
1

Volume 36 / Issue 3  ∙  Fall 2021  ∙  www.adatownshipmi.com

• the •

ADAVIEW
the ADAVIEW is published by Ada Township

If you would prefer receiving the AdaView via email, please email the Clerk’s office at: jsmith@adatownshipmi.com.

NEW DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY DIRECTOR:
Haley Stichman
Haley Stichman joined the Downtown Development Authority as its new Director on June 21. Haley and 
her husband live on Honey Creek with their daughter and two dogs. Their 6-month-old keeps them pretty 
busy these days, but on the weekends, you’ll find them walking the Ada Trails. Haley has lived in Ada 
for over two years, and has enjoyed becoming a part of the community. Having worked in several other 
communities in Michigan and California, she is excited for the opportunity to bring her experience to this 
position and be part of this exciting time of development in Ada. In her spare time, Haley enjoys being 
outside and exploring what a place has to offer. She’s hoping this year that we’ll be able to get back to 
exploring. Please feel free to contact Haley at the Township Hall.

Haley Stichman 
Downtown Development 
Authority Director

FROM THE TOWNSHIP BOARD:
Principles of Governance
The Ada Township Board has again voted to adopt the Principles of 
Governance recommended by the Michigan Townships Association. These 
are standards set by the MTA and re-adopted every four years after new 
township board members are elected. In it, the board pledges to:

•	 Insist on the highest standards of ethical conduct by all who act on behalf 
of this township

•	 Bring credit, honor and dignity to our public offices through collegial board 
deliberations, and diligent, appropriate responses to constituent concerns

•	 Actively pursue education and knowledge, and embrace best practices

•	 Treat all persons with dignity, respect and impartiality, without prejudice or 
discrimination

•	 Practice openness and transparency in our decisions and actions

•	 Cooperate in all reasonable ways with other governmental entities and 
consider the impact our decisions may have outside our township’s borders

•	 Communicate to the public township issues, challenges and successes, and 
welcome the active involvement of stakeholders to further the township’s 
well-being

•	 Strive for compliance with all state and federal statutory requirements

•	 Refuse to participate in any decisions or activities for personal gain, at the 
expense of the best interests of the township

•	 Further the understanding of the obligations and responsibilities of 
American citizenship, democratic government and freedom

LIBRARY NEWS
The Amy Van Andel Library is excited for the 
upcoming Fall season! We will be offering 
Family Storytime, Babytime, an adult painting 
class, concerts, and more. Be sure to check out 
all the library’s resources (including a virtual tour 
and information about reserving study rooms) at 
https://kdl.org/locations/ADA/.
If you’re interested in joining the Friends of 
the Amy Van Andel Library, visit https://www.
adalibraryfriends.com/ or find us on Facebook.

And don’t forget to tune in to our monthly 
Amy Van Andel Library-Ada Community Center 
Podcast, hosted by librarian Penni Zurgable, at 
https://kentdistrictlibrary.podbean.com/.
Monica Walen 
Branch Outreach and Program Specialist, 
Kent District Library 
East Grand Rapids Branch 
746 Lakeside SE 
East Grand Rapids, Ml 49506 

Amy Van Andel Library 
7215 Headley SE, Ada, Ml 49301

(616) 784-2007, Ext. 3887 
Pronouns: she, her, hers

Information • Ideas • Excitement!
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ADA FIRE  
DEPARTMENT NEWS –  

WE’RE HIRING!
Who hasn’t thought of 
becoming a firefighter? 
Come live out that childhood 
dream. Our department 
operates with a large number 
of Paid on Call firefighters, 
and we are adding to our 

roster. We send you to both firefighter and medical training 
and you get paid for all your classes and the incidents to which 
you respond. If you are interested in becoming part of a team 
that is community oriented, not only in emergencies but with 
the various community events that makes Ada an awesome 
community, give us a call or stop by Fire Station One located 
at Fulton & Bronson. 

During the 
month of 
October, our 
crews will 
be visiting 
over fifty 
classrooms, 
sharing 
safety tips and showing the fire trucks and the equipment 
they carry. All of the students will be coming home with fire 
safety materials thanks to our many community businesses that 
support our program. When your child brings home the fire 
safety materials, please review them together, plan out your 
escape route and meeting place, and test your smoke alarms. 
If you have questions about your escape plans or smoke 
detectors, give us a call at (616) 676-2376.

Station Two Flag Pole
Built in the late 1960s, Fire Station Two, located at 7211 
Knapp Street, has never had a flag pole, unlike all the other 
Township buildings. We recently were gifted a flag pole 
from the new property owners of what was once our first fire 

station and township 
offices located at 
555 Ada Drive. 
Special thanks to 
Erhardt Construction 
and Buist Electric 
for removing, 
transporting and 
installing the pole at 
Fire Station Two.

FARMERS MARKET 
Well, the weather continues to be pleasant – save for a spot of 
rain here and there. However, a little wet stuff did not stop any of 
our Ada Marketeers on the hunt for the best of fresh. It has been a 
great season and we expect the rich harvest to continue through 
the rest of the season. If you have not been to market yet, schedule 
us in during your lunch break, when you can eat and shop while 
listening to local musicians playing in the middle of it all.
Vendors are standing at the ready between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. in 
the parking lot of The Community Church and are always eager 
to show you what is new from their farms. We also have lots of 
unique homemade treats from new vendors just starting to build 
their business along with our established vendors. Your business 
is important to both, so be sure you make a visit to everyone to 
see the latest!
We are lucky so many vendors consider our market as a must-
add to their weekly rotation. Some of them only make it every 
other week or once a month and others only when their product 
is in high season (such as blueberries). Each of these vendors – 
our ‘dailies’ – are an important part of keeping the excitement 
of offering something new at the market. 
We do want to give a shout out to the librarians from the Amy Van 
Andel Library, who hold special readings for the kids (and some of 
the adults!) in the market twice a day. Story Time is on the green 
under the crabapple tree at 10 a.m. and Market Tales is at 11 a.m., 
both offering a live read of a specially chosen book. If you have 
not attended one of these with your family, you are missing out!
And September is right around the corner! Time for school and 
that means we are losing our valuable student volunteers. Each 
Tuesday, you can find them helping vendors set up and take 
down their booths, running errands, painting faces, or counting 
customers in the Market. They work quietly behind the scenes to 
keep things organized. We want to take time out to thank them 
for all they do to make sure every market day runs smoothly! 

Caleb Fish · Chessie Mac Anaspie  
Elianna McGlinchey · Lillian McGlinchey · Katie Robert

Thank you as well to our wonderful crew of adult volunteers 
who generously donate their time, managing the Market Booth, 
organizing kid’s activities, coordinating musicians, managing 
the set up/take down process each Tuesday, and so much more. 
Without their dedication, it would be nearly impossible for 
market operations to happen in a timely manner.

Rick Buckner · Barry Kieffer

We also have the hosts of our location – Mara and Billy Norden 
of The Community Church. We truly would not be the spacious 
market we are today without their support and generous 
donation of the parking lot, where we build the best local fresh 
every Tuesday.
Finally, sincere thanks for the two most important groups of 
people who make the Market what it is: our vendors and you, 
the community. Everyone meets each Tuesday, building and 
supporting the special qualities of this vibrant market, making it 
West Michigan’s best place on the second day of the week, from 
mid-June until the end of October. Photos of all the fun folks 
have are on Facebook, and are proof of what a great place it is. 
Remember, the season runs through the end of October to get 
the last pickings of the fall harvest. Rain or shine, we will be open 
each Tuesday, so mark your calendars and grab your local fresh!
See you soon at the Market!
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November 19 & 20 – Shop the Museum 
1-4:00pm at the Ada History Center. Find some unique 
holiday gifts. We’ll feature several local artisans in addition 
to our Ada-themed gift shop fare. Pick up a wreath from our 
holiday wreath sale in the barn.

Holiday Wreath Sale Fundraiser 
Starting November 19th in the barn. Do good and look good 
all at once. Shop for fresh evergreen wreaths at the Historical 
Society’s annual fundraiser. Check our website for prices, 
hours, and details at www.AdaHistoryCenter.org.

Centennial Properties Program 
The Centennial Properties program continues to recognize 
homes and commercial buildings 100 years of age and  
older. We honor the importance of historic properties and  
the value they add to our community today. Find photos  
of all these treasures on our Facebook page. Check out  
www.AdaHistoryCenter.org for more information on the 
program and an application.

ADA HISTORICAL SOCIETY  
Events for September, October & November 2021

OPEN HOURS
When was the last time you visited the Ada History Center? 
New to the community? Been here for a while and didn’t 
know Ada had a museum? We’ve got the answers to all your 
questions and more! After a challenging last year, we’re happy 
to offer open hours again on Fridays & Saturdays, 1-4pm.

At the Ada History Center we preserve, share, and celebrate 
the unique history of the Ada community and have SO 
MANY new things to share with you. Come explore the past 
in Ada that made us what we are today. For up-to-date info 
on programming and more, check out our new website 
AdaHistoryCenter.org. 

NEW EXHIBITS
All six Ada history exhibits have been renewed over the last 
two years. Uncover Ada stories in Rooted In Trade, Over the 
Rivers, Right on Track, Taking Care of Business, Answering the 
Call, and Kidding Around. The temporary exhibit on Parlor 
Music will be open through 2021.

September 9, October 14, November 11 – 
Monthly Board Meeting 
3:00pm at the Ada History Center. Historical Society board 
meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of each month and are 
open to the public. We welcome your involvement. Join us to 
see how we’re making history!

Menu from the Lena Lou restaurant, 1930s.  
With new restaurants opening in the village, we thought we’d take 
a glance back at a long-time favorite from the past. The Lena Lou 
stood at the NE corner of Pettis and Honey Creek Avenues from the 
1930s-1970s. Headed into Ada for cocktail hour? How about draught 
beers for 5¢ or some “Ohio Vintage Wines.” To pair with those drinks, 
you might choose a cube steak sandwich for 20¢, a three-decker 
pimiento cream cheese, nut, & jelly sandwich for 25¢, or perhaps the 
Rabbit Dinner for 75¢. The world is your oyster (which could also be 
ordered in season)!

Brats & Bonfires
After a year off, the popular Brats 
& Bonfires event is back at Ada 
Fire Station One! Our firefighters 

will be grilling up some of the best brats in town. Add 
that to Gravel Bottom beers and live music from Delilah 
DeWylde and it will be an incredible night of community 
fun! If you have never attended you don’t want to miss 
out, so mark your calendars for Friday, October 8th 
from 6-8pm. Watch the Ada Township website for more 
details.

www.AdaHistoryCenter.org
(616) 676-9346

7144 Headley St., P.O. Box 741
Ada, MI 49301

AdaHistoryCenter@gmail.com

Did you know?
The Ada Fire Department has a firefighter at the station 24 
hours a day? We have two fire stations, one on Fulton and the 
other on Knapp Street. Neighboring departments respond 
automatically with us on any structure fires; this is called auto 
aid and gets more firefighters on scene quicker to save life 
and property.
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Fall Clean-Up Day
For Ada residents to drop off trash, scrap metal, old appliances, re-usable 
household items, electronic devices, and paper documents for shredding.

		  When:	 Saturday, October 23, 2021
		 Where:	 Parking lots of Ada Christian School &  
			   Ada Congregational Church
		  Time:	 8:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
		  For:	 Ada Residents and Businesses only
Items accepted: 
	 Republic Services: For general trash, scrap metal, appliances 
	 Comprenew: For electronic devices 
	 Salvation Army: For usable household items 
	 Shred-It: For paper document shredding

Items not accepted:  
	 yard waste (branches, leaves), tires, oil-based paints, toxic chemicals,  
	 inflammable materials (gas, propane) 

Routing: 
 •	Enter Ada Christian School, 8206 Ada Dr., main driveway for general  
		 trash, scrap metal, appliances or a combination of items. 
 •	Enter Ada Congregational Church lots via Fox Hollow Ave. for  
		 electronics, re-usable household items and paper shredding.

Leaf Pick-Up Days 
Tuesday, October 19 &  
Tuesday, November 16
For Ada residents only.

Purchase your own paper leaf bags 
(plastic bags not accepted).

For leaves and compostable yard  
waste only (no branches or household 
waste).

Leave leaf bags roadside at your property 
before 7:00 a.m. on the pick-up day.

FALL CLEAN-UP DAYS  
AND  

STEWARDSHIP RESOURCES

Fall is a great time to clean up our properties of unwanted trash, sort out 
recyclable and re-usable items, and remove invasive vines and woody plants. 
Listed below are several events and resources to assist you. Please contact the 
Ada Parks office for more information: (616) 676-0520.

General Waste and 
Yard Waste

Kent County has information on yard 
waste disposal and other materials: 

http://www.reimaginetrash.org/
material/yard-waste/

Scrap Metal and Appliances
Padnos handles scrap metal  

recycling and appliances.  
They have drop-off services.

https://padnos.com/

Electronics
Comprenew handles electronics:

https://comprenew.org/

Household Hazardous Waste
Kent County Public Works has  

drop-off sites and collection days:

recycle@kentcountymi.gov 
(616) 632-7941

Re-Usable Household Items
Salvation Army accepts household  

items at their stores and drop-off boxes:

www.satruck.org 
https://www.salvationarmy.org 

(888) 868-9305

Paper Shredding
Shred-It handles paper recycling:

www.stericycle.com 
(616) 984-7977 

Cant Make the Clean-Up Days?
Here are some resources available for managing your trash, re-usables and recyclables.
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Volunteer River Clean-Up Day 
Saturday, September 18, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  
Start and end at Leonard Field Park
Ada Parks is coordinating with the Thornapple River Watershed Council to 
remove trash items from the Ada section of the Thornapple River and a section 
of the Grand River.

Both shoreline walkers and paddlers 
in the river will be involved.

Contact the Park office to sign up 
to help. Registration required by 
September 9.

Grand River Clean-Up 
Initiative 
September 11-18
The West Michigan Environment 
Action Council (WMEAC) is 
coordinating folks in the Grand 
Rapids area. Ada residents are 
encouraged to join this initiative by 
acting locally to clean up debris along the banks and in the water on the Grand 
River or streams and creeks feeding into it. Contact the Park office or WMEAC at 
www.wmeac.org for more information.

Special Presentations  
inside the Roselle Park Resource Building
Register through the Park office. $5/person 
or donation appreciated. See page 7 for 
more details.

Managing Michigans Water 
Thursday, September 23, 7:00 p.m.
Maintaining healthy water resources, from 
your backyard watershed to the Great 
Lakes! 

Managing Invasive Plants on Your 
Property 
Thursday, October 7, 7:00 p.m.
An overview of local invasive plants, 
methods for managing them.

“Whats All the Buzz?” 
Thursday, November 4, 7:00 p.m.
Native plants to consider for your gardens 
to attract birds, butterflies and bees.

Gypsy Moths Have Arrived  
in Ada Township
You are likely well aware by now that 
portions of the Township have seen a large 
outbreak of gypsy moths. The Township 
is planning on having a gypsy moth egg 
mass survey completed in the fall of this 
year. Once the survey is complete, the 
Township will better understand the full 
impact and damage of the Gypsy Moths, 
which can aid in creation of a plan for 
treatment in the spring of 2022. 

If you have identified gypsy moths on 
your property, please contact Julius Suchy, 
Township Manager at (616) 676-9191,  
Ext. 48 or jsuchy@adatownshipmi.com  
with your address so it can be added to 
the list of known properties with gypsy 
moth activity. 

If you are interested 
in learning more 
about gypsy moths 
and what you can 
do as an individual 
property owner, 
please visit the MSU 

Extension website: www.canr.msu.edu/
ipm/Invasive_species/Gypsy-Moth/gypsy-
moth-around-home.

Resources
Resources for dealing with  
Invasive Plants and Gypsy Moths
Our top 3 woody invasive plants and vines of concern for this 
fall are Oriental Bittersweet, Autumn Olive and Buckthorn 
(both Glossy and Common).

•	 The follow websites lead to detailed information on these  
	 plants and how to manage them.

Midwest Invasive Species Information Network 
www.misin.msu.edu/states/michigan

Michigan Invasive Plant Network 
www.mipn.org

State of Michigan Invasive Species 
www.michigan.gov/invasives

Michigan Natural Features Inventory  
Invasive Plants Field Guide: 
www.mnfi.anr.msu.edu/invasive-species/ 
InvasivePlantsFieldGuide.pdf

•	 For more local questions or treatments on your  
	 property, contact the Kent Conservation District:  
	 https://www.kentconservation.org/
•	 Inserted in this newsletter is an information flier/brochure  
	 about Oriental Bittersweet. Please save as a resource.  
	 Feel free to make copies and share.

More Bitter Than Sweet: 
The invasive vine that is 
taking over healthy forest 
communities

CONTROL
Preventing seed production and dispersal are critical in controlling this species, but stopping its destructive impacts on the trees and shrubs that support it is also extremely important. A combination of mechanical and chemical methods are useful in meeting all of these goals.

DISPOSAL OF PLANT PARTS If fruit/seed are not present, cut vines can be left in-place to decay. Fruit/seed should be incin-erated or bagged and disposed of in a landfill. Although landscape waste cannot generally be disposed of in landfills, Michigan law permits the disposal of invasive species plant parts in regular trash. Stems and roots (without fruit/seed) that have been pulled can also be left on site as long there is no chance of re-rooting. 
Be part of the solution when it comes to invasive species by taking action to prevent their spread. When a non-native plant or animal causes harm to the area it’s introduced to, it’s viewed as “invasive”.

The Kent Conservation District’s focus is to assist land-owners with habitat restoration and invasive species control. The KCD’s Invasive Species Strike Team has trained, licensed applicators available for support or on-site treatment. To schedule a consultation, invasive species treatment or set up a service learning work day in your community, contact kentstriketeam@gmail.com
  
To learn more:
n	www.InvasivesActionKent.org
n	www.Michigan.gov/documents/
 dnr/Oriental_Bittersweet 389123_7.pdf
n	Midwest Invasive Species Network www.MISIN.msu.edu
n	Michigan Invasive Species Coalition www.Michiganinvasives.org
n	Michigan Association of Conservation Districts  www.macd.org/
n	West Michigan Conservation Network www.wmconservation.net

A round of applause to Ginny Wanty, Tina Lee-Cronkhite, John Lemmons, KCD staff & volunteers, Friends of Conservation, and Cascade Community  Foundation.

Braided network of bittersweet up a tree.

I N V A S I V E Bittersweet
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ADA PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
Contact Information: 
Phone: (616) 676-0520 Fax: (616) 676-5870  
Email: adaparks@adatownshipmi.com  
Website: www.adatownshipmi.com 
Facebook: Ada Village 
Office in Ada Park: 1180 Buttrick Ave., Ada, MI 49301  
Mailing address: P.O. Box 370, Ada, MI 49301 

Mission: “To provide all community members with diverse 
recreational opportunities including access to premier natural, 
historical and cultural areas that enhance our quality of life and 
inspire the preservation of nature.”

ADA TOWNSHIP PARKS & PRESERVES
Ada Township Park 1180 Buttrick Ave. 57 acres. Park office, 
shelters, arboretum, softball and soccer fields, tennis and 
pickleball courts, basketball court, playground, pond, trails, 
picnic areas.

Roselle Park 1010 Grand River Dr. NE. 247 acres. Restrooms, 
meeting room, picnic area, playground, paved and non-paved 
trails, observation decks, natural areas, Grand River shoreline. 

Legacy Park 7450 River Street in Ada Village. Thornapple River 
view, playground, picnic plaza, paved trail, restrooms, Van Andel 
Family Pavilion.

Leonard Field Park & Ada Covered Bridge 7490 Thornapple 
River Dr. 2 acres. Softball field, bike path, Thornapple River 
overlook deck, Ada Covered Bridge.

Carl Creek  
Crossings Preserve  
6230 Grand River Drive.  
8 acres. Non-paved trails,  
creek access.

Grand River Natural Area 
Grand River Drive, enter via 
Ada Moorings. 110 acres. 
Trails, bike path, Grand River shoreline. 

Walking and Bike Paths: Located throughout the Township 
and in several Parks. Maps available. 

Kent County Parks in Ada Township:  
Chief Hazy Cloud Park, 150 Pettis Ave. 
Seidman Park, 8155 Conservation Rd. 
www.kentcountyparks.org

PARK RULES AND USE
COVID-19: Please follow current protocols.

Park Hours: Park grounds are open dawn to dusk.

Dog Policy: Township ordinances require dogs to be on a 
leash and cleaned up after in all parks and preserves.

Motorized recreation vehicles are not allowed.

Alcohol is not allowed in the parks or park facilities.

WiFi is available in the parks near the buildings.

UPDATES ON PARKS, PRESERVES & TRAILS
Facility Reservations and Rentals 
Reservations and rentals for park facilities are to be made 
through the Park office. Soon an on-line format will be 
introduced requesting users to set up an account. Please 
watch the Parks Newsletters and Website for details.

Leonard Field Park Improvements  
A grant has been submitted to the MI DNR for funding to 
support improvements to the riverfront access, decks, and 
accessibility in the park. Pledges and donations are being 
accepted to meet our match. Once the grant is confirmed a 
construction schedule will be set. For details, contact the  
Park office.

Roselle Park Improvements 
Plans for constructing a new accessible 
shelter, picnic area and improvement 
to the playground and parking lot are 
set for 2022. Pledges and donations 
to support this project are now being 
accepted. Naming opportunities available for several items.    

Contact the Park office on how you can help.

Bike Paths and Non-Motorized Trails 
This fall, maintenance and repair work will be conducted on 
the following sections: 

     •	 Ada Drive from Alta Dale to the west 
     •	 Consumers Energy Trail (Ada Dr. to Hall St.)  
     •	 Replacement of three bridges on Ada Dr.   
     •	 Grand River Nature Area trail section  

The Township has issued a request for bids to construct a 
new pedestrian path on Fase Street connecting Thornapple 
River Drive to the eastern extent of Fase Street. This section is 
planned to start construction in September and be completed 
in late October. Future plans are being developed for a 
pathway along Kamp Twins to connect to Buttrick Avenue, but 
will not be completed in 2021 due to additional permitting 
requirements for the railroad crossing.  

The trails committee is continuing to review options 
for new pedestrian pathways and will present a list of 
recommendations to the Township Board at a future meeting. 
The initial phase will focus on a multi-year plan over the next 
five years. More details available soon. 

Please report any issues or concerns regarding the  
paved trail system to the Park office at (616) 676-0520 or  
adaparks@adatownshipmi.com.

Thanks to our Concert Series Sponsors! 
Many thanks to all the sponsors that helped support the 2021 
“Music on the Lawn” concert series at Legacy Park. What a 
great series and support 
from the community!

• Michigan Software Labs 
• Pedego Grand Rapids 
• Ada Village General Store 
• Mud Penny 
• Luc James Music Studio
• Pat’s Place
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ADA PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
Volunteer Opportunities  
Volunteer opportunities include assisting with gardens, 
grounds, trails, habitat stewardship, office tasks, and programs. 
Individuals and groups are welcome. Contact the Park office 
for an application, interview or schedule of events.

Stewardship Workdays
Group workdays in local parks and preserves to help maintain 
habitats and reduce invasive plants. Contact the Park office to 
sign up.
• Friday, September 17 – 9:30A-12P – Ada Park
• Saturday, September 18 – 8A-1P – River Clean-Up Day
• Sunday, September 19 – 1-3P – Cascade Library
• Wednesday, September 22 – Roselle Park
• Saturday, October 2 – 9A-12P – Carl Creek Wetlands Preserve

River Clean-Up Day
• Saturday, September 18 – 8A-1P
Help clean up the Thornapple and Grand Rivers. To be part 
of a crew with Ada Township Parks or Thornapple River 
Watershed Council, register by September 9. Otherwise, 
working on your own property or a section of the rivers is 
appreciated.

Community Events – Fun for Everyone!
• Brats & Bonfires – October 8, 6-9P – Ada Fire Station
• Clean-Up Day – October 23, 8A-2:30P – Ada Christian School
• Trunks & Treats – October 24, 4-7P – Community Church
• Ada Fire Department Halloween – Saturday, October 30, 5-8P 
	 Candy, cider, and doughnuts with a chance to check out the  
	 fire trucks.

Youth Programs
School Field Trip Opportunities
Place-based, hands-on outdoor and environmental education 
experiences are available at Roselle Park, Ada Park and 
Leonard Field Park. Themes include watersheds, rivers & 
wetlands; leaves & trees; wildlife & habitats; and others. 
Programs typically run 1½ to 2½ hours. All programs are 
aligned with curriculums and tailored to your needs. Contact 
the Park office for details.

Boy Scout and Girl Scout Opportunities
Achievement badge theme programs and service-learning 
opportunities are available for Scout groups by scheduling 
field trips to the parks and through service projects. Contact 
Park office for details.

PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
Please contact the Park office for details, to register or to be 
put on our mailing list: (616) 676-0520. Events and programs 
are also posted on our website and the Ada Village Facebook 
page: adaparks@adatownshipmi.com.

Family Programs  
Creatures of the Night – Roselle Park    $5/person 
Tuesday, October 26 – 7-8P
Interactive presentation inside by the “Outdoor 
Discovery Center” about local nocturnal animals. 
Live animals and artifacts included. Optional  
outside walk and observations to follow.

Night Sky Watch – Roselle Park    $5/person 
Tuesday, October 12 – 7-8:30P
Indoor orientation to the night sky followed by outside 
observation of stars, planets and the moon.

Adult Programs  
Adult Softball Leagues – Ada and Leonard Field Parks 
The current fall leagues wrap up at the 
end of September. Plans for 2022 are 
under way for men’s fastpitch, men’s 
slow pitch and coed leagues. 2022 
league registrations will start in January. 
Games start in May. Contact the Park 
office or website for information.

Yoga in the Park
If interested, please contact the Park office for details.  
Updates on the website and Facebook.

En Plein Air Painting – Legacy Park    $5/person 
Saturday, October 16 – 10A-1P
Artist Scott Kenyon will facilitate and instruct this outdoor 
painting experience.

Autumn Nature Stroll – Roselle Park    $5/person 
Saturday, October 9 – 9-11A
See what’s out and about and learn the significance of a variety 
of habitat types along the Grand River. Guided walk by Jessica 
Gregory, Naturalist and Conservation Educator.

Fall Lecture Series at Roselle Park
Held inside the resource room at Roselle Park.  
Pre-registration appreciated through the Park office. 
$5/person and/or donations at the door appreciated. 
Sponsored by Rooks Landscaping.  

Managing Michigan’s Water – Thursday, September 23 – 7P
How to maintain healthy water resources, from your backyard 
watershed to the Great Lakes! Presenter Jessica Gregory, 
Naturalist and Conservation Educator.

Managing Invasive Plants on Your Property 
Thursday, October 7 – 7P
An overview of local invasive plants, methods for managing 
them, and Q&A session for your property. Presenter Jessie 
Schulte, Kent Conservation District.

“What’s All the Buzz?” – Thursday, November 4 – 7P
Beautiful native plants to consider for your gardens to attract 
birds, butterflies and bees. A garden inspiration and a 
wildflower seed take away. Presenter Rebecca Marquardt of 
Revery, landscape architecture studio.
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CALENDAR (2021) FALL ISSUE
SEPTEMBER
	 6	 Labor Day  
	 	 — Township Office Closed
	 7	 Farmers Market — 9A-2P
	 7	 Zoning Board of Appeals — 4:30P  	
	 9	 Parks, Recreation & Land Preservation  
		  Advisory Board — 8:30A
	 9	 Ada Historical Society Board  
		  Meeting — 3P
	13	 Downtown Development Authority  
		  — 8A
	13 	 Ada Township Board Meeting — 7P
	14	 Farmers Market — 9A-2P
	16	 Planning Commission — 7P	
	21	 Farmers Market — 9A-2P
	27	 Ada Township Board Meeting — 7P
	28	 Farmers Market — 9A-2P

OCTOBER
	 5	 Farmers Market — 9A-2P
	 5	 Zoning Board of Appeals — 4:30P	
	11	 Downtown Development Authority  
		  — 8A
	11	 Ada Township Board Meeting — 7P
	12   	Farmers Market — 9A-2P
	14	 Parks, Recreation & Land Preservation  
		  Advisory Board — 8:30A

	14	 Ada Historical Society Board  
		  Meeting — 3P
	19	 Farmers Market — 9A-2P
	21	 Planning Commission — 7P 
	25	 Ada Township Board Meeting — 7P
	26	 Farmers Market — 9A-2P

NOVEMBER
	 8	 Downtown Development Authority  
		  — 8A
	 8	 Ada Township Board Meeting — 7P
	 9	 Zoning Board of Appeals — 4:30P
	11	 Veterans Day  
	 	 — Township Office Closed
	11 	 Ada Historical Society Board  
		  Meeting — 3P 
	18	 Planning Commission — 7P  
	22	 Ada Township Board Meeting — 7P
	25	 Thanksgiving Day  
	 	 — Township Office Closed
	26	 Thanksgiving Day  
	 	 — Township Office Closed
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