
              
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
 
 

ADA TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING 
TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2025, 4:30 P.M. 

ADA TOWNSHIP OFFICE, ASSEMBLY ROOM 
7330 THORNAPPLE RIVER DR SE, ADA, MI 

 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JANUARY 7, 2025, REGULAR MEETING 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS - none 
 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair 
 

2. Zoning Ordinance Update – Summary 
 

3. Procedural review – Open Meetings Act, etc. 
 
VII. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 



 

 
 
 

ADA TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 7, 2025, REGULAR MEETING      

 
DRAFT 

 
 
A regular meeting of the Ada Township Zoning Board of Appeals was held on Tuesday,  
January 7, 2025, at 4:30 p.m., at the Ada Township Hall Assembly Room, 7330 Thornapple 
River Dr. SE, Ada, Michigan  
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair McNamara called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
  
Members Present:  Courtade, Ellixson-Andrews, McNamara, Nuttall 
Members Absent:  0 
Staff Present:  Bajdek, Buckley, Said, Clerk DeMarco  
Others Present:    4 members of the public 
 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Moved by Courtade, supported by Nuttall, to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried. 
 
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 3, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 
 
Moved by Nuttall, supported by Courtade, to approve the December 3, 2024, meeting minutes as 
presented.  Motion carried. 
 
V.   UNFINISHED BUSINESS - none  
 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Request for a variance, rear yard setback, to allow for an addition on 
existing single-family home in the RR Rural Residential zoning district, 
5999 Grand River Drive SE, Parcel No. 41-15-29-126-010, Thomas and 
Emily Smith 

 
Applicant David Contant, with BDR, Inc., spoke on behalf of property owners Thomas and Emily 
Smith (Emily Smith was also in attendance at the meeting).  He said they are requesting a 
variance for the rear yard setback to complete an addition to the existing home.  He referred to 
the drawings and explained the layout of the property with the home situated at the north end 
of the property.  The current rear yard setback is 10.3 feet for the existing home and with the 
proposed addition, the rear yard setback would be 14.1 feet. 
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Mr. Contant referred to three letters of support from the neighbors of the Smith’s and he 
submitted the letters for the record.  Letters in support of variance request received from: 
John Sebright, 6001 Grand River Dr. NE; Michael Lewis, 577 Preservation Ct. NE; and 
Phyllis Gilmore, 6185 Grand River Dr. NE. 
 
Planner/Zoning Administrator Bajdek summarized the staff report and confirmed that the 
applicant proposes to construct an addition to their existing home on the subject irregularly shaped 
parcel in the RR Rural Residential zoning district.  The addition is proposed to be 14.1 feet at its 
nearest point from the rear lot line rather than the required 50 feet. The proposed addition would 
meet the other applicable zoning requirements. 
 
Bajdek noted the ZBA Board granted rear yard setback variances in the past for the existing 
dwelling.  A variance was granted in 1993 for the initial construction of the dwelling. Another 
variance was granted in 2012 for an addition, resulting in the existing home being located 10.3 feet 
at its nearest point from the rear lot line rather than the required 50 feet. 
 
Bajdek stated that while the building mass of the existing dwelling would be increased, there appear 
to be some practical difficulties associated with any further potential expansion of the home on the 
property due to its physical shape, as well as the previously approved placement of it from the 
priorly approved variances. Based on these conditions and the applicable standards for variance, 
Staff has no objections to the requested variance. 
 
McNamara opened the public hearing at 4:38 p.m.   McNamara noted the receipt of three letters 
from the neighbors in support.   There was no public comment and the public hearing was closed. 
 
There was ZBA and applicant discussion regarding the topography of the property and the 
limitations of where an addition be placed.  Courtade stated that the variance request falls within 
two of the criteria, in that the shape of property causes a practical difficulty and/or unnecessary 
hardship.  
 
Moved by Courtade, supported by Nuttall, to approve the request for variance for rear yard 
setback of 14.1 feet.  Motion carried. 
 
VII. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Planning Director Said referred the ZBA to a copy of the proposed ZBA meeting dates for the 
FY2025-2026.  ZBA members reviewed the proposed calendar and adjusted the April meeting to 
April 1, 2025.  The ZBA members concurred with the proposed meeting dates as amended. 
 
Said introduced Clerk Jo DeMarco. 
 
Said updated on the progress of the zoning ordinance rewrite project.  Said is going to present a 
summary of the project at the next Planning Commission meeting on January 16, 2025, and 
encouraged ZBA members to attend the meeting for additional updates. 
 
Said informed that Ada Township was awarded a $50,000 grant through the Michigan State 
Housing Development Authority which will assist with costs to help cover the zoning ordinance 
rewrite project.  Township Manager Suchy is reviewing a Grant Agreement that will require 
approval by the Township Board.  Said will provide further update after the review of the 
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agreement. 
 
Courtade said he is part of the committee that is reviewing some of the work put into the zoning 
ordinance rewrite and he complimented Said for the detailed amount of work with the rewriting, 
reorganizing, reformatting and displays of graphs and charts.  Courtade said he is impressed with 
the more ‘user-friendly’ version. 
 
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT - none 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Nuttall, supported by Courtade, to adjourn the meeting at 4:52 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Jo DeMarco, Ada Township Clerk 
 
rs:eb 
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MEMORANDUM 
Date: 04.29.25 

 

 
TO:  Ada Township Zoning Board of Appeals 
FROM: Department of Planning 
RE:  Agenda Items for the May 6, 2025 Meeting 
 
 
Election of Chair and Vice-Chair 
The Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) is respectfully requested to elect a Chair for the new  (2025-
2026) fiscal year, which began on April 1.  The last election of officers was in March, 2023, and per 
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, election of a Chair is required at least every two years.  The ZBA 
can certainly reelect the current Chair (Jason McNamara) if he wishes to remain as chair, and if so 
determined by the ZBA.   
 
Currently, there is no Vice-Chair; however, the ZBA can opt to elect someone as the Vice-Chair if it 
wishes to do so and a member is willing.  Previous ZBA member Susan Burton held the position of 
Vice-Chair, although when she departed the ZBA in 2024 the Vice-Chair position was not refilled. 
 
Zoning Ordinance Update - Summary 
As has been discussed with the Zoning Board of Appeals over the last several meetings, the 
Township is undertaking a complete rewrite of the Zoning Ordinance.  The ordinance will primarily 
consist of a reorganization of existing rules, rather than enacting significant new rules.  At the same 
time, Staff anticipates proposing/updating some requirements in various sections of the Ordinance, 
including in various zoning districts, to better reflect Township policy as identified in the 2023  
Master Plan.  Staff will provide illustrative examples at the May 6 ZBA meeting.  For reference, the 
following links are provided: 
 
(Current) Township Zoning Ordinance:   
https://library.municode.com/mi/ada_township,_(kent_co.)/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=C
OOR_CH78ZO 
 
2023 Township Master Plan: 
http://adamichigan.org/uploads/township/Planning-Zoning/Master-Plan/Ada-Township-Master-
Plan-June-20-2023.optimized.pdf 
 
While Staff has undertaken some of the initial reorganization steps, primarily focused on zoning 
districts, it is anticipated that a consultant will be hired to complete the more technical aspects of 
the Ordinance, including the Planned Village Mixed-Use (PVM) District, as well as graphics for the 

https://library.municode.com/mi/ada_township,_(kent_co.)/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH78ZO
https://library.municode.com/mi/ada_township,_(kent_co.)/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH78ZO
http://adamichigan.org/uploads/township/Planning-Zoning/Master-Plan/Ada-Township-Master-Plan-June-20-2023.optimized.pdf
http://adamichigan.org/uploads/township/Planning-Zoning/Master-Plan/Ada-Township-Master-Plan-June-20-2023.optimized.pdf
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Ordinance.  The Township is fortunate in that a grant has been awarded from the State’s Housing 
Development Authority (MSHDA) to assist in this process. 
 
Procedural Review 
Attached to this report, please find copies of the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Michigan Planning 
Enabling Act, and a handbook for the Michigan Open Meetings Act.  At the May 6 meeting, Staff 
hopes to provide a brief summary of a few of the applicable requirements that affect the ZBA’s 
review process. 
 

 
Staff appreciates the efforts and time of the Zoning Board of Appeals, as the ZBA plays a very 
important role in local government.  In this way, it is always hoped that ZBA members have enough 
resources to assist them in their role as decision-makers about zoning variances and administrative 
appeals.  As always, questions and comments are welcome. 
 
 



MICHIGAN ZONING ENABLING ACT
Act 110 of 2006

AN ACT to codify the laws regarding local units of government regulating the development and use of
land; to provide for the adoption of zoning ordinances; to provide for the establishment in counties,
townships, cities, and villages of zoning districts; to prescribe the powers and duties of certain officials; to
provide for the assessment and collection of fees; to authorize the issuance of bonds and notes; to prescribe
penalties and provide remedies; and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

ARTICLE I
GENERAL PROVISIONS

125.3101 Short title.
Sec. 101. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Michigan zoning enabling act".
History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3102 Definitions.
Sec. 102. As used in this act:
(a) "Agricultural land" means substantially undeveloped land devoted to the production of plants and

animals useful to humans, including, but not limited to, forage and sod crops, grains, feed crops, field crops,
dairy products, poultry and poultry products, livestock, herbs, flowers, seeds, grasses, nursery stock, fruits,
vegetables, Christmas trees, and other similar uses and activities.

(b) "Airport" means an airport licensed by the Michigan department of transportation, bureau of
aeronautics under section 86 of the aeronautics code of the state of Michigan, 1945 PA 327, MCL 259.86.

(c) "Airport approach plan" and "airport layout plan" mean a plan, or an amendment to a plan, filed with
the zoning commission under section 151 of the aeronautics code of the state of Michigan, 1945 PA 327,
MCL 259.151.

(d) "Airport manager" means that term as defined in section 2 of the aeronautics code of the state of
Michigan, 1945 PA 327, MCL 259.2.

(e) "Airport zoning regulations" means airport zoning regulations under the airport zoning act, 1950 (Ex
Sess) PA 23, MCL 259.431 to 259.465, for an airport hazard area that lies in whole or part in the area affected
by a zoning ordinance under this act.

(f) "Conservation easement" means that term as defined in section 2140 of the natural resources and
environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.2140.

(g) "Coordinating zoning committee" means a coordinating zoning committee as described under section
307.

(h) "Development rights" means the rights to develop land to the maximum intensity of development
authorized by law.

(i) "Development rights ordinance" means an ordinance, which may comprise part of a zoning ordinance,
adopted under section 507.

(j) "Family child care home" and "group child care home" mean those terms as defined in section 1 of 1973
PA 116, MCL 722.111, and only apply to the bona fide private residence of the operator of the family or
group child care home.

(k) "Greenway" means a contiguous or linear open space, including habitats, wildlife corridors, and trails,
that links parks, nature reserves, cultural features, or historic sites with each other, for recreation and
conservation purposes.

(l) "Improvements" means those features and actions associated with a project that are considered
necessary by the body or official granting zoning approval to protect natural resources or the health, safety,
and welfare of the residents of a local unit of government and future users or inhabitants of the proposed
project or project area, including roadways, lighting, utilities, sidewalks, screening, and drainage.
Improvements do not include the entire project that is the subject of zoning approval.

(m) "Intensity of development" means the height, bulk, area, density, setback, use, and other similar
characteristics of development.

(n) "Legislative body" means the county board of commissioners of a county, the board of trustees of a
township, or the council or other similar elected governing body of a city or village.
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(o) "Local unit of government" means a county, township, city, or village.
(p) "Other eligible land" means land that has a common property line with agricultural land from which

development rights have been purchased and is not divided from that agricultural land by a state or federal
limited access highway.

(q) "Person" means an individual, partnership, corporation, association, governmental entity, or other legal
entity.

(r) "Population" means the population according to the most recent federal decennial census or according
to a special census conducted under section 7 of the Glenn Steil state revenue sharing act of 1971, 1971 PA
140, MCL 141.907, whichever is the more recent.

(s) "Site plan" includes the documents and drawings required by the zoning ordinance to ensure that a
proposed land use or activity is in compliance with local ordinances and state and federal statutes.

(t) "State licensed residential facility" means a structure constructed for residential purposes that is licensed
by the state under the adult foster care facility licensing act, 1979 PA 218, MCL 400.701 to 400.737, or 1973
PA 116, MCL 722.111 to 722.128, and provides residential services for 6 or fewer individuals under 24-hour
supervision or care.

(u) "Undeveloped state" means a natural state preserving natural resources, natural features, scenic or
wooded conditions, agricultural use, open space, or a similar use or condition. Land in an undeveloped state
does not include a golf course but may include a recreational trail, picnic area, children's play area, greenway,
or linear park. Land in an undeveloped state may be, but is not required to be, dedicated to the use of the
public.

(v) "Zoning commission" means a zoning commission as described under section 301.
(w) "Zoning jurisdiction" means the area encompassed by the legal boundaries of a city or village or the

area encompassed by the legal boundaries of a county or township outside the limits of incorporated cities and
villages. The zoning jurisdiction of a county does not include the areas subject to a township zoning
ordinance.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006;Am. 2007, Act 219, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 2007;Am. 2008, Act 12, Imd. Eff. Feb. 29,
2008.

125.3103 Notice; publication; mail or personal delivery; requirements.
Sec. 103. (1) Except as otherwise provided under this act, if a local unit of government conducts a public

hearing required under this act, the local unit of government shall publish notice of the hearing in a newspaper
of general circulation in the local unit of government not less than 15 days before the date of the hearing.

(2) Notice required under this act shall be given as provided under subsection (3) to the owners of property
that is the subject of the request. Notice shall also be given as provided under subsection (3) to all persons to
whom real property is assessed within 300 feet of the property that is the subject of the request and to the
occupants of all structures within 300 feet of the subject property regardless of whether the property or
structure is located in the zoning jurisdiction. Notification need not be given to more than 1 occupant of a
structure, except that if a structure contains more than 1 dwelling unit or spatial area owned or leased by
different persons, 1 occupant of each unit or spatial area shall be given notice. If a single structure contains
more than 4 dwelling units or other distinct spatial areas owned or leased by different persons, notice may be
given to the manager or owner of the structure, who shall be requested to post the notice at the primary
entrance to the structure.

(3) The notice under subsection (2) is considered to be given when personally delivered or when deposited
during normal business hours for delivery with the United States postal service or other public or private
delivery service. The notice shall be given not less than 15 days before the date the request will be considered.
If the name of the occupant is not known, the term "occupant" may be used for the intended recipient of the
notice.

(4) A notice under this section shall do all of the following:
(a) Describe the nature of the request.
(b) Indicate the property that is the subject of the request. The notice shall include a listing of all existing

street addresses within the property. Street addresses do not need to be created and listed if no such addresses
currently exist within the property. If there are no street addresses, other means of identification may be used.

(c) State when and where the request will be considered.
(d) Indicate when and where written comments will be received concerning the request.
History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006;Am. 2008, Act 12, Imd. Eff. Feb. 29, 2008.

ARTICLE II
ZONING AUTHORIZATION AND INITIATION
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125.3201 Regulation of land development and establishment of districts; provisions;
uniformity of regulations; designations; limitations.
Sec. 201. (1) A local unit of government may provide by zoning ordinance for the regulation of land

development and the establishment of 1 or more districts within its zoning jurisdiction which regulate the use
of land and structures to meet the needs of the state's citizens for food, fiber, energy, and other natural
resources, places of residence, recreation, industry, trade, service, and other uses of land, to ensure that use of
the land is situated in appropriate locations and relationships, to limit the inappropriate overcrowding of land
and congestion of population, transportation systems, and other public facilities, to facilitate adequate and
efficient provision for transportation systems, sewage disposal, water, energy, education, recreation, and other
public service and facility requirements, and to promote public health, safety, and welfare.

(2) Except as otherwise provided under this act, the regulations shall be uniform for each class of land or
buildings, dwellings, and structures within a district.

(3) A local unit of government may provide under the zoning ordinance for the regulation of land
development and the establishment of districts which apply only to land areas and activities involved in a
special program to achieve specific land management objectives and avert or solve specific land use
problems, including the regulation of land development and the establishment of districts in areas subject to
damage from flooding or beach erosion.

(4) A local unit of government may adopt land development regulations under the zoning ordinance
designating or limiting the location, height, bulk, number of stories, uses, and size of dwellings, buildings, and
structures that may be erected or altered, including tents and recreational vehicles.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3202 Zoning ordinance; determination by local legislative body; amendments or
supplements; notice of proposed rezoning.
Sec. 202. (1) The legislative body of a local unit of government may provide by ordinance for the manner

in which the regulations and boundaries of districts or zones shall be determined and enforced or amended or
supplemented. Amendments or supplements to the zoning ordinance shall be adopted in the same manner as
provided under this act for the adoption of the original ordinance.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3), the zoning commission shall give a notice of a proposed rezoning
in the same manner as required under section 103.

(3) For any group of adjacent properties numbering 11 or more that is proposed for rezoning, the
requirements of section 103(2) and the requirement of section 103(4)(b) that street addresses be listed do not
apply to that group of adjacent properties.

(4) An amendment to a zoning ordinance by a city or village is subject to a protest petition under section
403.

(5) An amendment to conform a provision of the zoning ordinance to the decree of a court of competent
jurisdiction as to any specific lands may be adopted by the legislative body and the notice of the adopted
amendment published without referring the amendment to any other board or agency provided for under this
act.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006;Am. 2008, Act 12, Imd. Eff. Feb. 29, 2008.

125.3203 Zoning ordinance; plan; incorporation of airport layout plan or airport approach
plan; zoning ordinance adopted before or after March 28, 2001; applicability of public
transportation facilities.
Sec. 203. (1) A zoning ordinance shall be based upon a plan designed to promote the public health, safety,

and general welfare, to encourage the use of lands in accordance with their character and adaptability, to limit
the improper use of land, to conserve natural resources and energy, to meet the needs of the state's residents
for food, fiber, and other natural resources, places of residence, recreation, industry, trade, service, and other
uses of land, to ensure that uses of the land shall be situated in appropriate locations and relationships, to
avoid the overcrowding of population, to provide adequate light and air, to lessen congestion on the public
roads and streets, to reduce hazards to life and property, to facilitate adequate provision for a system of
transportation including, subject to subsection (5), public transportation, sewage disposal, safe and adequate
water supply, education, recreation, and other public requirements, and to conserve the expenditure of funds
for public improvements and services to conform with the most advantageous uses of land, resources, and
properties. A zoning ordinance shall be made with reasonable consideration of the character of each district,
its peculiar suitability for particular uses, the conservation of property values and natural resources, and the
general and appropriate trend and character of land, building, and population development.
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(2) If a local unit of government adopts or revises a plan required under subsection (1) after an airport
layout plan or airport approach plan has been filed with the local unit of government, the local unit of
government shall incorporate the airport layout plan or airport approach plan into the plan adopted under
subsection (1).

(3) In addition to the requirements of subsection (1), a zoning ordinance adopted after March 28, 2001
shall be adopted after reasonable consideration of both of the following:

(a) The environs of any airport within a district.
(b) Comments received at or before a public hearing under section 306 from the airport manager of any

airport.
(4) If a zoning ordinance was adopted before March 28, 2001, the zoning ordinance is not required to be

consistent with any airport zoning regulations, airport layout plan, or airport approach plan. A zoning
ordinance amendment adopted or variance granted after March 28, 2001 shall not increase any inconsistency
that may exist between the zoning ordinance or structures or uses and any airport zoning regulations, airport
layout plan, or airport approach plan. This section does not limit the right to petition for submission of a
zoning ordinance amendment to the electors under section 402 or the right to file a protest petition under
section 403.

(5) The reference to public transportation facilities in subsection (1) only applies to a plan that is adopted
or substantively amended more than 90 days after the effective date of the amendatory act that added this
subsection.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006;Am. 2010, Act 305, Imd. Eff. Dec. 17, 2010.

125.3204 Single-family residence; instruction in craft or fine art as home occupation.
Sec. 204. A zoning ordinance adopted under this act shall provide for the use of a single-family residence

by an occupant of that residence for a home occupation to give instruction in a craft or fine art within the
residence. This section does not prohibit the regulation of noise, advertising, traffic, hours of operation, or
other conditions that may accompany the use of a residence under this section.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3205 Zoning ordinance subject to certain acts; regulation or control of oil or gas wells;
prohibition; extraction of valuable natural resource; challenge to zoning decision; serious
consequences resulting from extraction; factors; regulations not limited.
Sec. 205. (1) A zoning ordinance is subject to all of the following:
(a) The electric transmission line certification act, 1995 PA 30, MCL 460.561 to 460.575.
(b) The regional transit authority act.
(2) A county or township shall not regulate or control the drilling, completion, or operation of oil or gas

wells or other wells drilled for oil or gas exploration purposes and shall not have jurisdiction with reference to
the issuance of permits for the location, drilling, completion, operation, or abandonment of such wells.

(3) An ordinance shall not prevent the extraction, by mining, of valuable natural resources from any
property unless very serious consequences would result from the extraction of those natural resources. Natural
resources shall be considered valuable for the purposes of this section if a person, by extracting the natural
resources, can receive revenue and reasonably expect to operate at a profit.

(4) A person challenging a zoning decision under subsection (3) has the initial burden of showing that
there are valuable natural resources located on the relevant property, that there is a need for the natural
resources by the person or in the market served by the person, and that no very serious consequences would
result from the extraction, by mining, of the natural resources.

(5) In determining under this section whether very serious consequences would result from the extraction,
by mining, of natural resources, the standards set forth in Silva v Ada Township, 416 Mich 153 (1982), shall
be applied and all of the following factors may be considered, if applicable:

(a) The relationship of extraction and associated activities with existing land uses.
(b) The impact on existing land uses in the vicinity of the property.
(c) The impact on property values in the vicinity of the property and along the proposed hauling route

serving the property, based on credible evidence.
(d) The impact on pedestrian and traffic safety in the vicinity of the property and along the proposed

hauling route serving the property.
(e) The impact on other identifiable health, safety, and welfare interests in the local unit of government.
(f) The overall public interest in the extraction of the specific natural resources on the property.
(6) Subsections (3) to (5) do not limit a local unit of government's reasonable regulation of hours of

operation, blasting hours, noise levels, dust control measures, and traffic, not preempted by part 632 of the
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natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.63201 to 324.63223. However,
such regulation shall be reasonable in accommodating customary mining operations.

(7) This act does not limit state regulatory authority under other statutes or rules.
History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006;Am. 2011, Act 113, Imd. Eff. July 20, 2011;Am. 2012, Act 389, Eff. Mar. 28, 2013.

125.3205a Amateur radio service station antenna structures.
Sec. 205a. (1) 47 CFR 97.15 provides that owners of certain amateur radio service station antenna

structures more than 60.96 meters (200 feet) above ground level at the site or located near or at a public use
airport must notify the federal aviation administration and register with the federal communications
commission as required by 47 CFR part 17.

(2) An amateur radio service station antenna structure may be erected at heights and dimensions sufficient
to accommodate amateur radio service communications. Regulation of an amateur radio service station
antenna structure by a local unit of government must not preclude amateur radio service communications.
Rather, it must reasonably accommodate those communications and must constitute the minimum practicable
regulation to accomplish the local unit of government's legitimate purpose.

(3) To obtain information about the regulation of amateur radio service station antenna structures, a person
may contact any advisory board that is jointly established by the Michigan section of the American radio relay
league and 1 or more state organizations representing local units of government.

History: Add. 2014, Act 556, Imd. Eff. Jan. 15, 2014.

125.3206 Residential use of property; adult foster care facilities; family or group child care
homes.
Sec. 206. (1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2), a state licensed residential facility shall be

considered a residential use of property for the purposes of zoning and a permitted use in all residential zones
and is not subject to a special use or conditional use permit or procedure different from those required for
other dwellings of similar density in the same zone.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to adult foster care facilities licensed by a state agency for care and
treatment of persons released from or assigned to adult correctional institutions.

(3) For a county or township, a family child care home is considered a residential use of property for the
purposes of zoning and a permitted use in all residential zones and is not subject to a special use or
conditional use permit or procedure different from those required for other dwellings of similar density in the
same zone.

(4) For a county or township, a group child care home shall be issued a special use permit, conditional use
permit, or other similar permit if the group child care home meets all of the following standards:

(a) Is located not closer than 1,500 feet to any of the following:
(i) Another licensed group child care home.
(ii) An adult foster care small group home or large group home licensed under the adult foster care facility

licensing act, 1979 PA 218, MCL 400.701 to 400.737.
(iii) A facility offering substance abuse treatment and rehabilitation service to 7 or more people licensed

under article 6 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.6101 to 333.6523.
(iv) A community correction center, resident home, halfway house, or other similar facility which houses

an inmate population under the jurisdiction of the department of corrections.
(b) Has appropriate fencing for the safety of the children in the group child care home as determined by the

local unit of government.
(c) Maintains the property consistent with the visible characteristics of the neighborhood.
(d) Does not exceed 16 hours of operation during a 24-hour period. The local unit of government may limit

but not prohibit the operation of a group child care home between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.
(e) Meets regulations, if any, governing signs used by a group child care home to identify itself.
(f) Meets regulations, if any, requiring a group child care home operator to provide off-street parking

accommodations for his or her employees.
(5) For a city or village, a group child care home may be issued a special use permit, conditional use

permit, or other similar permit.
(6) A licensed or registered family or group child care home that operated before March 30, 1989 is not

required to comply with the requirements of this section.
(7) The requirements of this section shall not prevent a local unit of government from inspecting and

enforcing a family or group child care home for the home’s compliance with the local unit of government’s
zoning ordinance. For a county or township, an ordinance shall not be more restrictive for a family or group
child care home than as provided under 1973 PA 116, MCL 722.111 to 722.128.
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(8) The subsequent establishment of any of the facilities listed under subsection (4)(a) will not affect any
subsequent special use permit renewal, conditional use permit renewal, or other similar permit renewal
pertaining to the group child care home.

(9) The requirements of this section shall not prevent a local unit of government from issuing a special use
permit, conditional use permit, or other similar permit to a licensed or registered group child care home that
does not meet the standards listed under subsection (4).

(10) The distances required under subsection (4)(a) shall be measured along a road, street, or place
maintained by this state or a local unit of government and generally open to the public as a matter of right for
the purpose of vehicular traffic, not including an alley.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006;Am. 2007, Act 219, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 2007.

125.3207 Zoning ordinance or decision; effect as prohibiting establishment of land use.
Sec. 207. A zoning ordinance or zoning decision shall not have the effect of totally prohibiting the

establishment of a land use within a local unit of government in the presence of a demonstrated need for that
land use within either that local unit of government or the surrounding area within the state, unless a location
within the local unit of government does not exist where the use may be appropriately located or the use is
unlawful.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3208 Nonconforming uses or structures.
Sec. 208. (1) If the use of a dwelling, building, or structure or of the land is lawful at the time of enactment

of a zoning ordinance or an amendment to a zoning ordinance, then that use may be continued although the
use does not conform to the zoning ordinance or amendment. This subsection is intended to codify the law as
it existed before July 1, 2006 in section 16(1) of the former county zoning act, 1943 PA 183, section 16(1) of
the former township zoning act, 1943 PA 184, and section 3a(1) of the former city and village zoning act,
1921 PA 207, as they applied to counties, townships, and cities and villages, respectively, and shall be
construed as a continuation of those laws and not as a new enactment.

(2) The legislative body may provide in a zoning ordinance for the completion, resumption, restoration,
reconstruction, extension, or substitution of nonconforming uses or structures upon terms and conditions
provided in the zoning ordinance. In establishing terms for the completion, resumption, restoration,
reconstruction, extension, or substitution of nonconforming uses or structures, different classes of
nonconforming uses may be established in the zoning ordinance with different requirements applicable to
each class.

(3) The legislative body may acquire, by purchase, condemnation, or otherwise, private property or an
interest in private property for the removal of nonconforming uses and structures. The legislative body may
provide that the cost and expense of acquiring private property may be paid from general funds or assessed to
a special district in accordance with the applicable statutory provisions relating to the creation and operation
of special assessment districts for public improvements in local units of government. Property acquired under
this subsection by a city or village shall not be used for public housing.

(4) The elimination of the nonconforming uses and structures in a zoning district is declared to be for a
public purpose and for a public use. The legislative body may institute proceedings for condemnation of
nonconforming uses and structures under 1911 PA 149, MCL 213.21 to 213.25.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006;Am. 2008, Act 12, Imd. Eff. Feb. 29, 2008;Am. 2010, Act 330, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21,
2010.

125.3209 Township zoning ordinance not subject to county ordinance, rule, or regulation.
Sec. 209. Except as otherwise provided under this act, a township that has enacted a zoning ordinance

under this act is not subject to an ordinance, rule, or regulation adopted by a county under this act.
History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3210 Ordinance as controlling.
Sec. 210. Except as otherwise provided under this act, an ordinance adopted under this act shall be

controlling in the case of any inconsistencies between the ordinance and an ordinance adopted under any
other law.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3211 Appointment of zoning commission by legislative body; purposes; petition;
initiation of action to formulate zoning commission and zoning ordinance.
Sec. 211. (1) The legislative body may proceed with the adoption of a zoning ordinance containing land
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development regulations and establishing zoning districts under this act upon appointment of a zoning
commission as provided in section 301.

(2) The legislative body may appoint a zoning commission for purposes of formulating a zoning ordinance
on its own initiative or upon receipt of a petition requesting that action as provided under subsection (3).

(3) Upon receipt of a petition signed by a number of qualified and registered voters residing in the zoning
jurisdiction equal to not less than 8% of the total votes cast within the zoning jurisdiction for all candidates for
governor at the last preceding general election at which a governor was elected, filed with the clerk of the
local unit of government requesting the legislative body to appoint a zoning commission for purposes of
formulating a zoning ordinance, the legislative body, at the next regular meeting, may initiate action to
formulate a zoning commission and zoning ordinance under this act.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

ARTICLE III
ZONING COMMISSION

125.3301 Zoning commission; creation; transfer of powers to planning commission;
resolution; membership; terms; successors; vacancy; limitation; removal of member;
officers.
Sec. 301. (1) Each local unit of government in which the legislative body exercises authority under this act

shall create a zoning commission unless 1 of the following applies:
(a) A county zoning commission created under former 1943 PA 183, a township zoning board created

under former 1943 PA 184, or a city or village zoning commission created under former 1921 PA 207 was in
existence in the local unit of government as of June 30, 2006. Unless abolished by the legislative body, that
existing board or commission shall continue as and exercise the powers and perform the duties of a zoning
commission under this act, subject to a transfer of power under subsection (2).

(b) A planning commission was, as of June 30, 2006, in existence in the local unit of government and
pursuant to the applicable planning enabling act exercising the powers and performing the duties of a county
zoning commission created under former 1943 PA 185, of a township zoning board created under former
1943 PA 184, or of a city or village zoning commission created under former 1921 PA 207. Unless abolished
by the legislative body, that existing planning commission shall continue and exercise the powers and perform
the duties of a zoning commission under this act.

(c) The local unit of government has created a planning commission on or after July 1, 2006 and
transferred the powers and duties of a zoning commission to the planning commission pursuant to the
applicable planning enabling act.

(2) Except as otherwise provided under this subsection, if the powers and duties of the zoning commission
have been transferred to the planning commission as provided by law, the planning commission shall function
as the zoning commission of the local unit of government. By July 1, 2011, the legislative body shall transfer
the powers and duties of the zoning commission to the planning commission. Except as provided under this
subsection, beginning July 1, 2011, a zoning commission's powers or duties under this act or an ordinance
adopted under this act shall only be exercised or performed by a planning commission.

(3) If a zoning commission is created on or after July 1, 2006, the zoning commission shall be created by
resolution and be composed of not fewer than 5 or more than 11 members appointed by the legislative body.
Not fewer than 2 of the members of a county zoning commission shall be recommended for membership by
the legislative bodies of townships that are, or will be, subject to the county zoning ordinance. This
requirement may be met as vacancies occur on a county zoning commission that existed on June 30, 2006.

(4) The members of a zoning commission shall be selected upon the basis of the members' qualifications
and fitness to serve as members of a zoning commission.

(5) The first zoning commission appointed under subsection (3) shall be divided as nearly as possible into
3 equal groups, with terms of each group as follows:

(a) One group for 1 year.
(b) One group for 2 years.
(c) One group for 3 years.
(6) Upon the expiration of the terms of the members first appointed, successors shall be appointed in the

same manner for terms of 3 years each. A member of the zoning commission shall serve until a successor is
appointed and has been qualified.

(7) A vacancy on a zoning commission shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term in the same
manner as the original appointment.

(8) An elected officer of a local unit of government shall not serve simultaneously as a member or an
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employee of the zoning commission of that local unit of government, except that 1 member of the legislative
body may be a member of the zoning commission.

(9) The legislative body shall provide for the removal of a member of a zoning commission for
misfeasance, malfeasance, or nonfeasance in office upon written charges and after public hearing.

(10) A zoning commission shall elect from its members a chairperson, a secretary, and other officers and
establish such committees it considers necessary and may engage any employees, including for technical
assistance, it requires. The election of officers shall be held not less than once in every 2-year period.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006;Am. 2008, Act 12, Imd. Eff. Feb. 29, 2008.

125.3302 Expenses; compensation.
Sec. 302. Members of the zoning commission may be reimbursed for reasonable expenses actually

incurred in the discharge of their duties and may receive compensation as fixed by the legislative body.
History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3303 Planning expert; compensation.
Sec. 303. (1) With the approval of the legislative body, the zoning commission may engage the services of

a planning expert. Compensation for the planning expert shall be paid by the legislative body.
(2) The zoning commission shall consider any information and recommendations furnished by appropriate

public officials, departments, or agencies.
History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3304 Regular meetings; notice; zoning commission subject to open meetings act.
Sec. 304. The zoning commission shall hold a minimum of 2 regular meetings annually, giving notice of

the time and place by publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the zoning jurisdiction. Notice shall
be given not less than 15 days before the meeting. The zoning commission is subject to the open meetings act,
1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3305 Recommendations of zoning commission; adoption and filing.
Sec. 305. The zoning commission shall adopt and file with the legislative body the following

recommendations:
(a) A zoning plan for the areas subject to zoning of the local unit of government.
(b) The establishment of zoning districts, including the boundaries of those districts.
(c) The text of a zoning ordinance with the necessary maps and zoning regulations to be adopted for a

zoning district or the zoning jurisdiction as a whole.
(d) The manner of administering and enforcing the zoning ordinance.
History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3306 Recommendations of zoning commission; submission to legislative body; public
hearing; notice; examination of proposed text and maps.
Sec. 306. (1) Before submitting its recommendations for a proposed zoning ordinance to the legislative

body, the zoning commission shall hold at least 1 public hearing. Notice of the time and place of the public
hearing shall be given in the same manner as required under section 103(1) for the initial adoption of a zoning
ordinance or section 202 for any other subsequent zoning text or map amendments.

(2) Notice of the time and place of the public hearing shall also be given by mail to each electric, gas, and
pipeline public utility company, each telecommunication service provider, each railroad operating within the
district or zone affected, and the airport manager of each airport, that registers its name and mailing address
with the clerk of the legislative body for the purpose of receiving the notice of public hearing.

(3) The notices required under this section shall include the places and times at which the proposed text
and any maps of the zoning ordinance may be examined.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3307 Review and recommendations after hearing; submission to township; submission
to coordinating zoning committee; waiver of right to review.
Sec. 307. (1) Following the hearing required in section 306, a township shall submit for review and

recommendation the proposed zoning ordinance, including any zoning maps, to the zoning commission of the
county in which the township is situated if a county zoning commission has been appointed as provided under
this act.

(2) If there is not a county zoning commission or county planning commission, the proposed zoning
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ordinance shall be submitted to the coordinating zoning committee. The coordinating zoning committee shall
be composed of either 3 or 5 members appointed by the legislative body of the county for the purpose of
coordinating the zoning ordinances proposed for adoption under this act with the zoning ordinances of a
township, city, or village having a common boundary with the township.

(3) The county will have waived its right for review and recommendation of an ordinance if the
recommendation of the county zoning commission, planning commission, or coordinating zoning committee
has not been received by the township within 30 days from the date the proposed ordinance is received by the
county.

(4) The legislative body of a county by resolution may waive its right to review township ordinances and
amendments under this section.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3308 Summary of public hearing comments; transmission to legislative body by zoning
commission; report.
Sec. 308. (1) Following the required public hearing under section 306, the zoning commission shall

transmit a summary of comments received at the hearing and its proposed zoning ordinance, including any
zoning maps and recommendations, to the legislative body of the local unit of government.

(2) Following the enactment of the zoning ordinance, the zoning commission shall at least once per year
prepare for the legislative body a report on the administration and enforcement of the zoning ordinance and
recommendations for amendments or supplements to the ordinance.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

ARTICLE IV
ZONING ADOPTION AND ENFORCEMENT

125.3401 Public hearing to be held by legislative body; conditions; notice; approval of
zoning ordinance and amendments by legislative body; filing; notice of ordinance
adoption; notice mailed to airport manager; information to be included in notice; other
statutory requirements superseded.
Sec. 401. (1) After receiving a zoning ordinance under section 308(1) or an amendment under sections 202

and 308(1), the legislative body may hold a public hearing if it considers it necessary or if otherwise required.
(2) Notice of a public hearing to be held by the legislative body shall be given in the same manner as

required under section 103(1) for the initial adoption of a zoning ordinance or section 202 for any zoning text
or map amendments.

(3) The legislative body may refer any proposed amendments to the zoning commission for consideration
and comment within a time specified by the legislative body.

(4) The legislative body shall grant a hearing on a proposed ordinance provision to an interested property
owner who requests a hearing by certified mail, addressed to the clerk of the legislative body. A hearing under
this subsection is not subject to the requirements of section 103, except that notice of the hearing shall be
given to the interested property owner in the manner required in section 103(3) and (4).

(5) After any proceedings under subsections (1) to (4), the legislative body shall consider and vote upon
the adoption of a zoning ordinance, with or without amendments. A zoning ordinance and any amendments
shall be approved by a majority vote of the members of the legislative body.

(6) Except as otherwise provided under section 402, a zoning ordinance shall take effect upon the
expiration of 7 days after publication as required by subsection (7) or at such later date after publication as
may be specified by the legislative body or charter.

(7) Following adoption of a zoning ordinance or any subsequent amendments by the legislative body, the
zoning ordinance or subsequent amendments shall be filed with the clerk of the legislative body, and a notice
of ordinance adoption shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the local unit of government
within 15 days after adoption.

(8) A copy of the notice required under subsection (7) shall be mailed to the airport manager of an airport
entitled to notice under section 306.

(9) The notice required under this section shall include all of the following information:
(a) In the case of a newly adopted zoning ordinance, the following statement: "A zoning ordinance

regulating the development and use of land has been adopted by the legislative body of the [county, township,
city, or village] of __________.".

(b) In the case of an amendment to an existing zoning ordinance, either a summary of the regulatory effect
of the amendment, including the geographic area affected, or the text of the amendment.
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(c) The effective date of the ordinance or amendment.
(d) The place where and time when a copy of the ordinance or amendment may be purchased or inspected.
(10) The filing and publication requirements under this section supersede any other statutory or charter

requirements relating to the filing and publication of county, township, city, or village ordinances.
History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006;Am. 2008, Act 12, Imd. Eff. Feb. 29, 2008.

125.3402 Notice of intent to file petition.
Sec. 402. (1) Within 7 days after publication of a zoning ordinance under section 401, a registered elector

residing in the zoning jurisdiction of a county or township may file with the clerk of the legislative body a
notice of intent to file a petition under this section.

(2) If a notice of intent is filed under subsection (1), the petitioner shall have 30 days following the
publication of the zoning ordinance to file a petition signed by a number of registered electors residing in the
zoning jurisdiction not less than 15% of the total vote cast within the zoning jurisdiction for all candidates for
governor at the last preceding general election at which a governor was elected, with the clerk of the
legislative body requesting the submission of a zoning ordinance or part of a zoning ordinance to the electors
residing in the zoning jurisdiction for their approval.

(3) Upon the filing of a notice of intent under subsection (1), the zoning ordinance or part of the zoning
ordinance adopted by the legislative body shall not take effect until 1 of the following occurs:

(a) The expiration of 30 days after publication of the ordinance, if a petition is not filed within that time.
(b) If a petition is filed within 30 days after publication of the ordinance, the clerk of the legislative body

determines that the petition is inadequate.
(c) If a petition is filed within 30 days after publication of the ordinance, the clerk of the legislative body

determines that the petition is adequate and the ordinance or part of the ordinance is approved by a majority of
the registered electors residing in the zoning jurisdiction voting on the petition at the next regular election or
at any special election called for that purpose. The legislative body shall provide the manner of submitting the
zoning ordinance or part of the zoning ordinance to the electors for their approval or rejection and
determining the result of the election.

(4) A petition and an election under this section are subject to the Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116,
MCL 168.1 to 168.992.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3403 Amendment to zoning ordinance; filing of protest petition; vote.
Sec. 403. (1) An amendment to a zoning ordinance by a city or village is subject to a protest petition as

required by this subsection. If a protest petition is filed, approval of the amendment to the zoning ordinance
shall require a 2/3 vote of the legislative body, unless a larger vote, not to exceed a 3/4 vote, is required by
ordinance or charter. The protest petition shall be presented to the legislative body of the city or village before
final legislative action on the amendment and shall be signed by 1 or more of the following:

(a) The owners of at least 20% of the area of land included in the proposed change.
(b) The owners of at least 20% of the area of land included within an area extending outward 100 feet from

any point on the boundary of the land included in the proposed change.
(2) Publicly owned land shall be excluded in calculating the 20% land area requirement under subsection

(1).
History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3404 Interim zoning ordinance.
Sec. 404. (1) To protect the public health, safety, and general welfare of the inhabitants and the lands and

resources of a local unit of government during the period required for the preparation and enactment of an
initial zoning ordinance under this act, the legislative body of a local unit of government may direct the
zoning commission to submit, within a specified period of time, recommendations as to the provisions of an
interim zoning ordinance.

(2) Before presenting its recommendations to the legislative body, the zoning commission of a township
shall submit the interim zoning ordinance, or an amendment to the ordinance, to the county zoning
commission or the coordinating zoning committee, for the purpose of coordinating the zoning ordinance with
the zoning ordinances of a township, city, or village having a common boundary with the township. The
ordinance shall be considered approved 15 days from the date the zoning ordinance is submitted to the
legislative body.

(3) After approval, the legislative body, by majority vote of its members, may give the interim ordinance or
amendments to the interim ordinance immediate effect. An interim ordinance and subsequent amendments
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shall be filed and published as required under section 401.
(4) The interim ordinance, including any amendments, shall be limited to 1 year from the effective date

and to not more than 2 years of renewal thereafter by resolution of the local unit of government.
History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3405 Use and development of land as condition to rezoning.
Sec. 405. (1) An owner of land may voluntarily offer in writing, and the local unit of government may

approve, certain use and development of the land as a condition to a rezoning of the land or an amendment to
a zoning map.

(2) In approving the conditions under subsection (1), the local unit of government may establish a time
period during which the conditions apply to the land. Except for an extension under subsection (4), if the
conditions are not satisfied within the time specified under this subsection, the land shall revert to its former
zoning classification.

(3) The local government shall not add to or alter the conditions approved under subsection (1) during the
time period specified under subsection (2) of this section.

(4) The time period specified under subsection (2) may be extended upon the application of the landowner
and approval of the local unit of government.

(5) A local unit of government shall not require a landowner to offer conditions as a requirement for
rezoning. The lack of an offer under subsection (1) shall not otherwise affect a landowner's rights under this
act, the ordinances of the local unit of government, or any other laws of this state.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3406 Zoning permits; fees; effect of delinquent payment of fine, costs, or assessment.
Sec. 406. (1) The legislative body may charge reasonable fees for zoning permits as a condition of granting

authority to use, erect, alter, or locate dwellings, buildings, and structures, including tents and recreational
vehicles, within a zoning district established under this act.

(2) A zoning ordinance adopted by a city may provide that a person is not eligible to apply for a rezoning,
site plan approval, special land use approval, planned unit development approval, variance, or other zoning
authorization if the person is delinquent in paying a civil fine, costs, or a justice system assessment imposed
by an administrative hearings bureau established in that city pursuant to section 4q of the home rule city act,
1909 PA 279, MCL 117.4q.

(3) A zoning ordinance provision adopted under subsection (2) does not apply to an applicant for a zoning
authorization if the applicant became the owner of the property by foreclosure or by taking a deed in lieu of
foreclosure and is 1 of the following:

(a) A government-sponsored enterprise. As used in this subdivision, "government-sponsored enterprise"
means that term as defined in 2 USC 622(8), or the Michigan state housing development authority created
under the state housing development authority act of 1966, 1966 PA 346, MCL 125.1401 to 125.1499c.

(b) A financial institution. As used in this subdivision, "financial institution" means that term as defined in
section 4(c) of the Michigan strategic fund act, 1984 PA 270, MCL 125.2004.

(c) A mortgage servicer, as that term is defined in section 1a of the mortgage brokers, lenders, and
servicers licensing act, 1987 PA 173, MCL 445.1651a, that is subject to the mortgage brokers, lenders, and
servicers licensing act, 1987 PA 173, MCL 445.1651 to 445.1684.

(d) A credit union service organization that is organized under the laws of this state or the United States.
(4) Subsection (2) does not apply to a zoning authorization if the authorization will correct, in whole or in

part, the blight violation that was the subject of the delinquent payment referred to in subsection (2).
History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006;Am. 2013, Act 189, Eff. Mar. 14, 2014.

125.3407 Certain violations as nuisance per se.
Sec. 407. Except as otherwise provided by law, a use of land or a dwelling, building, or structure, including

a tent or recreational vehicle, used, erected, altered, razed, or converted in violation of a zoning ordinance or
regulation adopted under this act is a nuisance per se. The court shall order the nuisance abated, and the owner
or agent in charge of the dwelling, building, structure, tent, recreational vehicle, or land is liable for
maintaining a nuisance per se. The legislative body shall in the zoning ordinance enacted under this act
designate the proper official or officials who shall administer and enforce the zoning ordinance and do 1 of
the following for each violation of the zoning ordinance:

(a) Impose a penalty for the violation.
(b) Designate the violation as a municipal civil infraction and impose a civil fine for the violation.
(c) Designate the violation as a blight violation and impose a civil fine or other sanction authorized by law.
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This subdivision applies only to a city that establishes an administrative hearings bureau pursuant to section
4q of the home rule city act, 1909 PA 279, MCL 117.4q.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006;Am. 2008, Act 12, Imd. Eff. Feb. 29, 2008.

ARTICLE V
SPECIAL ZONING PROVISIONS

125.3501 Submission and approval of site plan; procedures and requirements.
Sec. 501. (1) The local unit of government may require the submission and approval of a site plan before

authorization of a land use or activity regulated by a zoning ordinance. The zoning ordinance shall specify the
body or official responsible for reviewing site plans and granting approval.

(2) If a zoning ordinance requires site plan approval, the site plan, as approved, shall become part of the
record of approval, and subsequent actions relating to the activity authorized shall be consistent with the
approved site plan, unless a change conforming to the zoning ordinance is agreed to by the landowner and the
body or official that initially approved the site plan.

(3) The procedures and requirements for the submission and approval of site plans shall be specified in the
zoning ordinance. Site plan submission, review, and approval shall be required for special land uses and
planned unit developments.

(4) A decision rejecting, approving, or conditionally approving a site plan shall be based upon
requirements and standards contained in the zoning ordinance, other statutorily authorized and properly
adopted local unit of government planning documents, other applicable ordinances, and state and federal
statutes.

(5) A site plan shall be approved if it contains the information required by the zoning ordinance and is in
compliance with the conditions imposed under the zoning ordinance, other statutorily authorized and properly
adopted local unit of government planning documents, other applicable ordinances, and state and federal
statutes.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006;Am. 2008, Act 12, Imd. Eff. Feb. 29, 2008.

125.3502 Special land uses; review and approval; application; notice of request; public
hearing; incorporation of decision in statement of findings and conclusions.
Sec. 502. (1) The legislative body may provide in a zoning ordinance for special land uses in a zoning

district. A special land use shall be subject to the review and approval of the zoning commission, the planning
commission, an official charged with administering the zoning ordinance, or the legislative body as required
by the zoning ordinance. The zoning ordinance shall specify all of the following:

(a) The special land uses and activities eligible for approval and the body or official responsible for
reviewing and granting approval.

(b) The requirements and standards for approving a request for a special land use.
(c) The procedures and supporting materials required for the application, review, and approval of a special

land use.
(2) Upon receipt of an application for a special land use which requires a discretionary decision, the local

unit of government shall provide notice of the request as required under section 103. The notice shall indicate
that a public hearing on the special land use request may be requested by any property owner or the occupant
of any structure located within 300 feet of the property being considered for a special land use regardless of
whether the property or occupant is located in the zoning jurisdiction.

(3) At the initiative of the body or official responsible for approving the special land use or upon the
request of the applicant, a real property owner whose real property is assessed within 300 feet of the property,
or the occupant of a structure located within 300 feet of the property, a public hearing shall be held before a
discretionary decision is made on the special land use request.

(4) The body or official designated to review and approve special land uses may deny, approve, or approve
with conditions a request for special land use approval. The decision on a special land use shall be
incorporated in a statement of findings and conclusions relative to the special land use which specifies the
basis for the decision and any conditions imposed.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3503 Planned unit development.
Sec. 503. (1) As used in this section, "planned unit development" includes such terms as cluster zoning,

planned development, community unit plan, and planned residential development and other terminology
denoting zoning requirements designed to accomplish the objectives of the zoning ordinance through a land
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development project review process based on the application of site planning criteria to achieve integration of
the proposed land development project with the characteristics of the project area.

(2) The legislative body may establish planned unit development requirements in a zoning ordinance that
permit flexibility in the regulation of land development, encourage innovation in land use and variety in
design, layout, and type of structures constructed, achieve economy and efficiency in the use of land, natural
resources, energy, and the provision of public services and utilities, encourage useful open space, and provide
better housing, employment, and shopping opportunities particularly suited to the needs of the residents of
this state. The review and approval of planned unit developments shall be by the zoning commission, an
individual charged with administration of the zoning ordinance, or the legislative body, as specified in the
zoning ordinance.

(3) Within a land development project designated as a planned unit development, regulations relating to the
use of land, including, but not limited to, permitted uses, lot sizes, setbacks, height limits, required facilities,
buffers, open space areas, and land use density, shall be determined in accordance with the planned unit
development regulations specified in the zoning ordinance. The planned unit development regulations need
not be uniform with regard to each type of land use if equitable procedures recognizing due process principles
and avoiding arbitrary decisions are followed in making regulatory decisions. Unless explicitly prohibited by
the planned unit development regulations, if requested by the landowner, a local unit of government may
approve a planned unit development with open space that is not contiguous with the rest of the planned unit
development.

(4) The planned unit development regulations established by the local unit of government shall specify all
of the following:

(a) The body or official responsible for the review and approval of planned unit development requests.
(b) The conditions that create planned unit development eligibility, the participants in the review process,

and the requirements and standards upon which applicants will be reviewed and approval granted.
(c) The procedures required for application, review, and approval.
(5) Following receipt of a request to approve a planned unit development, the body or official responsible

for the review and approval shall hold at least 1 public hearing on the request. A zoning ordinance may
provide for preapplication conferences before submission of a planned unit development request and the
submission of preliminary site plans before the public hearing. Notification of the public hearing shall be
given in the same manner as required under section 103.

(6) Within a reasonable time following the public hearing, the body or official responsible for approving
planned unit developments shall meet for final consideration of the request and deny, approve, or approve
with conditions the request. The body or official shall prepare a report stating its conclusions, its decision, the
basis for its decision, and any conditions imposed on an affirmative decision.

(7) If amendment of a zoning ordinance is required by the planned unit development regulations of a
zoning ordinance, the requirements of this act for amendment of a zoning ordinance shall be followed, except
that the hearing and notice required by this section shall fulfill the public hearing and notice requirements of
section 306.

(8)If the planned unit development regulations of a zoning ordinance do not require amendment of the
zoning ordinance to authorize a planned unit development, the body or official responsible for review and
approval shall approve, approve with conditions, or deny a request.

(9)Final approval may be granted on each phase of a multiphased planned unit development if each phase
contains the necessary components to insure protection of natural resources and the health, safety, and welfare
of the users of the planned unit development and the residents of the surrounding area.

(10)In establishing planned unit development requirements, a local unit of government may incorporate by
reference other ordinances or statutes which regulate land development. The planned unit development
regulations contained in zoning ordinances shall encourage complementary relationships between zoning
regulations and other regulations affecting the development of land.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3504 Special land uses; regulations and standards; compliance; conditions; record of
conditions.
Sec. 504. (1) If the zoning ordinance authorizes the consideration and approval of special land uses or

planned unit developments under section 502 or 503 or otherwise provides for discretionary decisions, the
regulations and standards upon which those decisions are made shall be specified in the zoning ordinance.

(2) The standards shall be consistent with and promote the intent and purpose of the zoning ordinance and
shall insure that the land use or activity authorized shall be compatible with adjacent uses of land, the natural
environment, and the capacities of public services and facilities affected by the land use. The standards shall
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also insure that the land use or activity is consistent with the public health, safety, and welfare of the local unit
of government.

(3) A request for approval of a land use or activity shall be approved if the request is in compliance with
the standards stated in the zoning ordinance, the conditions imposed under the zoning ordinance, other
applicable ordinances, and state and federal statutes.

(4) Reasonable conditions may be required with the approval of a special land use, planned unit
development, or other land uses or activities permitted by discretionary decision. The conditions may include
conditions necessary to insure that public services and facilities affected by a proposed land use or activity
will be capable of accommodating increased service and facility loads caused by the land use or activity, to
protect the natural environment and conserve natural resources and energy, to insure compatibility with
adjacent uses of land, and to promote the use of land in a socially and economically desirable manner.
Conditions imposed shall meet all of the following requirements:

(a) Be designed to protect natural resources, the health, safety, and welfare, as well as the social and
economic well-being, of those who will use the land use or activity under consideration, residents and
landowners immediately adjacent to the proposed land use or activity, and the community as a whole.

(b) Be related to the valid exercise of the police power and purposes which are affected by the proposed
use or activity.

(c) Be necessary to meet the intent and purpose of the zoning requirements, be related to the standards
established in the zoning ordinance for the land use or activity under consideration, and be necessary to insure
compliance with those standards.

(5) The conditions imposed with respect to the approval of a land use or activity shall be recorded in the
record of the approval action and remain unchanged except upon the mutual consent of the approving
authority and the landowner. The approving authority shall maintain a record of conditions which are
changed.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3505 Performance guarantee.
Sec. 505. (1) To ensure compliance with a zoning ordinance and any conditions imposed under a zoning

ordinance, a local unit of government may require that a cash deposit, certified check, irrevocable letter of
credit, or surety bond acceptable to the local unit of government covering the estimated cost of improvements
be deposited with the clerk of the legislative body to insure faithful completion of the improvements. The
performance guarantee shall be deposited at the time of the issuance of the permit authorizing the activity or
project. The local unit of government may not require the deposit of the performance guarantee until it is
prepared to issue the permit. The local unit of government shall establish procedures by which a rebate of any
cash deposits in reasonable proportion to the ratio of work completed on the required improvements shall be
made as work progresses.

(2) This section shall not be applicable to improvements for which a cash deposit, certified check,
irrevocable bank letter of credit, or surety bond has been deposited under the land division act, 1967 PA 288,
MCL 560.101 to 560.293.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3506 Open space preservation.
Sec. 506. (1) Subject to subsection (4) and section 402, a qualified local unit of government shall provide

in its zoning ordinance that land zoned for residential development may be developed, at the option of the
landowner, with the same number of dwelling units on a smaller portion of the land than specified in the
zoning ordinance, but not more than 50% for a county or township or 80% for a city or village, that could
otherwise be developed, as determined by the local unit of government under existing ordinances, laws, and
rules on the entire land area, if all of the following apply:

(a) The land is zoned at a density equivalent to 2 or fewer dwelling units per acre or, if the land is served
by a public sewer system, 3 or fewer dwelling units per acre.

(b) A percentage of the land area specified in the zoning ordinance, but not less than 50% for a county or
township or 20% for a city or village, will remain perpetually in an undeveloped state by means of a
conservation easement, plat dedication, restrictive covenant, or other legal means that runs with the land, as
prescribed by the zoning ordinance.

(c) The development does not depend upon the extension of a public sewer or public water supply system,
unless development of the land without the exercise of the option provided by this subsection would also
depend upon the extension.

(d) The option provided under this subsection has not previously been exercised with respect to that land.
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(2) After a landowner exercises the option provided under subsection (1), the land may be rezoned
accordingly.

(3) The development of land under subsection (1) is subject to other applicable ordinances, laws, and rules,
including rules relating to suitability of groundwater for on-site water supply for land not served by public
water and rules relating to suitability of soils for on-site sewage disposal for land not served by public sewers.

(4) Subsection (1) does not apply to a qualified local unit of government if both of the following apply:
(a) On or before October 1, 2001, the local unit of government had in effect a zoning ordinance provision

providing for both of the following:
(i) Land zoned for residential development may be developed, at the option of the landowner, with the

same number of dwelling units on a smaller portion of the land that, as determined by the local unit of
government, could otherwise be developed under existing ordinances, laws, and rules on the entire land area.

(ii) If the landowner exercises the option provided by subparagraph (i), the portion of the land not
developed will remain perpetually in an undeveloped state by means of a conservation easement, plat
dedication, restrictive covenant, or other legal means that runs with the land.

(b) On or before December 15, 2001, a landowner exercised the option provided under the zoning
ordinance provision referred to in subdivision (a) with at least 50% of the land area for a county or township
or 20% of the land area for a city or village, remaining perpetually in an undeveloped state.

(5) The zoning ordinance provisions required by subsection (1) shall be cited as the "open space
preservation" provisions of the zoning ordinance.

(6) As used in this section, "qualified local unit of government" means a county, township, city, or village
that meets all of the following requirements:

(a) Has adopted a zoning ordinance.
(b) Has a population of 1,800 or more.
(c) Has land that is not developed and that is zoned for residential development at a density described in

subsection (1)(a).
History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3507 Purchase of development rights program; adoption of ordinance; limitations;
agreements with other local governments.
Sec. 507. (1) As used in this section and sections 508 and 509, "PDR program" means a purchase of

development rights program.
(2) The legislative body may adopt a development rights ordinance limited to the establishment, financing,

and administration of a PDR program, as provided under this section and sections 508 and 509. The PDR
program may be used only to protect agricultural land and other eligible land. This section and sections 508
and 509 do not expand the condemnation authority of a local unit of government as otherwise provided for in
this act.

(3) A PDR program shall not acquire development rights by condemnation. This section and sections 508
and 509 do not limit any authority that may otherwise be provided by law for a local unit of government to
protect natural resources, preserve open space, provide for historic preservation, or accomplish similar
purposes.

(4) A legislative body shall not establish, finance, or administer a PDR program unless the legislative body
adopts a development rights ordinance. If the local unit of government has a zoning ordinance, the
development rights ordinance may be adopted as part of the zoning ordinance under the procedures for a
zoning ordinance under this act. A local unit of government may adopt a development rights ordinance in the
same manner as required for a zoning ordinance.

(5) A legislative body may promote and enter into agreements with other local units of government for the
purchase of development rights, including cross-jurisdictional purchases, subject to applicable development
rights ordinances.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3508 PDR program; purchase of development rights by local unit of government;
conveyance; notice; requirements for certain purchases.
Sec. 508. (1) A development rights ordinance shall provide for a PDR program. Under a PDR program, the

local unit of government purchases development rights, but only from a willing landowner. A development
rights ordinance providing for a PDR program shall specify all of the following:

(a) The public benefits that the local unit of government may seek through the purchase of development
rights.

(b) The procedure by which the local unit of government or a landowner may by application initiate
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purchase of development rights.
(c) The development rights authorized to be purchased subject to a determination under standards and

procedures required by subdivision (d).
(d) The standards and procedures to be followed by the legislative body for approving, modifying, or

rejecting an application to purchase development rights, including the determination of all the following:
(i) Whether to purchase development rights.
(ii) Which development rights to purchase.
(iii) The intensity of development permitted after the purchase on the land from which the development

rights are purchased.
(iv) The price at which development rights will be purchased and the method of payment.
(v) The procedure for ensuring that the purchase or sale of development rights is legally fixed so as to run

with the land.
(e) The circumstances under which an owner of land from which development rights have been purchased

under a PDR program may repurchase those development rights and how the proceeds of the purchase are to
be used by the local unit of government.

(2) If the local unit of government has a zoning ordinance, the purchase of development rights shall be
consistent with the plan referred to in section 203 upon which the zoning ordinance is based.

(3) Development rights acquired under a PDR program may be conveyed only as provided under
subsection (1)(e).

(4) A county shall notify each township, city, or village, and a township shall notify each village, in which
is located land from which development rights are proposed to be purchased of the receipt of an application
for the purchase of development rights and shall notify each township, city, or village of the disposition of
that application.

(5) A county shall not purchase development rights under a development rights ordinance from land
subject to a township, city, or village zoning ordinance unless all of the following requirements are met:

(a) The development rights ordinance provisions for the PDR program are consistent with the plan upon
which the township, city, or village zoning is based.

(b) The legislative body of the township, city, or village adopts a resolution authorizing the PDR program
to apply in the township, city, or village.

(c) As part of the application procedure for the specific proposed purchase of development rights, the
township, city, or village provides the county with written approval of the purchase.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3509 PDR program; financing sources; bonds or notes; special assessments.
Sec. 509. (1) A PDR program may be financed through 1 or more of the following sources:
(a) General appropriations by the local unit of government.
(b) Proceeds from the sale of development rights by the local unit of government subject to section 508(3).
(c) Grants.
(d) Donations.
(e) Bonds or notes issued under subsections (2) to (5).
(f) General fund revenue.
(g) Special assessments under subsection (6).
(h) Other sources approved by the legislative body and permitted by law.
(2) The legislative body may borrow money and issue bonds or notes under the revised municipal finance

act, 2001 PA 34, MCL 141.2101 to 141.2821, subject to the general debt limit applicable to the local unit of
government. The bonds or notes may be revenue bonds or notes, general obligation limited tax bonds or
notes, or, subject to section 6 of article IX of the state constitution of 1963, general obligation unlimited tax
bonds or notes.

(3) The legislative body may secure bonds or notes issued under this section by mortgage, assignment, or
pledge of property, including, but not limited to, anticipated tax collections, revenue sharing payments, or
special assessment revenues. A pledge made by the legislative body is valid and binding from the time the
pledge is made. The pledge immediately shall be subject to the lien of the pledge without a filing or further
act. The lien of the pledge shall be valid and binding as against parties having claims in tort, contract, or
otherwise against the local unit of government, irrespective of whether the parties have notice of the lien.
Filing of the resolution, the trust agreement, or another instrument by which a pledge is created is not
required.

(4) Bonds or notes issued under this section are exempt from all taxation in this state except inheritance
and transfer taxes, and the interest on the bonds or notes is exempt from all taxation in this state.
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(5) The bonds and notes issued under this section may be invested in by the state treasurer and all other
public officers, state agencies, and political subdivisions, insurance companies, financial institutions,
investment companies, and fiduciaries and trustees and may be deposited with and received by the state
treasurer and all other public officers and the agencies and political subdivisions of this state for all purposes
for which the deposit of bonds or notes is authorized. The authority granted by this section is in addition to all
other authority granted by law.

(6) A development rights ordinance may authorize the legislative body to finance a PDR program by
special assessments. In addition to meeting the requirements of section 508, the development rights ordinance
shall include in the procedure to approve and establish a special assessment district both of the following:

(a) The requirement that there be filed with the legislative body a petition containing all of the following:
(i) A description of the development rights to be purchased, including a legal description of the land from

which the purchase is to be made.
(ii) A description of the proposed special assessment district.
(iii) The signatures of the owners of at least 66% of the land area in the proposed special assessment

district.
(iv) The amount and duration of the proposed special assessments.
(b) The requirement that the legislative body specify how the proposed purchase of development rights

will specially benefit the land in the proposed special assessment district.
History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3513 Biofuel production facility as permitted use of property; requirements; special land
use approval; application; hearing; conditions; applicability of subsections (2) to (5);
authority of local unit of government; definitions.
Sec. 513. (1) A biofuel production facility with an annual production capacity of not more than 100,000

gallons of biofuel is a permitted use of property and is not subject to special land use approval if all of the
following requirements are met:

(a) The biofuel production facility is located on a farm.
(b) The biofuel production facility is located not less than 100 feet from the boundary of any contiguous

property under different ownership than the property on which the biofuel production facility is located and
meets all applicable setback requirements of the zoning ordinance.

(c) On an annual basis, not less than 75% of the feedstock for the biofuel production facility is produced on
the farm where the biofuel production facility is located, and not less than 75% of the biofuel or another
product or by-product produced by the biofuel production facility is used on that farm.

(2) Subject to subsections (6) and (7), each of the following is a permitted use of property if it receives
special land use approval under subsections (3) to (5):

(a) A biofuel production facility with an annual production capacity of not more than 100,000 gallons of
biofuel that meets the requirements of subsection (1)(a) and (b) but that does not meet the requirements of
subsection (1)(c).

(b) A biofuel production facility with an annual production capacity of more than 100,000 gallons but not
more than 500,000 gallons of biofuel that meets the requirements of subsection (1)(a) and (b).

(3) An application for special land use approval for a biofuel production facility described in subsection (2)
shall include all of the following:

(a) A site plan as required under section 501, including a map of the property and existing and proposed
buildings and other facilities.

(b) A description of the process to be used to produce biofuel.
(c) The number of gallons of biofuel anticipated to be produced annually.
(d) An emergency access and fire protection plan that has been reviewed and approved by the appropriate

responding police and fire departments.
(e) For an ethanol production facility that will produce more than 10,000 proof gallons annually,

completed United States department of the treasury, alcohol and tobacco tax and trade bureau, forms 5000.29
(environmental information) and 5000.30 (supplemental information on water quality considerations under 33
USC 1341(a)), or successor forms, required to implement regulations under the national environmental policy
act of 1969, 42 USC 4321 to 4347, and the federal water pollution control act, 33 USC 1251 to 1387.

(f) Information that demonstrates that the biofuel production facility will comply with the requirements of
subsections (2) and (5).

(g) Any additional information requested by the body or official responsible for granting special land use
approval and relevant to compliance with a zoning ordinance provision described in section 502(1) or 504.

(4) A local unit of government shall hold a hearing on an application for special land use approval under
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subsection (2) not more than 60 days after the application is filed. For the purposes of this section, the notice
required under section 502(2) shall provide notice of the hearing, rather than notice of a right to request a
hearing.

(5) Special land use approval of a biofuel production facility described in subsection (2) shall be made
expressly conditional on the facility's meeting all of the following requirements before the facility begins
operation and no additional requirements:

(a) Buildings, facilities, and equipment used in the production or storage of biofuel comply with local,
state, and federal laws.

(b) The owner or operator of the biofuel production facility provides the local unit of government with
proof that all necessary approvals have been obtained from the department of environmental quality and other
state and federal agencies that are involved in permitting any of the following aspects of biofuel production:

(i) Air pollution emissions.
(ii) Transportation of biofuel or additional products resulting from biofuel production.
(iii) Use or reuse of additional products resulting from biofuel production.
(iv) Storage of raw materials, fuel, or additional products used in, or resulting from, biofuel production.
(c) The biofuel production facility includes sufficient storage for both of the following:
(i) Raw materials and fuel.
(ii) Additional products resulting from biofuel production or the capacity to dispose of additional products

through land application, livestock consumption, sale, or other legal use.
(6) Subsections (2) to (5) do not apply to a biofuel production facility if the zoning ordinance provides

different criteria for special land use approval of a biofuel production facility located on a farm. An
amendment to a zoning ordinance adopted only to provide such criteria is not subject to a protest petition
under section 403.

(7) A local unit of government may authorize a biofuel production facility described in subsection (2) as a
permitted use of property not subject to a special land use approval.

(8) This section does not affect the authority of a local unit of government to prohibit or authorize biofuel
production facilities that are not located on farms.

(9) As used in this section:
(a) "Biofuel" means any renewable fuel product, whether solid, liquid, or gas, that is derived from recently

living organisms or their metabolic by-products and meets applicable quality standards, including, but not
limited to, ethanol and biodiesel. Biofuel does not include methane or any other fuel product from an
anaerobic digester.

(b) "Ethanol" means a substance that meets the ASTM international standard in effect on the effective date
of this section as the D-4806 specification for denatured fuel grade ethanol for blending with gasoline.

(c) "Farm" means that term as defined in section 2 of the Michigan right to farm act, 1981 PA 93, MCL
286.472.

(d) "Proof gallon" means that term as defined in 27 CFR 19.907.
History: Add. 2011, Act 97, Imd. Eff. July 19, 2011.

125.3514 Wireless communications equipment as permitted use of property; application for
special land use approval; approval or denial; authorization by local unit of government;
definitions.
Sec. 3514. (1) Wireless communications equipment is a permitted use of property and is not subject to

special land use approval or any other approval under this act if all of the following requirements are met:
(a) The wireless communications equipment will be collocated on an existing wireless communications

support structure or in an existing equipment compound.
(b) The existing wireless communications support structure or existing equipment compound is in

compliance with the local unit of government's zoning ordinance or was approved by the appropriate zoning
body or official for the local unit of government.

(c) The proposed collocation will not do any of the following:
(i) Increase the overall height of the wireless communications support structure by more than 20 feet or

10% of its original height, whichever is greater.
(ii) Increase the width of the wireless communications support structure by more than the minimum

necessary to permit collocation.
(iii) Increase the area of the existing equipment compound to greater than 2,500 square feet.
(d) The proposed collocation complies with the terms and conditions of any previous final approval of the

wireless communications support structure or equipment compound by the appropriate zoning body or official
of the local unit of government.
Rendered Thursday, October 4, 2018 Page 18 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 341 of 2018

 Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



(2) Wireless communications equipment that meets the requirements of subsection (1)(a) and (b) but does
not meet the requirements of subsection (1)(c) or (d) is a permitted use of property if it receives special land
use approval under subsections (3) to (6).

(3) An application for special land use approval of wireless communications equipment described in
subsection (2) shall include all of the following:

(a) A site plan as required under section 501, including a map of the property and existing and proposed
buildings and other facilities.

(b) Any additional relevant information that is specifically required by a zoning ordinance provision
described in section 502(1) or 504.

(4) After an application for a special land use approval is filed with the body or official responsible for
approving special land uses, the body or official shall determine whether the application is administratively
complete. Unless the body or official proceeds as provided under subsection (5), the application shall be
considered to be administratively complete when the body or official makes that determination or 14 business
days after the body or official receives the application, whichever is first.

(5) If, before the expiration of the 14-day period under subsection (4), the body or official responsible for
approving special land uses notifies the applicant that the application is not administratively complete,
specifying the information necessary to make the application administratively complete, or notifies the
applicant that a fee required to accompany the application has not been paid, specifying the amount due, the
running of the 14-day period under subsection (4) is tolled until the applicant submits to the body or official
the specified information or fee amount due. The notice shall be given in writing or by electronic notification.
A fee required to accompany any application shall not exceed the local unit of government's actual,
reasonable costs to review and process the application or $1,000.00, whichever is less.

(6) The body or official responsible for approving special land uses shall approve or deny the application
not more than 60 days after the application is considered to be administratively complete. If the body or
official fails to timely approve or deny the application, the application shall be considered approved and the
body or official shall be considered to have made any determination required for approval.

(7) Special land use approval of wireless communications equipment described in subsection (2) may be
made expressly conditional only on the wireless communications equipment's meeting the requirements of
other local ordinances and of federal and state laws before the wireless communications equipment begins
operation.

(8) If a local unit of government requires special land use approval for wireless communications equipment
that does not meet the requirements of subsection (1)(a) or for a wireless communications support structure,
subsections (4) to (6) apply to the special land use approval process, except that the period for approval or
denial under subsection (6) is 90 days.

(9) A local unit of government may authorize wireless communications equipment as a permitted use of
property not subject to a special land use approval.

(10) As used in this section:
(a) "Collocate" means to place or install wireless communications equipment on an existing wireless

communications support structure or in an existing equipment compound. "Collocation" has a corresponding
meaning.

(b) "Equipment compound" means an area surrounding or adjacent to the base of a wireless
communications support structure and within which wireless communications equipment is located.

(c) "Wireless communications equipment" means the set of equipment and network components used in
the provision of wireless communications services, including, but not limited to, antennas, transmitters,
receivers, base stations, equipment shelters, cabinets, emergency generators, power supply cables, and coaxial
and fiber optic cables, but excluding wireless communications support structures.

(d) "Wireless communications support structure" means a structure that is designed to support, or is
capable of supporting, wireless communications equipment, including a monopole, self-supporting lattice
tower, guyed tower, water tower, utility pole, or building.

History: Add. 2012, Act 143, Imd. Eff. May 24, 2012.

Compiler's note: Sec. 3514. should evidently read “Sec. 514.”

ARTICLE VI
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

125.3601 Zoning board of appeals; appointment; procedural rules; membership;
composition; alternate member; per diem; expenses; removal; terms of office; vacancies;
conduct of meetings; conflict of interest.

Rendered Thursday, October 4, 2018 Page 19 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 341 of 2018

 Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



Sec. 601. (1) A zoning ordinance shall create a zoning board of appeals. A zoning board of appeals in
existence on June 30, 2006 may continue to act as the zoning board of appeals subject to this act. Subject to
subsection (2), members of a zoning board of appeals shall be appointed by majority vote of the members of
the legislative body serving.

(2) The legislative body of a city or village may act as a zoning board of appeals and may establish rules to
govern its procedure as a zoning board of appeals.

(3) A zoning board of appeals shall be composed of not fewer than 5 members if the local unit of
government has a population of 5,000 or more or not fewer than 3 members if the local unit of government
has a population of less than 5,000. The number of members of the zoning board of appeals shall be specified
in the zoning ordinance.

(4) In a county or township, 1 of the regular members of the zoning board of appeals shall be a member of
the zoning commission, or of the planning commission if the planning commission is functioning as the
zoning commission. In a city or village, 1 of the regular members of the zoning board of appeals may be a
member of the zoning commission, or of the planning commission if the planning commission is functioning
as the zoning commission, unless the legislative body acts as the zoning board of appeals under subsection
(2). A decision made by a city or village zoning board of appeals before February 29, 2008 is not invalidated
by the failure of the zoning board of appeals to include a member of the city or village zoning commission or
planning commission, as was required by this subsection before that date.

(5) The remaining regular members of a zoning board of appeals, and any alternate members under
subsection (7), shall be selected from the electors of the local unit of government residing within the zoning
jurisdiction of that local unit of government or, in the case of a county, residing within the county but outside
of any city or village. The members selected shall be representative of the population distribution and of the
various interests present in the local unit of government.

(6) Subject to subsection (2), 1 regular or alternate member of a zoning board of appeals may be a member
of the legislative body. Such a member shall not serve as chairperson of the zoning board of appeals. An
employee or contractor of the legislative body may not serve as a member of the zoning board of appeals.

(7) The legislative body may appoint to the zoning board of appeals not more than 2 alternate members for
the same term as regular members. An alternate member may be called as specified in the zoning ordinance to
serve as a member of the zoning board of appeals in the absence of a regular member if the regular member
will be unable to attend 1 or more meetings. An alternate member may also be called to serve as a member for
the purpose of reaching a decision on a case in which the member has abstained for reasons of conflict of
interest. The alternate member appointed shall serve in the case until a final decision is made. An alternate
member serving on the zoning board of appeals has the same voting rights as a regular member.

(8) A member of the zoning board of appeals may be paid a reasonable per diem and reimbursed for
expenses actually incurred in the discharge of his or her duties.

(9) A member of the zoning board of appeals may be removed by the legislative body for misfeasance,
malfeasance, or nonfeasance in office upon written charges and after a public hearing. A member shall
disqualify himself or herself from a vote in which the member has a conflict of interest. Failure of a member
to disqualify himself or herself from a vote in which the member has a conflict of interest constitutes
malfeasance in office.

(10) The terms of office for an appointed member of the zoning board of appeals shall be 3 years, except
for a member serving because of his or her membership on the zoning commission or legislative body, whose
term shall be limited to the time he or she is a member of that body. When members are first appointed,
appointments may be for less than 3 years to provide for staggered terms. A successor shall be appointed not
more than 1 month after the term of the preceding member has expired.

(11) A vacancy on the zoning board of appeals shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term in the
same manner as the original appointment.

(12) A zoning board of appeals shall not conduct business unless a majority of the regular members of the
zoning board of appeals are present.

(13) A member of the zoning board of appeals who is also a member of the zoning commission, the
planning commission, or the legislative body shall not participate in a public hearing on or vote on the same
matter that the member voted on as a member of the zoning commission, the planning commission, or the
legislative body. However, the member may consider and vote on other unrelated matters involving the same
property.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006;Am. 2008, Act 12, Imd. Eff. Feb. 29, 2008;Am. 2010, Act 330, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21,
2010.

125.3602 Meetings; call of the chairperson; oaths; attendance of witnesses; record of
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proceedings.
Sec. 602. (1) Meetings of the zoning board of appeals shall be held at the call of the chairperson and at

other times as the zoning board of appeals in its rules of procedure may specify. The chairperson or, in his or
her absence, the acting chairperson may administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses.

(2) The zoning board of appeals shall maintain a record of its proceedings which shall be filed in the office
of the clerk of the legislative body.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3603 Zoning board of appeals; powers; concurring vote of majority of members.
Sec. 603. (1) The zoning board of appeals shall hear and decide questions that arise in the administration of

the zoning ordinance, including the interpretation of the zoning maps, and may adopt rules to govern its
procedures sitting as a zoning board of appeals. The zoning board of appeals shall also hear and decide on
matters referred to the zoning board of appeals or upon which the zoning board of appeals is required to pass
under a zoning ordinance adopted under this act. It shall hear and decide appeals from and review any
administrative order, requirement, decision, or determination made by an administrative official or body
charged with enforcement of a zoning ordinance adopted under this act. For special land use and planned unit
development decisions, an appeal may be taken to the zoning board of appeals only if provided for in the
zoning ordinance.

(2) The concurring vote of a majority of the members of the zoning board of appeals is necessary to
reverse an order, requirement, decision, or determination of the administrative official or body, to decide in
favor of the applicant on a matter upon which the zoning board of appeals is required to pass under the zoning
ordinance, or to grant a variance in the zoning ordinance.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3604 Zoning board of appeals; procedures.
Sec. 604. (1) An appeal to the zoning board of appeals may be taken by a person aggrieved or by an

officer, department, board, or bureau of this state or the local unit of government. In addition, a variance in
the zoning ordinance may be applied for and granted under section 4 of the uniform condemnation procedures
act, 1980 PA 87, MCL 213.54, and as provided under this act. The zoning board of appeals shall state the
grounds of any determination made by the board.

(2) An appeal under this section shall be taken within such time as prescribed by the zoning board of
appeals by general rule, by filing with the body or officer from whom the appeal is taken and with the zoning
board of appeals a notice of appeal specifying the grounds for the appeal. The body or officer from whom the
appeal is taken shall immediately transmit to the zoning board of appeals all of the papers constituting the
record upon which the action appealed from was taken.

(3) An appeal to the zoning board of appeals stays all proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed.
However, if the body or officer from whom the appeal is taken certifies to the zoning board of appeals after
the notice of appeal is filed that, by reason of facts stated in the certificate, a stay would in the opinion of the
body or officer cause imminent peril to life or property, proceedings may be stayed only by a restraining order
issued by the zoning board of appeals or a circuit court.

(4) Following receipt of a written request for a variance, the zoning board of appeals shall fix a reasonable
time for the hearing of the request and give notice as provided in section 103.

(5) If the zoning board of appeals receives a written request seeking an interpretation of the zoning
ordinance or an appeal of an administrative decision, the zoning board of appeals shall conduct a public
hearing on the request. Notice shall be given as required under section 103. However, if the request does not
involve a specific parcel of property, notice need only be published as provided in section 103(1) and given to
the person making the request as provided in section 103(3).

(6) At a hearing under subsection (5), a party may appear personally or by agent or attorney. The zoning
board of appeals may reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, or modify the order, requirement, decision, or
determination and may issue or direct the issuance of a permit.

(7) If there are practical difficulties for nonuse variances as provided in subsection (8) or unnecessary
hardship for use variances as provided in subsection (9) in the way of carrying out the strict letter of the
zoning ordinance, the zoning board of appeals may grant a variance in accordance with this section, so that
the spirit of the zoning ordinance is observed, public safety secured, and substantial justice done. The
ordinance shall establish procedures for the review and standards for approval of all types of variances. The
zoning board of appeals may impose conditions as otherwise allowed under this act.

(8) The zoning board of appeals of all local units of government shall have the authority to grant nonuse
variances relating to the construction, structural changes, or alteration of buildings or structures related to
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dimensional requirements of the zoning ordinance or to any other nonuse-related standard in the ordinance.
(9) The authority to grant variances from uses of land is limited to the following:
(a) Cities and villages.
(b) Townships and counties that as of February 15, 2006 had an ordinance that uses the phrase "use

variance" or "variances from uses of land" to expressly authorize the granting of use variances by the zoning
board of appeals.

(c) Townships and counties that granted a use variance before February 15, 2006.
(10) The authority granted under subsection (9) is subject to the zoning ordinance of the local unit of

government otherwise being in compliance with subsection (7) and having an ordinance provision that
requires a vote of 2/3 of the members of the zoning board of appeals to approve a use variance.

(11) The authority to grant use variances under subsection (9) is permissive, and this section does not
require a local unit of government to adopt ordinance provisions to allow for the granting of use variances.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006;Am. 2008, Act 12, Imd. Eff. Feb. 29, 2008.

125.3605 Decision as final; appeal to circuit court.
Sec. 605. The decision of the zoning board of appeals shall be final. A party aggrieved by the decision may

appeal to the circuit court for the county in which the property is located as provided under section 606.
History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3606 Circuit court; review; duties.
Sec. 606. (1) Any party aggrieved by a decision of the zoning board of appeals may appeal to the circuit

court for the county in which the property is located. The circuit court shall review the record and decision to
ensure that the decision meets all of the following requirements:

(a) Complies with the constitution and laws of the state.
(b) Is based upon proper procedure.
(c) Is supported by competent, material, and substantial evidence on the record.
(d) Represents the reasonable exercise of discretion granted by law to the zoning board of appeals.
(2) If the court finds the record inadequate to make the review required by this section or finds that

additional material evidence exists that with good reason was not presented, the court shall order further
proceedings on conditions that the court considers proper. The zoning board of appeals may modify its
findings and decision as a result of the new proceedings or may affirm the original decision. The
supplementary record and decision shall be filed with the court. The court may affirm, reverse, or modify the
decision.

(3) An appeal from a decision of a zoning board of appeals shall be filed within whichever of the following
deadlines comes first:

(a) Thirty days after the zoning board of appeals issues its decision in writing signed by the chairperson, if
there is a chairperson, or signed by the members of the zoning board of appeals, if there is no chairperson.

(b) Twenty-one days after the zoning board of appeals approves the minutes of its decision.
(4) The court may affirm, reverse, or modify the decision of the zoning board of appeals. The court may

make other orders as justice requires.
History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006;Am. 2008, Act 12, Imd. Eff. Feb. 29, 2008;Am. 2010, Act 330, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21,

2010.

125.3607 Party aggrieved by order, determination, or decision; circuit court review; proper
party.
Sec. 607. (1) Any party aggrieved by any order, determination, or decision of any officer, agency, board,

commission, zoning board of appeals, or legislative body of any local unit of government made under section
208 may obtain a review in the circuit court for the county in which the property is located. The review shall
be in accordance with section 606.

(2) Any person required to be given notice under section 604(4) of the appeal of any order, determination,
or decision made under section 208 shall be a proper party to any action for review under this section.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

ARTICLE VII
STATUTORY COMPLIANCE AND REPEALER

125.3701 Compliance with open meetings act; availability of writings to public.
Sec. 701. (1) All meetings subject to this act shall be conducted in compliance with the open meetings act,

1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275.
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(2) A writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained as required by this act shall be made
available to the public in compliance with the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to
15.246.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006.

125.3702 Repeal of MCL 125.581 to 125.600, 125.201 to 125.240, and 125.271 to 125.310;
construction of section.
Sec. 702. (1) The following acts and parts of acts are repealed:
(a) The city and village zoning act, 1921 PA 207, MCL 125.581 to 125.600.
(b) The county zoning act, 1943 PA 183, MCL 125.201 to 125.240.
(c) The township zoning act, 1943 PA 184, MCL 125.271 to 125.310.
(2) This section does not alter, limit, void, affect, or abate any pending litigation, administrative

proceeding, or appeal that existed on June 30, 2006 or any ordinance, order, permit, or decision that was
based on the acts repealed under subsection (1). The zoning ordinance need not be readopted but is subject to
the requirements of this act, including, but not limited to, the amendment procedures set forth in this act.

History: 2006, Act 110, Eff. July 1, 2006;Am. 2008, Act 12, Imd. Eff. Feb. 29, 2008.
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MICHIGAN PLANNING ENABLING ACT
Act 33 of 2008

AN ACT to codify the laws regarding and to provide for county, township, city, and village planning; to
provide for the creation, organization, powers, and duties of local planning commissions; to provide for the
powers and duties of certain state and local governmental officers and agencies; to provide for the regulation
and subdivision of land; and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

ARTICLE I.
GENERAL PROVISIONS

125.3801 Short title.
Sec. 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Michigan planning enabling act".
History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

125.3803 Definitions.
Sec. 3. As used in this act:
(a) "Chief administrative official" means the manager or other highest nonelected administrative official of

a city or village.
(b) "Chief elected official" means the mayor of a city, the president of a village, the supervisor of a

township, or, subject to section 5, the chairperson of the county board of commissioners of a county.
(c) "County board of commissioners", subject to section 5, means the elected county board of

commissioners, except that, as used in sections 39 and 41, county board of commissioners means 1 of the
following:

(i) A committee of the county board of commissioners, if the county board of commissioners delegates its
powers and duties under this act to the committee.

(ii) The regional planning commission for the region in which the county is located, if the county board of
commissioners delegates its powers and duties under this act to the regional planning commission.

(d) "Ex officio member", in reference to a planning commission, means a member, with full voting rights
unless otherwise provided by charter, who serves on the planning commission by virtue of holding another
office, for the term of that other office.

(e) "Legislative body" means the county board of commissioners of a county, the board of trustees of a
township, or the council or other elected governing body of a city or village.

(f) "Local unit of government" or "local unit" means a county or municipality.
(g) "Master plan" means either of the following:
(i) As provided in section 81(1), any plan adopted or amended before September 1, 2008 under a planning

act repealed under section 85.
(ii) Any plan adopted or amended under this act. This includes, but is not limited to, a plan prepared by a

planning commission authorized by this act and used to satisfy the requirement of section 203(1) of the
Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3203, regardless of whether it is entitled a master
plan, basic plan, county plan, development plan, guide plan, land use plan, municipal plan, township plan,
plan, or any other term.

(h) "Municipality" or "municipal" means or refers to a city, village, or township.
(i) "Planning commission" means either of the following, as applicable:
(i) A planning commission created pursuant to section 11(1).
(ii) A planning commission retained pursuant to section 81(2) or (3), subject to the limitations on the

application of this act provided in section 81(2) and (3).
(j) "Planning jurisdiction" for a county, city, or village refers to the areas encompassed by the legal

boundaries of that county, city, or village, subject to section 31(1). Planning jurisdiction for a township refers
to the areas encompassed by the legal boundaries of that township outside of the areas of incorporated villages
and cities, subject to section 31(1).

(k) "Population" means the population according to the most recent federal decennial census or according
to a special census conducted under section 7 of the Glenn Steil state revenue sharing act of 1971, 1971 PA
140, MCL 141.907, whichever is the more recent.

(l) "Public transportation agency" means a governmental entity that operates or is authorized to operate
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intercity or local commuter passenger rail service in this state or a public transit authority created under 1 of
the following acts:

(i) The metropolitan transportation authorities act of 1967, 1967 PA 204, MCL 124.401 to 124.426.
(ii) The public transportation authority act, 1986 PA 196, MCL 124.451 to 124.479.
(iii) 1963 PA 55, MCL 124.351 to 124.359.
(iv) The home rule city act, 1909 PA 279, MCL 117.1 to 117.38.
(v) The revenue bond act of 1933, 1933 PA 94, MCL 141.101 to 141.140.
(vi) The charter township act, 1947 PA 359, MCL 42.1 to 42.34.
(vii) The urban cooperation act of 1967, 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 7, MCL 124.501 to 124.512.
(m) "Public transportation facility" means that term as defined in section 2 of the metropolitan

transportation authorities act of 1967, 1967 PA 204, MCL 124.402.
(n) "Street" means a street, avenue, boulevard, highway, road, lane, alley, viaduct, or other public way

intended for use by motor vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians, and other legal users.
History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008;Am. 2010, Act 134, Imd. Eff. Aug. 2, 2010;Am. 2010, Act 306, Imd. Eff. Dec. 17,

2010.

125.3805 Assignment of power or duty to county officer or body.
Sec. 5. The assignment of a power or duty under this act to a county officer or body is subject to 1966 PA

293, MCL 45.501 to 45.521, or 1973 PA 139, MCL 45.551 to 45.573, in a county organized under 1 of those
acts.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

125.3807 Master plan; adoption, amendment, and implementation by local government;
purpose.
Sec. 7. (1) A local unit of government may adopt, amend, and implement a master plan as provided in this

act.
(2) The general purpose of a master plan is to guide and accomplish, in the planning jurisdiction and its

environs, development that satisfies all of the following criteria:
(a) Is coordinated, adjusted, harmonious, efficient, and economical.
(b) Considers the character of the planning jurisdiction and its suitability for particular uses, judged in

terms of such factors as trends in land and population development.
(c) Will, in accordance with present and future needs, best promote public health, safety, morals, order,

convenience, prosperity, and general welfare.
(d) Includes, among other things, promotion of or adequate provision for 1 or more of the following:
(i) A system of transportation to lessen congestion on streets and provide for safe and efficient movement

of people and goods by motor vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians, and other legal users.
(ii) Safety from fire and other dangers.
(iii) Light and air.
(iv) Healthful and convenient distribution of population.
(v) Good civic design and arrangement and wise and efficient expenditure of public funds.
(vi) Public utilities such as sewage disposal and water supply and other public improvements.
(vii) Recreation.
(viii) The use of resources in accordance with their character and adaptability.
History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008;Am. 2010, Act 134, Imd. Eff. Aug. 2, 2010.

ARTICLE II.
PLANNING COMMISSION CREATION AND ADMINISTRATION

125.3811 Planning commission; creation; adoption of ordinance by local unit of government;
notice required; exception; adoption of charter provision by city or home rule village;
effect of repeal of planning act; continued exercise or transfer of powers and duties of
zoning board or zoning commission.
Sec. 11. (1) A local unit of government may adopt an ordinance creating a planning commission with

powers and duties provided in this act. The planning commission of a local unit of government shall be
officially called "the planning commission", even if a charter, ordinance, or resolution uses a different name
such as "plan board" or "planning board".

(2) Within 14 days after a local unit of government adopts an ordinance under subsection (1) creating a
planning commission, the clerk of the local unit shall transmit notice of the adoption to the planning

Rendered Thursday, February 28, 2019 Page 2 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 578 of 2018

 Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



commission of the county where the local unit is located. However, if there is not a county planning
commission or if the local unit adopting the ordinance is a county, notice shall be transmitted to the regional
planning commission engaged in planning for the region within which the local unit is located. Notice under
this subsection is not required when a planning commission created before the effective date of this act
continues in existence under this act, but is required when an ordinance governing or creating a planning
commission is amended or superseded under section 81(2)(b) or (3)(b).

(3) If, after the effective date of this act, a city or home rule village adopts a charter provision providing for
a planning commission, the charter provision shall be implemented by an ordinance that conforms to this act.
Section 81(2) provides for the continuation of a planning commission created by a charter provision adopted
before the effective date of this act.

(4) Section 81(3) provides for the continuation of a planning commission created under a planning act
repealed under section 85.

(5) Section 83 provides for the continued exercise by a planning commission, or the transfer to a planning
commission, of the powers and duties of a zoning board or zoning commission.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

125.3813 Planning commission; effect of township ordinance; number of days; petition
requesting submission of ordinance to electors; filing; petition subject to Michigan
election law; violation.
Sec. 13. (1) Subject to subsection (2), a township ordinance creating a planning commission under this act

shall take effect 63 days after the ordinance is published by the township board in a newspaper having general
circulation in the township.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), before a township ordinance creating a planning commission takes effect, a
petition may be filed with the township clerk requesting the submission of the ordinance to the electors
residing in the unincorporated portion of the township for their approval or rejection. The petition shall be
signed by a number of qualified and registered electors residing in the unincorporated portion of the township
equal to not less than 8% of the total vote cast for all candidates for governor, at the last preceding general
election at which a governor was elected. If such a petition is filed, the ordinance shall not take effect until
approved by a majority of the electors residing in the unincorporated portion of the township voting thereon at
the next regular or special election that allows reasonable time for proper notices and printing of ballots or at
any special election called for that purpose, as determined by the township board. The township board shall
specify the language of the ballot question.

(3) Subsection (2) does not apply if the planning commission created by the ordinance is the successor to
an existing zoning commission or zoning board as provided for under section 301 of the Michigan zoning
enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3301.

(4) If a township board does not on its own initiative adopt an ordinance under this act creating a planning
commission, a petition may be filed with the township clerk requesting the township board to adopt such an
ordinance. The petition shall be signed by a number of qualified and registered electors as provided in
subsection (2). If such a petition is filed, the township board, at its first meeting following the filing shall
submit the question to the electors of the township in the same manner as provided under subsection (2).

(5) A petition under this section, including the circulation and signing of the petition, is subject to section
488 of the Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.488. A person who violates a provision of the
Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.1 to 168.992, applicable to a petition described in this section
is subject to the penalties prescribed for that violation in the Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.1
to 168.992.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

125.3815 Planning commission; membership; appointment; terms; vacancy; representation;
qualifications; ex-officio members; board serving as planning commission; removal of
member; conditions; conflict of interest; additional requirements.
Sec. 15. (1) In a municipality, the chief elected official shall appoint members of the planning commission,

subject to approval by a majority vote of the members of the legislative body elected and serving. In a county,
the county board of commissioners shall determine the method of appointment of members of the planning
commission by resolution of a majority of the full membership of the county board.

(2) A city, village, or township planning commission shall consist of 5, 7, or 9 members. A county
planning commission shall consist of 5, 7, 9, or 11 members. Members of a planning commission other than
ex officio members under subsection (5) shall be appointed for 3-year terms. However, of the members of the
planning commission, other than ex officio members, first appointed, a number shall be appointed to 1-year or
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2-year terms such that, as nearly as possible, the terms of 1/3 of all the planning commission members will
expire each year. If a vacancy occurs on a planning commission, the vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired
term in the same manner as provided for an original appointment. A member shall hold office until his or her
successor is appointed.

(3) The membership of a planning commission shall be representative of important segments of the
community, such as the economic, governmental, educational, and social development of the local unit of
government, in accordance with the major interests as they exist in the local unit of government, such as
agriculture, natural resources, recreation, education, public health, government, transportation, industry, and
commerce. The membership shall also be representative of the entire territory of the local unit of government
to the extent practicable.

(4) Members of a planning commission shall be qualified electors of the local unit of government, except
that the following number of planning commission members may be individuals who are not qualified
electors of the local unit of government but are qualified electors of another local unit of government:

(a) 3, in a city that on September 1, 2008 had a population of more than 2,700 but less than 2,800.
(b) 2, in a city or village that has, or on September 1, 2008 had, a population of less than 5,000, except as

provided in subdivision (a).
(c) 1, in local units of government other than those described in subdivision (a) or (b).
(5) In a township that on September 1, 2008 had a planning commission created under former 1931 PA

285, 1 member of the legislative body or the chief elected official, or both, may be appointed to the planning
commission, as ex officio members. In any other township, 1 member of the legislative body shall be
appointed to the planning commission, as an ex officio member. In a city, village, or county, the chief
administrative official or a person designated by the chief administrative official, if any, the chief elected
official, 1 or more members of the legislative body, or any combination thereof, may be appointed to the
planning commission, as ex officio members, unless prohibited by charter. However, in a city, village, or
county, not more than 1/3 of the members of the planning commission may be ex officio members. Except as
provided in this subsection, an elected officer or employee of the local unit of government is not eligible to be
a member of the planning commission. The term of an ex officio member of a planning commission shall be
as follows:

(a) The term of a chief elected official shall correspond to his or her term as chief elected official.
(b) The term of a chief administrative official shall expire with the term of the chief elected official that

appointed him or her as chief administrative official.
(c) The term of a member of the legislative body shall expire with his or her term on the legislative body.
(6) For a county planning commission, the county shall make every reasonable effort to ensure that the

membership of the county planning commission includes a member of a public school board or an
administrative employee of a school district included, in whole or in part, within the county's boundaries. The
requirements of this subsection apply whenever an appointment is to be made to the planning commission,
unless an incumbent is being reappointed or an ex officio member is being appointed under subsection (5).

(7) Subject to subsection (8), a city or village that has a population of less than 5,000, and that has not
created a planning commission by charter, may by an ordinance adopted under section 11(1) provide that 1 of
the following boards serve as its planning commission:

(a) The board of directors of the economic development corporation of the city or village created under the
economic development corporations act, 1974 PA 338, MCL 125.1601 to 125.1636.

(b) The board of a downtown development authority created under 1975 PA 197, MCL 125.1651 to
125.1681, if the boundaries of the downtown district are the same as the boundaries of the city or village.

(c) A board created under the tax increment finance authority act, 1980 PA 450, MCL 125.1801 to
125.1830, if the boundaries of the authority district are the same as the boundaries of the city or village.

(8) Subsections (1) to (5) do not apply to a planning commission established under subsection (7). All
other provisions of this act apply to a planning commission established under subsection (7).

(9) The legislative body may remove a member of the planning commission for misfeasance, malfeasance,
or nonfeasance in office upon written charges and after a public hearing. Before casting a vote on a matter on
which a member may reasonably be considered to have a conflict of interest, the member shall disclose the
potential conflict of interest to the planning commission. The member is disqualified from voting on the
matter if so provided by the bylaws or by a majority vote of the remaining members of the planning
commission. Failure of a member to disclose a potential conflict of interest as required by this subsection
constitutes malfeasance in office. Unless the legislative body, by ordinance, defines conflict of interest for the
purposes of this subsection, the planning commission shall do so in its bylaws.

(10) An ordinance creating a planning commission may impose additional requirements relevant to the
subject matter of, but not inconsistent with, this section.
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History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008;Am. 2010, Act 105, Imd. Eff. June 29, 2010.

125.3817 Chairperson, secretary, and other offices; election; terms; appointment of advisory
committees.
Sec. 17. (1) A planning commission shall elect a chairperson and secretary from its members and create

and fill other offices as it considers advisable. An ex officio member of the planning commission is not
eligible to serve as chairperson. The term of each officer shall be 1 year, with opportunity for reelection as
specified in bylaws adopted under section 19.

(2) A planning commission may appoint advisory committees whose members are not members of the
planning commission.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

125.3819 Bylaws; adoption; public record requirements; annual report by planning
commission.
Sec. 19. (1) A planning commission shall adopt bylaws for the transaction of business, and shall keep a

public record of its resolutions, transactions, findings, and determinations.
(2) A planning commission shall make an annual written report to the legislative body concerning its

operations and the status of planning activities, including recommendations regarding actions by the
legislative body related to planning and development.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

125.3821 Meetings; frequency; time; place; special meeting; notice; compliance with open
meetings act; availability of writings to public.
Sec. 21. (1) A planning commission shall hold not less than 4 regular meetings each year, and by

resolution shall determine the time and place of the meetings. Unless the bylaws provide otherwise, a special
meeting of the planning commission may be called by the chairperson or by 2 other members, upon written
request to the secretary. Unless the bylaws provide otherwise, the secretary shall send written notice of a
special meeting to planning commission members not less than 48 hours before the meeting.

(2) The business that a planning commission may perform shall be conducted at a public meeting of the
planning commission held in compliance with the open meetings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275.
Public notice of the time, date, and place of a regular or special meeting shall be given in the manner required
by that act.

(3) A writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by a planning commission in the
performance of an official function shall be made available to the public in compliance with the freedom of
information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

125.3823 Compensation; expenses; preparation of budget; acceptance of gifts.
Sec. 23. (1) Members of a planning commission may be compensated for their services as provided by the

legislative body. A planning commission may adopt bylaws relative to compensation and expenses of its
members and employees for travel when engaged in the performance of activities authorized by the legislative
body, including, but not limited to, attendance at conferences, workshops, educational and training programs,
and meetings.

(2) After preparing the annual report required under section 19, a planning commission may prepare a
detailed budget and submit the budget to the legislative body for approval or disapproval. The legislative body
annually may appropriate funds for carrying out the purposes and functions permitted under this act, and may
match local government funds with federal, state, county, or other local government or private grants,
contributions, or endowments.

(3) A planning commission may accept gifts for the exercise of its functions. However, in a township,
other than a township that on the effective date of this act had a planning commission created under former
1931 PA 285, only the township board may accept such gifts, on behalf of the planning commission. A gift of
money so accepted in either case shall be deposited with the treasurer of the local unit of government in a
special nonreverting planning commission fund for expenditure by the planning commission for the purpose
designated by the donor. The treasurer shall draw a warrant against the special nonreverting fund only upon
receipt of a voucher signed by the chairperson and secretary of the planning commission and an order drawn
by the clerk of the local unit of government. The expenditures of a planning commission, exclusive of gifts
and grants, shall be within the amounts appropriated by the legislative body.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.
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125.3825 Employment of planning director and other personnel; contract for services; use of
information and advice provided by public officials, departments, and agencies.
Sec. 25. (1) A local unit of government may employ a planning director and other personnel as it considers

necessary, contract for the services of planning and other technicians, and incur other expenses, within a
budget authorized by the legislative body. This authority shall be exercised by the legislative body, unless a
charter provision or ordinance delegates this authority to the planning commission or another body or official.
The appointment of employees is subject to the same provisions of law as govern other corresponding civil
employees of the local unit of government.

(2) For the purposes of this act, a planning commission may make use of maps, data, and other information
and expert advice provided by appropriate federal, state, regional, county, and municipal officials,
departments, and agencies. All public officials, departments, and agencies shall make available public
information for the use of planning commissions and furnish such other technical assistance and advice as
they may have for planning purposes.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

ARTICLE III.
PREPARATION AND ADOPTION OF MASTER PLAN

125.3831 Master plan; preparation by planning commission; meetings with other
governmental planning commissions or agency staff; powers.
Sec. 31. (1) A planning commission shall make and approve a master plan as a guide for development

within the planning jurisdiction subject to section 81 and the following:
(a) For a county, the master plan may include planning in cooperation with the constituted authorities for

incorporated areas in whole or to the extent to which, in the planning commission's judgment, they are related
to the planning of the unincorporated area or of the county as a whole.

(b) For a township that on September 1, 2008 had a planning commission created under former 1931 PA
285, or for a city or village, the planning jurisdiction may include any areas outside of the municipal
boundaries that, in the planning commission's judgment, are related to the planning of the municipality.

(2) In the preparation of a master plan, a planning commission shall do all of the following, as applicable:
(a) Make careful and comprehensive surveys and studies of present conditions and future growth within

the planning jurisdiction with due regard to its relation to neighboring jurisdictions.
(b) Consult with representatives of adjacent local units of government in respect to their planning so that

conflicts in master plans and zoning may be avoided.
(c) Cooperate with all departments of the state and federal governments, public transportation agencies,

and other public agencies concerned with programs for economic, social, and physical development within
the planning jurisdiction and seek the maximum coordination of the local unit of government's programs with
these agencies.

(3) In the preparation of the master plan, the planning commission may meet with other governmental
planning commissions or agency staff to deliberate.

(4) In general, a planning commission has such lawful powers as may be necessary to enable it to promote
local planning and otherwise carry out the purposes of this act.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008;Am. 2010, Act 306, Imd. Eff. Dec. 17, 2010.

125.3833 Master plan; land use and infrastructure issues; inclusion of maps, plats, charts,
and other related matter; recommendations for physical development; additional subjects;
implementation of master street plan or certain elements; specifications; section subject
to MCL 125.3881(1); public transportation facilities.
Sec. 33. (1) A master plan shall address land use and infrastructure issues and may project 20 years or

more into the future. A master plan shall include maps, plats, charts, and descriptive, explanatory, and other
related matter and shall show the planning commission's recommendations for the physical development of
the planning jurisdiction.

(2) A master plan shall also include those of the following subjects that reasonably can be considered as
pertinent to the future development of the planning jurisdiction:

(a) A land use plan that consists in part of a classification and allocation of land for agriculture, residences,
commerce, industry, recreation, ways and grounds, subject to subsection (5), public transportation facilities,
public buildings, schools, soil conservation, forests, woodlots, open space, wildlife refuges, and other uses
and purposes. If a county has not adopted a zoning ordinance under former 1943 PA 183 or the Michigan

Rendered Thursday, February 28, 2019 Page 6 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 578 of 2018

 Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3101 to 125.3702, a land use plan and program for the county
may be a general plan with a generalized future land use map.

(b) The general location, character, and extent of all of the following:
(i) All components of a transportation system and their interconnectivity including streets and bridges,

public transit including public transportation facilities and routes, bicycle facilities, pedestrian ways, freight
facilities and routes, port facilities, railroad facilities, and airports, to provide for the safe and efficient
movement of people and goods in a manner that is appropriate to the context of the community and, as
applicable, considers all legal users of the public right-of-way.

(ii) Waterways and waterfront developments.
(iii) Sanitary sewers and water supply systems.
(iv) Facilities for flood prevention, drainage, pollution prevention, and maintenance of water levels.
(v) Public utilities and structures.
(c) Recommendations as to the general character, extent, and layout of redevelopment or rehabilitation of

blighted areas; and the removal, relocation, widening, narrowing, vacating, abandonment, change of use, or
extension of streets, grounds, open spaces, buildings, utilities, or other facilities.

(d) For a local unit of government that has adopted a zoning ordinance, a zoning plan for various zoning
districts controlling the height, area, bulk, location, and use of buildings and premises. The zoning plan shall
include an explanation of how the land use categories on the future land use map relate to the districts on the
zoning map.

(e) Recommendations for implementing any of the master plan's proposals.
(3) If a master plan is or includes a master street plan or 1 or more elements described in subsection (2)(b)(

i), the means for implementing the master street plan or elements in cooperation with the county road
commission and the state transportation department shall be specified in the master street plan in a manner
consistent with the respective powers and duties of and any written agreements between these entities and the
municipality.

(4) This section is subject to section 81(1).
(5) The reference to public transportation facilities in subsection (2)(a) only applies to a master plan that is

adopted or substantively amended more than 90 days after the effective date of the amendatory act that added
this subsection.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008;Am. 2010, Act 134, Imd. Eff. Aug. 2, 2010;Am. 2010, Act 306, Imd. Eff. Dec. 17,
2010.

125.3835 Subplan; adoption.
Sec. 35. A planning commission may, by a majority vote of the members, adopt a subplan for a geographic

area less than the entire planning jurisdiction, if, because of the unique physical characteristics of that area,
more intensive planning is necessary for the purposes set forth in section 7.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

125.3837 Metropolitan county planning commission; designation; powers.
Sec. 37. (1) A county board of commissioners may designate the county planning commission as the

metropolitan county planning commission. A county planning commission so designated shall perform
metropolitan and regional planning whenever necessary or desirable. The metropolitan county planning
commission may engage in comprehensive planning, including, but not limited to, the following:

(a) Preparation, as a guide for long-range development, of general physical plans with respect to the pattern
and intensity of land use and the provision of public facilities, together with long-range fiscal plans for such
development.

(b) Programming of capital improvements based on relative urgency, together with definitive financing
plans for the improvements to be constructed in the earlier years of the program.

(c) Coordination of all related plans of local governmental agencies within the metropolitan area or region.
(d) Intergovernmental coordination of all related planning activities among the state and local

governmental agencies within the metropolitan area or region.
(2) In addition to the powers conferred by other provisions of this act, a metropolitan county planning

commission may apply for, receive, and accept grants from any local, regional, state, or federal governmental
agency and agree to and comply with the terms and conditions of such grants. A metropolitan county planning
commission may do any and all things necessary or desirable to secure the financial aid or cooperation of a
regional, state, or federal governmental agency in carrying out its functions, when approved by a 2/3 vote of
the county board of commissioners.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.
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125.3839 Master plan; adoption; procedures; notice; submittals; use of electronic mail.
Sec. 39. (1) A master plan shall be adopted under the procedures set forth in this section and sections 41

and 43. A master plan may be adopted as a whole or by successive parts corresponding with major
geographical areas of the planning jurisdiction or with functional subject matter areas of the master plan.

(2) Before preparing a master plan, a planning commission shall send to all of the following, by first-class
mail or personal delivery, a notice explaining that the planning commission intends to prepare a master plan
and requesting the recipient's cooperation and comment:

(a) For any local unit of government undertaking a master plan, the planning commission, or if there is no
planning commission, the legislative body, of each municipality located within or contiguous to the local unit
of government.

(b) For a county undertaking a master plan, the regional planning commission for the region in which the
county is located, if any.

(c) For a county undertaking a master plan, the county planning commission, or if there is no county
planning commission, the county board of commissioners, for each county located contiguous to the county.

(d) For a municipality undertaking a master plan, the regional planning commission for the region in which
the municipality is located, if there is no county planning commission for the county in which that
municipality is located. If there is a county planning commission, the municipal planning commission may
consult with the regional planning commission but is not required to do so.

(e) For a municipality undertaking a master plan, the county planning commission, or if there is no county
planning commission, the county board of commissioners, for the county in which that municipality is
located.

(f) For any local unit of government undertaking a master plan, each public utility company, railroad
company, and public transportation agency owning or operating a public utility, railroad, or public
transportation system within the local unit of government, and any government entity that registers its name
and mailing address for this purpose with the planning commission.

(g) If the master plan will include a master street plan, the county road commission and the state
transportation department.

(3) A submittal under section 41 or 43 by or to an entity described in subsection (2) may be made by
personal or first-class mail delivery of a hard copy or by electronic mail. However, the planning commission
preparing the plan shall not make such submittals by electronic mail unless, in the notice described in
subsection (2), the planning commission states that it intends to make such submittals by electronic mail and
the entity receiving that notice does not respond by objecting to the use of electronic mail. Electronic mail
may contain a link to a website on which the submittal is posted if the website is accessible to the public free
of charge.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008;Am. 2010, Act 306, Imd. Eff. Dec. 17, 2010.

125.3841 Preparation of proposed master plan; submission to legislative body for review and
comment; approval required; notice; submission of comments; statements as advisory.
Sec. 41. (1) After preparing a proposed master plan, a planning commission shall submit the proposed

master plan to the legislative body for review and comment. The process of adopting a master plan shall not
proceed further unless the legislative body approves the distribution of the proposed master plan.

(2) If the legislative body approves the distribution of the proposed master plan, it shall notify the secretary
of the planning commission, and the secretary of the planning commission shall submit, in the manner
provided in section 39(3), a copy of the proposed master plan, for review and comment, to all of the
following:

(a) For any local unit of government proposing a master plan, the planning commission, or if there is no
planning commission, the legislative body, of each municipality located within or contiguous to the local unit
of government.

(b) For a county proposing a master plan, the regional planning commission for the region in which the
county is located, if any.

(c) For a county proposing a master plan, the county planning commission, or if there is no county
planning commission, the county board of commissioners, for each county located contiguous to the county.

(d) For a municipality proposing a master plan, the regional planning commission for the region in which
the municipality is located, if there is no county planning commission for the county in which that local unit
of government is located. If there is a county planning commission, the secretary of the municipal planning
commission may submit a copy of the proposed master plan to the regional planning commission but is not
required to do so.
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(e) For a municipality proposing a master plan, the county planning commission, or if there is no county
planning commission, the county board of commissioners, for the county in which that municipality is
located. The secretary of the municipal planning commission shall concurrently submit to the county planning
commission, in the manner provided in section 39(3), a statement that the requirements of subdivision (a)
have been met or, if there is no county planning commission, shall submit to the county board of
commissioners, in the manner provided in section 39(3), a statement that the requirements of subdivisions (a)
and (d) have been met. The statement shall be signed by the secretary and shall include the name and address
of each planning commission or legislative body to which a copy of the proposed master plan was submitted
under subdivision (a) or (d), as applicable, and the date of submittal.

(f) For any local unit of government proposing a master plan, each public utility company, railroad
company, and public transportation agency owning or operating a public utility, railroad, or public
transportation system within the local unit of government, and any government entity that registers its name
and address for this purpose with the secretary of the planning commission. An entity described in this
subdivision that receives a copy of a proposed master plan, or of a final master plan as provided in section
43(5), shall reimburse the local unit of government for any copying and postage costs thereby incurred.

(g) If the proposed master plan is or includes a proposed master street plan, the county road commission
and the state transportation department.

(3) An entity described in subsection (2) may submit comments on the proposed master plan to the
planning commission in the manner provided in section 39(3) within 63 days after the proposed master plan
was submitted to that entity under subsection (2). If the county planning commission or the county board of
commissioners that receives a copy of a proposed master plan under subsection (2)(e) submits comments, the
comments shall include, but need not be limited to, both of the following, as applicable:

(a) A statement whether the county planning commission or county board of commissioners considers the
proposed master plan to be inconsistent with the master plan of any municipality or region described in
subsection (2)(a) or (d).

(b) If the county has a county master plan, a statement whether the county planning commission considers
the proposed master plan to be inconsistent with the county master plan.

(4) The statements provided for in subsection (3)(a) and (b) are advisory only.
History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008;Am. 2010, Act 306, Imd. Eff. Dec. 17, 2010.

125.3843 Proposed master plan; public hearing; notice; approval by resolution of planning
commission; statement; submission of copy of master plan to legislative body; approval
or rejection by legislative body; procedures; submission of adopted master plan to certain
entities.
Sec. 43. (1) Before approving a proposed master plan, a planning commission shall hold not less than 1

public hearing on the proposed master plan. The hearing shall be held after the expiration of the deadline for
comment under section 41(3). The planning commission shall give notice of the time and place of the public
hearing not less than 15 days before the hearing by publication in a newspaper of general circulation within
the local unit of government. The planning commission shall also submit notice of the public hearing in the
manner provided in section 39(3) to each entity described in section 39(2). This notice may accompany the
proposed master plan submitted under section 41.

(2) The approval of the proposed master plan shall be by resolution of the planning commission carried by
the affirmative votes of not less than 2/3 of the members of a city or village planning commission or not less
than a majority of the members of a township or county planning commission. The resolution shall refer
expressly to the maps and descriptive and other matter intended by the planning commission to form the
master plan. A statement recording the planning commission's approval of the master plan, signed by the
chairperson or secretary of the planning commission, shall be included on the inside of the front or back cover
of the master plan and, if the future land use map is a separate document from the text of the master plan, on
the future land use map. Following approval of the proposed master plan by the planning commission, the
secretary of the planning commission shall submit a copy of the master plan to the legislative body.

(3) Approval of the proposed master plan by the planning commission under subsection (2) is the final step
for adoption of the master plan, unless the legislative body by resolution has asserted the right to approve or
reject the master plan. In that case, after approval of the proposed master plan by the planning commission,
the legislative body shall approve or reject the proposed master plan. A statement recording the legislative
body's approval of the master plan, signed by the clerk of the legislative body, shall be included on the inside
of the front or back cover of the master plan and, if the future land use map is a separate document from the
text of the master plan, on the future land use map.

Rendered Thursday, February 28, 2019 Page 9 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 578 of 2018

 Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



(4) If the legislative body rejects the proposed master plan, the legislative body shall submit to the planning
commission a statement of its objections to the proposed master plan. The planning commission shall
consider the legislative body's objections and revise the proposed master plan so as to address those
objections. The procedures provided in subsections (1) to (3) and this subsection shall be repeated until the
legislative body approves the proposed master plan.

(5) Upon final adoption of the master plan, the secretary of the planning commission shall submit, in the
manner provided in section 39(3), copies of the adopted master plan to the same entities to which copies of
the proposed master plan were required to be submitted under section 41(2).

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

125.3845 Extension, addition, revision, or other amendment to master plan; adoption;
procedures; review and findings.
Sec. 45. (1) An extension, addition, revision, or other amendment to a master plan shall be adopted by

following the procedure under sections 39, 41, and 43, subject to all of the following:
(a) Any of the following amendments to a master plan may be made without following the procedure under

sections 39, 41, and 43:
(i) A grammatical, typographical, or similar editorial change.
(ii) A title change.
(iii) A change to conform to an adopted plat.
(b) Subject to subdivision (a), the review period provided for in section 41(3) shall be 42 days instead of 63

days.
(c) When a planning commission sends notice to an entity under section 39(2) that it intends to prepare a

subplan, the notice may indicate that the local unit of government intends not to provide that entity with
further notices of or copies of proposed or final subplans otherwise required to be submitted to that entity
under section 39, 41, or 43. Unless the entity responds that it chooses to receive notice of subplans, the local
unit of government is not required to provide further notice of subplans to that entity.

(2) At least every 5 years after adoption of a master plan, a planning commission shall review the master
plan and determine whether to commence the procedure to amend the master plan or adopt a new master plan.
The review and its findings shall be recorded in the minutes of the relevant meeting or meetings of the
planning commission.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

125.3847 Part of county master plan covering incorporated area; adoption by appropriate
city or village required; exception.
Sec. 47. (1) Subject to subsection (2), a part of a county master plan covering an incorporated area within

the county shall not be recognized as the official master plan or part of the official master plan for that area
unless adopted by the appropriate city or village in the manner prescribed by this act.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply if the incorporated area is subject to county zoning pursuant to the
Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3101 to 125.3702, and a contract under the urban
cooperation act, 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 7, MCL 124.501 to 124.512, or 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 8, MCL 124.531 to
124.536.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

125.3849 City or village planning department; authority to submit proposed master plan, or
proposed extension, addition, revision, or other amendment.
Sec. 49. (1) This act does not alter the authority of a planning department of a city or village created by

charter to submit a proposed master plan, or a proposed extension, addition, revision, or other amendment to a
master plan, to the planning commission, whether directly or indirectly as provided by charter.

(2) Subsection (1) notwithstanding, a planning commission described in subsection (1) shall comply with
the requirements of this act.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

125.3851 Public interest and understanding; promotion.
Sec. 51. (1) To promote public interest in and understanding of the master plan, a planning commission

may publish and distribute copies of the master plan or of any report, and employ other means of publicity
and education.

(2) A planning commission shall consult with and advise public officials and agencies, public utility
companies, civic, educational, professional, and other organizations, and citizens concerning the promotion or
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implementation of the master plan.
History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

ARTICLE IV.
SPECIAL PROVISIONS, INCLUDING CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND SUBDIVISION REVIEW

125.3861 Construction of certain projects in area covered by municipal master plan;
approval; initiation of work on project; requirements; report and advice.
Sec. 61. (1) A street; square, park, playground, public way, ground, or other open space; or public building

or other structure shall not be constructed or authorized for construction in an area covered by a municipal
master plan unless the location, character, and extent of the street, public way, open space, structure, or utility
have been submitted to the planning commission by the legislative body or other body having jurisdiction
over the authorization or financing of the project and has been approved by the planning commission. The
planning commission shall submit its reasons for approval or disapproval to the body having jurisdiction. If
the planning commission disapproves, the body having jurisdiction may overrule the planning commission by
a vote of not less than 2/3 of its entire membership for a township that on the enactment date of this act had a
planning commission created under former 1931 PA 285, or for a city or village, or by a vote of not less than
a majority of its membership for any other township. If the planning commission fails to act within 35 days
after submission of the proposal to the planning commission, the project shall be considered to be approved
by the planning commission.

(2) Following adoption of the county plan or any part of a county plan and the certification by the county
planning commission to the county board of commissioners of a copy of the plan, work shall not be initiated
on any project involving the expenditure of money by a county board, department, or agency for the
acquisition of land, the erection of structures, or the extension, construction, or improvement of any physical
facility by any county board, department, or agency unless a full description of the project, including, but not
limited to, its proposed location and extent, has been submitted to the county planning commission and the
report and advice of the planning commission on the proposal have been received by the county board of
commissioners and by the county board, department, or agency submitting the proposal. However, work on
the project may proceed if the planning commission fails to provide in writing its report and advice upon the
proposal within 35 days after the proposal is filed with the planning commission. The planning commission
shall provide copies of the report and advice to the county board, department, or agency sponsoring the
proposal.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

125.3863 Approval of construction project before effective date of act; rescission of
authorization; failure of planning commission to act within certain period of time.
Sec. 63. If the opening, widening, or extension of a street, or the acquisition or enlargement of any square,

park, playground, or other open space has been approved by a township planning commission that was
created before the effective date of this act under former 1931 PA 285 or by a city or village planning
commission and authorized by the legislative body as provided under section 61, the legislative body shall not
rescind its authorization unless the matter has been resubmitted to the planning commission and the rescission
has been approved by the planning commission. The planning commission shall hold a public hearing on the
matter. The planning commission shall submit its reasons for approval or disapproval of the rescission to the
legislative body. If the planning commission disapproves the rescission, the legislative body may overrule the
planning commission by a vote of not less than 2/3 of its entire membership. If the planning commission fails
to act within 63 days after submission of the proposed rescission to the planning commission, the proposed
rescission shall be considered to be approved by the planning commission.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

125.3865 Capital improvements program of public structures and improvements;
preparation; basis.
Sec. 65. (1) To further the desirable future development of the local unit of government under the master

plan, a planning commission, after adoption of a master plan, shall annually prepare a capital improvements
program of public structures and improvements, unless the planning commission is exempted from this
requirement by charter or otherwise. If the planning commission is exempted, the legislative body either shall
prepare and adopt a capital improvements program, separate from or as a part of the annual budget, or shall
delegate the preparation of the capital improvements program to the chief elected official or a nonelected
administrative official, subject to final approval by the legislative body. The capital improvements program
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shall show those public structures and improvements, in the general order of their priority, that in the
commission's judgment will be needed or desirable and can be undertaken within the ensuing 6-year period.
The capital improvements program shall be based upon the requirements of the local unit of government for
all types of public structures and improvements. Consequently, each agency or department of the local unit of
government with authority for public structures or improvements shall upon request furnish the planning
commission with lists, plans, and estimates of time and cost of those public structures and improvements.

(2) Any township may prepare and adopt a capital improvement program. However, subsection (1) is only
mandatory for a township if the township, alone or jointly with 1 or more other local units of government,
owns or operates a water supply or sewage disposal system.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

125.3867 Programs for public structures and improvements; recommendations.
Sec. 67. A planning commission may recommend to the appropriate public officials programs for public

structures and improvements and for the financing thereof, regardless of whether the planning commission is
exempted from the requirement to prepare a capital improvements program under section 65.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

125.3869 Copy of zoning ordinance and amendments; request by county planning
commission for submission by municipal planning commission.
Sec. 69. If a municipal planning commission has zoning duties pursuant to section 83 and the municipality

has adopted a zoning ordinance, the county planning commission, if any, may, by first-class mail or personal
delivery, request the municipal planning commission to submit to the county planning commission a copy of
the zoning ordinance and any amendments. The municipal planning commission shall submit the requested
documents to the county planning commission within 63 days after the request is received and shall submit
any future amendments to the zoning ordinance within 63 days after the amendments are adopted. The
municipal planning commission may submit a zoning ordinance or amendment under this subsection
electronically.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

125.3871 Recommendations for ordinances or rules governing subdivision of land; public
hearing; notice; action on proposed plat; approval, approval with conditions, or
disapproval by planning commission; approval of plat as amendment to master plan.
Sec. 71. (1) A planning commission may recommend to the legislative body provisions of an ordinance or

rules governing the subdivision of land authorized under section 105 of the land division act, 1967 PA 288,
MCL 560.105. If a township is subject to county zoning consistent with section 209 of the Michigan zoning
enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3209, or a city or village is subject to county zoning pursuant to the
Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3101 to 125.3702, and a contract under the urban
cooperation act of 1967, 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 7, MCL 124.501 to 124.512, or 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 8, MCL
124.531 to 124.536, the county planning commission may recommend to the legislative body of the
municipality provisions of an ordinance or rules governing the subdivision of land authorized under section
105 of the land division act, 1967 PA 288, MCL 560.105. A planning commission may proceed under this
subsection on its own initiative or upon request of the appropriate legislative body.

(2) Recommendations for a subdivision ordinance or rule may address plat design, including the proper
arrangement of streets in relation to other existing or planned streets and to the master plan; adequate and
convenient open spaces for traffic, utilities, access of firefighting apparatus, recreation, light, and air; and the
avoidance of congestion of population, including minimum width and area of lots. The recommendations may
also address the extent to which streets shall be graded and improved and to which water and sewer and other
utility mains, piping, or other facilities shall be installed as a condition precedent to the approval of a plat.

(3) Before recommending an ordinance or rule described in subsection (1), the planning commission shall
hold a public hearing on the proposed ordinance or rule. The planning commission shall give notice of the
time and place of the public hearing not less than 15 days before the hearing by publication in a newspaper of
general circulation within the local unit of government.

(4) If a municipality has adopted a master plan or master street plan, the planning commission of that
municipality shall review and make recommendations on plats before action thereon by the legislative body
under section 112 of the land division act, 1967 PA 288, MCL 560.112. If a township is subject to county
zoning consistent with section 209 of the Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3209, or a
city or village is subject to county zoning pursuant to the Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL
125.3101 to 125.3702, and a contract under the urban cooperation act of 1967, 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 7, MCL
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124.501 to 124.512, or 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 8, MCL 124.531 to 124.536, and the municipality has adopted a
master plan or master street plan, the county planning commission shall also review and make
recommendations on plats before action thereon by the legislative body of the municipality under section 112
of the land division act, 1967 PA 288, MCL 560.112.

(5) A planning commission shall not take action on a proposed plat without affording an opportunity for a
public hearing thereon. A plat submitted to the planning commission shall contain the name and address of
the proprietor or other person to whom notice of a hearing shall be sent. Not less than 15 days before the date
of the hearing, notice of the date, time, and place of the hearing shall be sent to that person at that address by
mail and shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality. Similar notice shall be
mailed to the owners of land immediately adjoining the proposed platted land.

(6) A planning commission shall recommend approval, approval with conditions, or disapproval of a plat
within 63 days after the plat is submitted to the planning commission. If applicable standards under the land
division act, 1967 PA 288, MCL 560.101 to 560.293, and an ordinance or published rules governing the
subdivision of land authorized under section 105 of that act, MCL 560.105, are met, the planning commission
shall recommend approval of the plat. If the planning commission fails to act within the required period, the
plat shall be considered to have been recommended for approval, and a certificate to that effect shall be issued
by the planning commission upon request of the proprietor. However, the proprietor may waive this
requirement and consent to an extension of the 63-day period. The grounds for any recommendation of
disapproval of a plat shall be stated upon the records of the planning commission.

(7) A plat approved by a municipality and recorded under section 172 of the land division act, 1967 PA
288, MCL 560.172, shall be considered to be an amendment to the master plan and a part thereof. Approval of
a plat by a municipality does not constitute or effect an acceptance by the public of any street or other open
space shown upon the plat.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

ARTICLE V.
TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS AND REPEALER

125.3881 Plan adopted or amended under planning act repealed under MCL 125.3885; effect;
city or home rule village charter provision creating planning commission or ordinance
implementing provision before effective date of act; ordinance creating planning
commission under former law; ordinance or rules governing subdivision of land.
Sec. 81. (1) Unless rescinded by the local unit of government, any plan adopted or amended under a

planning act repealed under section 85 need not be readopted under this act but continues in effect as a master
plan under this act, regardless of whether it is entitled a master plan, basic plan, county plan, development
plan, guide plan, land use plan, municipal plan, township plan, plan, or any other term. This includes, but is
not limited to, a plan prepared by a planning commission and adopted before the effective date of this act to
satisfy the requirements of section 1 of the former city and village zoning act, 1921 PA 207, section 3 of the
former township zoning act, 1943 PA 184, section 3 of the former county zoning act, 1943 PA 183, or section
203(1) of the Michigan zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3203. The master plan is subject to the
requirements of this act, including, but not limited to, the requirement for periodic review under section 45(2)
and the amendment procedures set forth in this act. However, the master plan is not subject to the
requirements of section 33 until it is first amended under this act.

(2) Unless repealed, a city or home rule village charter provision creating a planning commission before
the effective date of this act and any ordinance adopted before the effective date of this act implementing that
charter provision continues in effect under this act, and the planning commission need not be newly created
by an ordinance adopted under this act. However, both of the following apply:

(a) The legislative body may by ordinance increase the powers and duties of the planning commission to
correspond with the powers and duties of a planning commission created under this act. Provisions of this act
regarding planning commission powers and duties do not otherwise apply to a planning commission created
by charter before the effective date of this act and provisions of this act regarding planning commission
membership, appointment, and organization do not apply to such a planning commission. All other provisions
of this act, including, but not limited to, provisions regarding planning commission selection of officers,
meetings, rules, records, appointment of employees, contracts for services, and expenditures, do apply to such
a planning commission.

(b) The legislative body shall amend any ordinance adopted before the effective date of this act to
implement the charter provision, or repeal the ordinance and adopt a new ordinance, to fully conform to the
requirements of this act made applicable by subdivision (a), by the earlier of the following dates:
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(i) The date when an amendatory or new ordinance is first adopted under this act for any purpose.
(ii) July 1, 2011.
(3) Unless repealed, an ordinance creating a planning commission under former 1931 PA 285 or former

1945 PA 282 or a resolution creating a planning commission under former 1959 PA 168 continues in effect
under this act, and the planning commission need not be newly created by an ordinance adopted under this
act. However, all of the following apply:

(a) Beginning on the effective date of this act, the duties of the planning commission are subject to the
requirements of this act.

(b) The legislative body shall amend the ordinance, or repeal the ordinance or resolution and adopt a new
ordinance, to fully conform to the requirements of this act by the earlier of the following dates:

(i) The date when an amendatory or new ordinance is first adopted under this act for any purpose.
(ii) July 1, 2011.
(c) An ordinance adopted under subdivision (b) is not subject to referendum.
(4) Unless repealed or rescinded by the legislative body, an ordinance or published rules governing the

subdivision of land authorized under section 105 of the land division act, 1967 PA 288, MCL 560.105, need
not be readopted under this act or amended to comply with this act but continue in effect under this act.
However, if amended, the ordinance or published rules shall be amended under the procedures of this act.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

125.3883 Transfer of powers, duties, and records.
Sec. 83. (1) If, on the effective date of this act, a planning commission had the powers and duties of a

zoning board or zoning commission under the former city and village zoning act, 1921 PA 207, the former
county zoning act, 1943 PA 183, or the former township zoning act, 1943 PA 184, and under the Michigan
zoning enabling act, 2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3101 to 125.3702, the planning commission may continue to
exercise those powers and duties without amendment of the ordinance, resolution, or charter provision that
created the planning commission.

(2) If, on the effective date of this act, a local unit of government had a planning commission without
zoning authority created under former 1931 PA 285, former 1945 PA 282, or former 1959 PA 168, the
legislative body may by amendment to the ordinance creating the planning commission, or, if the planning
commission was created by resolution, may by resolution, transfer to the planning commission all the powers
and duties provided to a zoning board or zoning commission created under the Michigan zoning enabling act,
2006 PA 110, MCL 125.3101 to 125.3702. If an existing zoning board or zoning commission in the local unit
of government is nearing the completion of its draft zoning ordinance, the legislative body shall postpone the
transfer of the zoning board's or zoning commission's powers, duties, and records until the completion of the
draft zoning ordinance, but is not required to postpone the transfer more than 1 year.

(3) If, on or after the effective date of this act, a planning commission is created in a local unit of
government that has had a zoning board or zoning commission since before the effective date of this act, the
legislative body shall transfer all the powers, duties, and records of the zoning board or zoning commission to
the planning commission before July 1, 2011. If the existing zoning board or zoning commission is nearing
the completion of its draft zoning ordinance, the legislative body may, by resolution, postpone the transfer of
the zoning board's or zoning commission's powers, duties, and records until the completion of the draft zoning
ordinance, but not later than until 1 year after creation of the planning commission or July 1, 2011, whichever
comes first.

History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.

125.3885 Repeal of certain acts.
Sec. 85. (1) The following acts are repealed:
(a) 1931 PA 285, MCL 125.31 to 125.45.
(b) 1945 PA 282, MCL 125.101 to 125.115.
(c) 1959 PA 168, MCL 125.321 to 125.333.
(2) Any plan adopted or amended under an act repealed under subsection (1) is subject to section 81(1).
History: 2008, Act 33, Eff. Sept. 1, 2008.
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OPEN MEETINGS ACT 
 
 

THE BASICS 
 

The Act 
The Open Meetings Act (OMA) is 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 through 15.275. The 
OMA took effect January 1, 1977. In enacting the OMA, the Legislature promoted a 
new era in governmental accountability and fostered openness in government to 
enhance responsible decision making.1 

Nothing in the OMA prohibits a public body from adopting an ordinance, resolution, 
rule, or charter provision that requires a greater degree of openness relative to 
public body meetings than the standards provided for in the OMA.2 

What Bodies are Covered? 

The OMA applies to all meetings of a public body.3 A “public body” is broadly 
defined as: 

[A]ny state or local legislative or governing body, including a board, 
commission, committee, subcommittee, authority, or council, that is 
empowered by state constitution, statute, charter, ordinance, resolution, or 
rule to exercise governmental or proprietary authority or perform a 
governmental or proprietary function; a lessee of such a body performing an 
essential public purpose and function pursuant to the lease agreement; or 
the board of a nonprofit corporation formed by a city under section 4o of the 
home rule city act, 1909 PA 279, MCL 117.4o.4 [Emphasis added.] 

As used in the OMA, the term “public body” connotes a collective entity and does not 
include an individual government official.5 The OMA also does not apply to private, 

 
 

 
1 Booth Newspapers, Inc v Univ of Mich Bd of Regents, 444 Mich 211, 222–223; 507 NW2d 422 
(1993). 
2 MCL 15.261. 
3 MCL 15.263. When the Handbook refers to a “board”, the term encompasses all boards, 
commissions, councils, authorities, committees, subcommittees, panels, and any other public body. 
4 MCL 15.262(a). The provision in the OMA that includes a lessee of a public body performing an 
essential public purpose is unconstitutional because the title of the act does not refer to 
organizations other than “public bodies.” OAG, 1977-1978, No 5207, p 157 (June 24, 1977). Certain 
boards are excluded “when deliberating the merits of a case.” MCL 15.263(7). See also MCL 
15.263(8) and (10). 
5 Herald Co v Bay City, 463 Mich 111, 129–133; 614 NW2d 873 (2000) (holding that a city manager is 
not subject to the OMA); Craig v Detroit Public Schs Chief Executive Officer, 265 Mich App 572, 579; 
697 NW2d 529 (2005). OAG, 1977-1978, No 5183A, p 97 (April 18, 1977). 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(0kb0sbi42ljwoldwkparghlz))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-Act-267-of-1976
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(00kvlgqukm2xmhlp4jdzuufk))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-261
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4xivl3xcesulepqm2jusfmm5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-263
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4xivl3xcesulepqm2jusfmm5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-262
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1970s/op05183.htm
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1980s/op06352.htm
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nonprofit corporations.6 Furthermore, an advisory body without express decision- 
making authority is not a “public body” under the OMA.7 

Public Notice Requirements 
A meeting of a public body cannot be held unless public notice is given consistent 
with the OMA.8 A public notice must contain the public body’s name, telephone 
number, and address, and must be posted at its principal office and any other 
locations the public body considers appropriate.9 If a public body is a part of a state 
department, a public notice must also be posted in the principal office of the state 
department.10 

Public notice requirements are specific to the type of meeting: 
1. For regular meetings of a public body, there shall be posted within 10 days 

after the first meeting of the public body in each calendar or fiscal year a 
public notice stating the dates, times, and places of its regular meetings. 

2. For a change in schedule of regular meetings of a public body, there shall be 
posted within three days after the meeting at which the change is made, a 
public notice stating the new dates, times, and places of its regular 
meetings. 

3. For a rescheduled regular or a special meeting of a public body, a public 
notice stating the date, time, and place of the meeting shall be posted at 
least 18 hours before the meeting. 

4. A meeting of a public body which is recessed for more than 36 hours shall be 
reconvened only after public notice has been posted at least 18 hours before 
the reconvened meeting.11 

At their first meeting of the calendar or fiscal year, each board must set the dates, 
times, and places of the board’s regular meetings for the coming year. The OMA 

 
 

 
6 OAG, 1985-1986, No 6352, p 252 (April 8, 1986) (The Michigan High School Athletic Association is 
not subject to the OMA.). See also Perlongo v Iron River Coop TV Antenna Corp, 122 Mich App 433; 
332 NW2d 502 (1983). 
7 See Pinebrook Warren, LLC v City of Warren,  Mich App   (2022) holding that a review 
committee was not a public body subject to the OMA because the ordinance that created the 
committee did not grant the committee with authority to make final licensing decisions, which was 
retained by the city council. The Court found the lack of an express grant of authority to exercise 
governmental or proprietary authority or to perform a governmental or proprietary function was 
determinative. 
8 MCL 15.265(1); Nicholas v Meridian Charter Twp, 239 Mich App 525, 531; 609 NW2d 574 (2000). 
9 MCL 15.264(a)-(c). 
10 MCL 15.264(c). 
11 MCL 15.265(2)-(5). 

http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1980s/op06352.htm
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4xivl3xcesulepqm2jusfmm5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-265
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4xivl3xcesulepqm2jusfmm5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-264
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4xivl3xcesulepqm2jusfmm5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-264
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4xivl3xcesulepqm2jusfmm5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-265
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does not require any particular number of meetings. The board may cancel or 
reschedule its regular meetings. 
The minimum 18 hour notice requirement is not fulfilled if the public is denied 
access to the notice of the meeting for any part of the 18 hours.12 The requirement 
may be met by posting at least 18 hours in advance of the meeting using a method 
designed to assure access to the notice. For example, the public body can post the 
notice at the main entrance visible on the outside of the building that houses the 
principal office of the public body.13 If the public body maintains an “official internet 
presence” that includes monthly or more frequent updates of public meetings 
agendas and minutes, they must also post notice of a special meeting at least 18 
hours before the meeting on a portion of the body’s website fully accessible to the 
public.14 

A public body must send copies of the public notices by first class mail to a 
requesting party, upon the party’s payment of a yearly fee of not more than the 
reasonable estimated cost of printing and postage. Upon written request, a public 
body, at the same time a public notice of a meeting is posted, must provide a copy of 
the public notice to any newspaper published in the state or any radio or television 
station located in the state, free of charge.15 

Agendas and the OMA 

While the OMA requires a public body to give public notice when it meets, it has no 
requirement that the public notice include an agenda or a specific statement as to 
the purpose of a meeting.16 No agenda format is required by the OMA.17 

Penalties for OMA Violations 

A public official who “intentionally violates” the OMA may be found guilty of a 
misdemeanor18 and may be personally liable for actual and exemplary damages of 
not more than $500 for a single meeting.19 The exemptions in the OMA must be 
strictly construed. The “rule of lenity” (i.e., courts should mitigate punishment when 

 
 
 
 
 

12 OAG, 1979-1980, No 5724, p 840 (June 20, 1980). 
13 OAG No 5724. 
14 MCL 15.265(4). 
15 MCL 15.266. 
16 OAG, 1993-1994, No 6821, p 199 (October 18, 1994). But, as discussed in OAG No 6821, other 
statutes may require a public body to state in its notice the business to be transacted at the meeting. 
17 Lysogorski v Bridgeport Charter Twp, 256 Mich App 297, 299; 662 NW2d 108 (2003). 
18 MCL 15.272. 
19 MCL 15.273. 

https://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1980s/op05724.htm
https://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1980s/op05724.htm
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4xivl3xcesulepqm2jusfmm5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-266
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1990s/op06821.htm
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4xivl3xcesulepqm2jusfmm5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-272
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4xivl3xcesulepqm2jusfmm5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-273
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the punishment in the criminal statute is unclear) does not apply to construction of 
the OMA’s exemptions.20 

A decision made by a public body may be invalidated by a court, if the public body 
has not complied with the requirements of MCL 15.263(1), (2), and (3) [i.e., making 
decisions at a public meeting] or if failure to give notice in accordance with section 5 
has interfered with substantial compliance with MCL 15.263(1), (2), and (3), and 
the court finds that the noncompliance has impaired the rights of the public under 
the OMA. 

Lawsuits to Compel Compliance 

Actions must be brought within 60 days after the public body’s approved minutes 
involving the challenged decision are made publicly available.21 If the decision 
involves the approval of contracts, the receipt or acceptance of bids, or the 
procedures pertaining to the issuance of bonds or other evidences of indebtedness, 
the action must be brought within 30 days after the approved minutes are made 
publicly available.22 If the decision of a state public body is challenged, venue is in 
the Court of Claims.23 

Correcting Non-Conforming Decisions 

In any case where a lawsuit has been initiated to invalidate a public body’s decision 
on the ground that it was not made in conformity with the OMA, the public body 
may, without being deemed to make any admission contrary to its interest, reenact 
the disputed decision in conformity with the OMA. A decision reenacted in this 
manner shall be effective from the date of reenactment and is not rendered invalid 
by any deficiency in its initial enactment.24 If the board acts quickly, the 
reenactment may defeat a claim for attorney’s fees, since plaintiffs would not be 
successful in “obtaining relief in the action” within the meaning of the OMA.25 The 
public body need not, however, wait for a lawsuit to correct a decision made at a 
meeting that did not comply with the OMA.26 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
20 People v Whitney, 228 Mich App 230, 244; 578 NW2d 329 (1998). 
21 MCL 15.270(3)(a). 
22 MCL 15.270(3)(b). 
23 MCL 15.270(4). 
24 MCL 15.270(5). 
25 Leemreis v Sherman Twp, 273 Mich App 691, 700; 731 NW2d 787 (2007). Felice v Cheboygan 
County Zoning Comm, 103 Mich App 742, 746; 304 NW2d 1 (1981). 
26 Lockwood v Ellington Twp, 323 Mich App 392, 405; 917 NW2d 413 (2018). 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4xivl3xcesulepqm2jusfmm5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-263
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4xivl3xcesulepqm2jusfmm5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-263
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4xivl3xcesulepqm2jusfmm5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-270
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4xivl3xcesulepqm2jusfmm5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-270
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4xivl3xcesulepqm2jusfmm5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-270
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DECISIONS MUST BE MADE IN PUBLIC MEETINGS 
 

All Decisions Must be Made at a Meeting Open to the Public 
The OMA provides that “[a]ll decisions of a public body shall be made at a meeting 
open to the public,” and that, with limited exceptions, “[a]ll deliberations of a public 
body constituting a quorum of its members shall take place at a meeting open to the 
public.”27 The OMA defines “decision” to mean “a determination, action, vote, or 
disposition upon a motion, proposal, recommendation, resolution, order, ordinance, 
bill, or measure on which a vote by members of a public body is required and by 
which a public body effectuates or formulates public policy.”28 

The OMA does not prescribe any specific form of formal voting requirement, but any 
kind of process that equates to decision-making falls under the act and so must be 
conducted at an open meeting.29 For example, where board members use telephone 
calls or sub-quorum meetings to achieve the same intercommunication that could 
have been achieved in a full board or commission meeting, the members’ conduct is 
susceptible to “round-the-horn” decision-making, which achieves the same effect as 
if the entire board had met publicly and formally cast its votes and would violate 
the OMA.30 

Canvassing Board Members on How they Might Vote 

Although similar to prohibited “round-the-horn” decision making described above, 
an informal canvas by one member of a public body to find out where the votes 
would be on a particular issue does not violate the OMA, so long as no decisions are 
made during the discussions and the discussions are not a deliberate attempt to the 
avoid the OMA.31 

Meeting “Informally” to Discuss Matters 

To promote openness in government, exceptions to the OMA must be construed 
strictly.32 Thus, the closed session exception does not allow a quorum of a public 

 
 
 
 
 
 

27 MCL 15.263(2) and (3). 
28 MCL 15.262(d). 
29 Booth Newspapers, Inc, 444 Mich at 229. 
30 Booth Newspapers, Inc, 444 Mich at 229 (“[A]ny alleged distinction between the [public body’s] 
consensus building and a determination or action, as advanced in the OMA’s definition of ‘decision,’ 
is a distinction without a difference.”). 
31 St Aubin v Ishpeming City Council, 197 Mich App 100, 103; 494 NW2d 803 (1992). 
32 Wexford County Prosecutor v Pranger, 83 Mich App 197, 201, 204; 268 NW2d 344 (1978). 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4xivl3xcesulepqm2jusfmm5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-263
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4xivl3xcesulepqm2jusfmm5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-263
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4xivl3xcesulepqm2jusfmm5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-262
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1970s/op05298.htm
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body to meet to discuss matters of public policy, even if there is no intention that 
the deliberations will lead to a decision on that occasion.33 

When may a Quorum of a Board Gather Outside an Open Meeting Without 
Violating the OMA? 
The OMA “does not apply to a meeting which is a social or chance gathering or 
conference not designed to avoid this act.”34 The OMA, however, does not define the 
terms “social or chance gathering” or “conference,” and provides little direct 
guidance as to the precise scope of this exemption.35 

In addition to a purely social gathering or chance gathering36 that does not involve 
discussions of public policy among the members of the board, a quorum may accept 
an invitation to address a civic organization,37 listen to the concerns of a 
neighborhood organization, or observe demonstrations, if the board doesn’t 
deliberate toward, or make, a decision.38 

A board quorum also may meet for a workshop, seminar, informational gathering, 
or professional conference designed to convey, to the conference participants, 
information about areas of professional interest common to all conference 
participants rather than a more limited focus on matters or issues of particular 
interest to a single public body.39 However, when gatherings are designed to receive 
input from officers or employees of the public body, the OMA requires that the 
gathering be held at a public meeting.40 

For example, the OMA was not violated when several members of the board of 
county commissioners attended a public meeting of the county planning committee 
(which had more than fifty members, two who were county commissioners), which 
resulted in a quorum of the board being present at the meeting (without the 

 
 
 
 

33 Compare OAG, 1977-1978, No 5298, p 434, 435 (May 2, 1978). See also OAG, 1979-1980, No 5444, 
p 55, 56 (February 21, 1979) (explaining that anytime a quorum of a public body meets and considers 
a matter of public policy, the meeting must comply with the OMA’s requirements), with OAG, 1979- 
1980, No 5437, p 36, 37 (February 2, 1979) (explaining that where members of a public body 
constituting a quorum come together by chance, the gathering is exempt from the OMA; however, 
even at a chance meeting, matters of public policy may not be discussed by the members with each 
other). 
34 MCL 15.263(10). 
35 OAG, 1981-1982, No 6074, p 662, 663 (June 11, 1982). 
36 OAG, 1979-1980, No 5437, p 36 (February 2, 1979). 
37 OAG, 1977-1978, No 5183, p 21, 35 (March 8, 1977). 
38 OAG, 1977-1978, No 5364, p 606, 607 (September 7, 1978). 
39 OAG, 1979-1980, No 5433, p 29, 31 (January 31, 1979). 
40 OAG No 5433 at p 31. 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(vg0bitcp2do3itnlbbwouvxh))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-263
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(vg0bitcp2do3itnlbbwouvxh))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-263
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1980s/op06074.htm
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1970s/op05437.htm
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1970s/op05183.htm
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1970s/op05364.htm
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1970s/op05433.htm
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1980s/op06074.htm
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1980s/op06074.htm
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1970s/op05433.htm


10  

meeting also being noticed as a county commission meeting), since the nonmember 
commissioners did not engage in deliberations or render decisions.41 

Advisory Committees and the OMA 
The OMA does not apply to committees and subcommittees composed of less than a 
quorum of the full public body if they “are merely advisory or only capable of 
making ‘recommendations concerning the exercise of governmental authority.’”42 

Where, on the other hand, a committee or subcommittee is empowered to act on 
matters in such a fashion as to deprive the full public body of the opportunity to 
consider a matter, a decision of the committee or subcommittee “is an exercise of 
governmental authority which effectuates public policy” and the committee or 
subcommittee proceedings are, therefore, subject to the OMA.43 

If a joint meeting of two committees of a board (each with less than a quorum of the 
board) results in the presence of a quorum of the board, the board must comply in 
all respects with the OMA and notice of the joint meeting must include the fact that 
a quorum of the board will be present.44 

Use of Email or Other Electronic Communications Among Board Members 
During an Open Meeting 
Email, texting, or other forms of electronic communications among members of a 
board or commission during an open meeting that involve deliberations toward 
decision-making or actual decisions violates the OMA, since those communications 
are not open to the public and, in effect, transform the open meeting into a “closed” 
session. 
While the OMA does not require that all votes by a public body must be by roll call, 
voting requirements under the act are met when a vote is taken by roll call, show of 
hands, or other method that informs the public of the public official’s decision 
rendered by his or her vote. Thus, the OMA bars the use of email or other electronic 

 
 
 

 
41 OAG, 1989-1990, No 6636, p 253 (October 23, 1989), cited with approval in Ryant v Cleveland Twp, 
239 Mich App 430, 434–435; 608 NW2d 101 (2000) and Nicholas, 239 Mich App at 531–532. If, 
however, the noncommittee board members participate in committee deliberations, the OMA would 
be violated. Nicholas, 239 Mich App at 532. 
42 OAG, 1997-1998, No 6935, p 18 (April 2, 1997); OAG No 5183 at p 40. 
43 Schmiedicke v Clare School Bd, 228 Mich App 259, 261, 263-264; 577 NW2d 706 (1998); Morrison v 
East Lansing, 255 Mich App 505; 660 NW2d 395 (2003); and OAG, 1997-1998, No 7000, p 197 
(December 1, 1998) (A committee composed of less than a quorum of a full board is subject to the 
OMA, if the committee is effectively authorized to determine whether items will or will not be 
referred for action by the full board), citing OAG, 1977- 1978, No 5222, p 216 (September 1, 1977). 
44 OAG, 1989-1990, No 6636, at p 254. 

http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1980s/op06636.htm
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1990s/op10006.htm
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1990s/op10070.htm
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1980s/op06636.htm
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communications to conduct a secret ballot at a public meeting, since it would 
prevent citizens from knowing how members of the public body have voted.45 

Moreover, the use of electronic communications for discussions or deliberations, 
which are not, at a minimum, able to be heard by the public in attendance at an 
open meeting are contrary to the OMA’s core purpose – the promotion of openness 
in government.46 

Using email to distribute handouts, agenda items, statistical information, or other 
such material during an open meeting should be permissible under the OMA, 
particularly when copies of that information are also made available to the public 
before or during the meeting. 

 
 

CLOSED SESSIONS 
 

Meeting in Closed Session 
A public body may meet in a closed session only for one or more of the permitted 
purposes specified in section 8 of the OMA.47 The limited purposes for which closed 
sessions are permitted include, among others:48 

1. To consider the dismissal, suspension, or disciplining of, or to hear 
complaints or charges brought against, or to consider a periodic personnel 
evaluation of, a public officer, employee, staff member, or individual agent, 
if the named person requests a closed hearing.49 

2. For strategy and negotiation sessions connected with the negotiation of a 
collective bargaining agreement if either negotiating party requests a closed 
hearing.50 

3. To consider the purchase or lease of real property up to the time an option to 
purchase or lease that real property is obtained.51 

 
 

45 See Esperance v Chesterfield Twp, 89 Mich App 456, 464; 280 NW2d 559 (1979); OAG, 1977-1978, 
No 5262, p 338 (January 31, 1978). 
46 See Booth Newspapers, Inc, 444 Mich at 229; Schmiedicke, 228 Mich App at 263, 264; Wexford 
County Prosecutor, 83 Mich App at 204. 
47 MCL 15.268. OAG, 1977-1978, No 5183, at p 37. 
48 The other permissible purposes deal with public primary, secondary, and post-secondary student 
disciplinary hearings – section 8(b); state legislature party caucuses – section 8(g); compliance 
conferences conducted by the Michigan Department of Community Health – section 8(i); and public 
university presidential search committee discussions – section 8(j); and school boards considering 
security planning to address threats to the safety of students and staff – section 8(k). 
49 MCL 15.268(a) (Emphasis added). 
50 MCL 15.268(c) (Emphasis added). 
51 MCL 15.268(d). 

http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1970s/op05262.htm
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-268
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-268
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-268
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-268
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-268
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-268
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4. To consult with its attorney regarding trial or settlement strategy in 
connection with specific pending litigation, but only if an open meeting 
would have a detrimental financial effect on the litigating or settlement 
position of the public body.52 

5. To review and consider the contents of an application for employment or 
appointment to a public office if the candidate requests that the application 
remain confidential. However, all interviews by a public body for 
employment or appointment to a public office shall be held in an open 
meeting pursuant to this act.53 

6. To consider material exempt from discussion or disclosure by state or 
federal statute.54 But note – a board is not permitted to go into closed 
session to discuss an attorney’s oral opinion, as opposed to a written legal 
memorandum.55 

Decisions Must be Made During an Open Meeting, Not the Closed Session 
Section 3(2) of the OMA requires that “[a]ll decisions of a public body shall be made 
at a meeting open to the public.”56 Section 2(d) of the OMA defines “decision” to 
mean “a determination, action, vote, or disposition upon a motion, proposal, 
recommendation, resolution, order, ordinance, bill, or measure on which a vote by 
members of a public body is required and by which a public body effectuates or 
formulates public policy.”57 And so, the purposes of the closed session must be 
strictly limited to the exceptions listed above; no decision making is permitted in 
the closed session. 

A Closed Session Must be Conducted During the Course of an Open 
Meeting 
Section 2(c) of the OMA defines “closed session” as “a meeting or part of a meeting 
of a public body that is closed to the public.”58 Section 9(1) of the OMA provides that 

 
 
 
 

52 MCL 15.268(e) (Emphasis added). 
53 MCL 15.268(f) (Emphasis added). 
54 MCL 15.268(h). 
55 Booth Newspapers, Inc v Wyoming City Council, 168 Mich App 459, 467, 469-470; 425 NW2d 695 
(1988). 
56 MCL 15.263(2). See also St Aubin, 197 Mich App at 103; OAG, 1977-1978, No 5262, at p 338–339 
(The OMA prohibits a voting procedure at a public meeting which prevents citizens from knowing 
how members of the public body have voted.); OAG, 1979-1980, No 5445, p 57 (February 22, 1979) (A 
public body may not take final action on any matter during a closed meeting.). 
57 MCL 15.262(d). 
58 MCL 15.262(c). 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-268
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-268
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-268
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-263
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-262
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-262
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the minutes of an open meeting must include “the purpose or purposes for which a 
closed session is held.”59 

Going into Closed Session 
Section 7(1) of the OMA60 sets out the procedure for calling a closed session: 

A 2/3 roll call vote of members elected or appointed and serving is required 
to call a closed session, except for the closed sessions permitted under 
section 8(a), (b), (c), (g), (i), and (j). The roll call vote and the purpose or 
purposes for calling the closed session shall be entered into the minutes of 
the meeting at which the vote is taken. 

Thus, a public body may go into closed session only upon a motion duly made, 
seconded, and adopted by a 2/3 roll call vote of the members appointed and 
serving61 during an open meeting for the purpose of (1) considering the purchase or 
lease of real property, (2) consulting with their attorney, (3) considering an 
employment application, or (4) considering material exempt from disclosure under 
state or federal law. A majority vote is sufficient for going into closed session for the 
other OMA permitted purposes. 
It is suggested that every motion to go into closed session should cite one or more of 
the permissible purposes listed in section 8 of the OMA.62 An example of a motion to 
go into closed session is: 

I move that the Board meet in closed session under section 8(e) of the Open 
Meetings Act, to consult with our attorney regarding trial or settlement 
strategy in connection with [the name of the specific lawsuit].63 

Another example is the need to privately discuss with the public body’s attorney a 
memorandum of advice as permitted under section 8(h) of the OMA, which provides 
that “a public body may meet in a closed session . . . to consider material exempt 
from discussion or disclosure by state or federal statute.”64 The motion should cite 
section 8(h) of the OMA and the statutory basis for the closed session, such as 

 
 

 
59 MCL 15.269(1). 
60 MCL 15.267(1). 
61 And not just those attending the meeting. OAG No 5183 at p 37. 
62 MCL 15.268. 
63 “[I]t is clear that the Legislature intended for public bodies to name the pending litigation before 
entering a closed session.” Vermilya v Delta College Bd of Trustees, 325 Mich App 416, 421; 925 
NW2d 897 (2018). The Vermilya court cited the OMA Handbook’s recommended motion language 
with approval. 325 Mich App at 423. 
64 MCL 15.268(h). Proper discussion of a written legal opinion at a closed meeting is, with regard to 
the attorney-client privilege exemption to the OMA, limited to the meaning of any strictly legal 
advice presented in the written opinion. People v Whitney, 228 Mich App at 245–248. 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-269
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(cxrzilp2ci2ycbf0g5byuvwc))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-267
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1970s/op05183.htm
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-268
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-268
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section 13(1)(g) of the Freedom of Information Act, which exempts from public 
disclosure “[i]nformation or records subject to the attorney-client privilege.”65 

Leaving a Closed Session 
The OMA is silent as to how to leave a closed session. A motion may be made to end 
the closed session with a majority vote needed for approval. While this is a decision 
made in a closed session, it is not a decision that “effectuates or formulates public 
policy.” 
When the public body has concluded its closed session, the open meeting minutes 
should state the time the public body reconvened in open session and any votes on 
matters discussed in the closed session must occur in an open meeting. 

Avoid Using the Terms “Closed Session” and “Executive Session” 
Interchangeably 
The term “executive session” does not appear in the OMA, but “closed session” does. 
“Executive session” is more of a private sector term and is often used to describe a 
private session of a board of directors, which is not limited as to purpose, where 
actions can be taken, and no minutes are recorded. This is not the same as a “closed 
session” under the OMA, and so public bodies should avoid using the term 
“executive session” to refer to a “closed session.” 

Staff and Others May Join the Board in a Closed Session 

A public body may rely upon its officers and employees for assistance when 
considering matters in a closed session. A public body may also request private 
citizens to assist, as appropriate, in its considerations.66 

Forcibly Excluding Persons from a Closed Session 

A public body may, if necessary, exclude an unauthorized individual who intrudes 
upon a closed session by either (1) having the individual forcibly removed by a law 
enforcement officer, or (2) by recessing and removing the closed session to a new 
location.67 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
65 MCL 15.243(1)(g). 
66 OAG, 1979-1980, No 5532, p 324 (August 7, 1979). 
67 OAG, 1985-1986, No 6358, p 268 (April 29, 1986), citing Regents of the Univ of Mich v Washtenaw 
County Coalition Against Apartheid, 97 Mich App 532; 296 NW2d 94 (1980). 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-243
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1970s/op05532.htm
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1980s/op06358.htm
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ATTENDING OPEN MEETINGS 
 

Excluding Individuals 
No one may be excluded from a meeting otherwise open to the public except for a 
breach of the peace actually committed at the meeting.68 

Identifying Public Attendees 

No one may be required to register or otherwise provide his or her name or other 
information or otherwise to fulfill a condition precedent to attend a public 
meeting.69 

Building security at the meeting site may cause issues. Members of the public 
might object, based on the OMA, to signing in to gain access to the building where a 
public meeting is being held.70 Therefore, it is recommended that public bodies meet 
in facilities or areas not subject to public access restrictions. 
If the public body wishes the members of the public to identify themselves at the 
meeting, the board chair may announce something like this: 

The Board would appreciate having the members of the public attending the 
meeting today identify themselves and mention if they would like the 
opportunity to speak during the public comment period. However, you do 
not need to give your name to attend this meeting. When the time comes to 
introduce yourself and you do not want to do so, just say pass. 

Since speaking at the meeting is a step beyond “attending” the public meeting and 
the OMA provides that a person may address the public body “under rules 
established and recorded by the public body,” the board may establish a rule 
requiring individuals to identify themselves if they wish to speak at a meeting.71 

Limiting Public Comment 

A public body may adopt a rule imposing individual time limits for members of the 
public addressing the public body.72 In order to carry out its responsibilities, the 
board can also consider establishing rules allowing the chairperson to encourage 
groups to designate one or more individuals to speak on their behalf to avoid 
cumulative comments. But a rule limiting the period of public comment may not be 

 
 

68 MCL 15.263(6). 
69 MCL 15.263(4). 
70 In addition, “[a]ll meetings of a public body . . . shall be held in a place available to the general 
public.” MCL 15.263(1). 
71 MCL 15.263(5). OAG, 1977-1978, No 5183, at p 34. 
72 OAG, 1977-1978, No 5332, p 536 (July 13, 1978) (The rule must be duly adopted and recorded.). 
OAG, 1977-1978. No 5183, at p 34. 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-263
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-263
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-263
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-263
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1970s/op05332.htm
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1970s/op05332.htm
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applied in a manner that denies a person the right to address the public body, such 
as by limiting all public comment to a half-hour period.73 

Meeting Location 
The OMA only requires that a meeting be held “in a place available to the general 
public;” it does not dictate that the meeting be held within the geographical limits of 
the public body’s jurisdiction.74 However, if a meeting is held so far from the public 
which it serves that it would be difficult or inconvenient for its citizens to attend, 
the meeting may be considered as not being held at a place available to the general 
public. Whenever possible, the meeting should be held within the public body’s 
geographical boundaries. A local public body’s meeting may not take place in a 
residential building, if a nonresidential building is available without cost within the 
local unit’s boundaries.75 

Physical Attendance at Meetings 

The OMA has been interpreted to require members of public bodies to be physically 
present at meetings held within a physical space.76 The OMA generally does not 
provide for remote attendance by public body members or members of the public, 
except to accommodate the absence of a member of a public body due to the 
member’s military duty.77 

Providing Reasonable Accommodations Under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 42 USC 12131 et seq, and 
Rehabilitation Act, MCL 395.81 et seq, require state and local boards and 
commissions to provide reasonable accommodations, which could include an option 
to participate virtually, to qualified individuals with a disability who request an 

 
 
 

73 OAG No 5332 at p 538. 
74 OAG, 1979-1980, No 5560, p 386 (September 13, 1979). However, local charter provisions or 
ordinances may impose geographical limits on public body meetings. 
75 MCL 15.265(6). Under this provision, the notice shall be published not less than 2 days before the 
day on which the meeting is held, and shall state the date, time, and place of the meeting. The notice 
shall be at the bottom of the display advertisement, set off in a conspicuous manner, and include the 
following language: “This meeting is open to all members of the public under Michigan's open 
meetings act.” 
76 As part of the measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19, the OMA was amended to temporarily 
allow public bodies for limited periods to conduct and attend meetings by electronic means. The 
amendment expired after December 31, 2021, and, generally, only those board members absent due to 
military duty may participate by electronic means - this provision was part of the OMA before the 
pandemic. 
77 MCL 15.263(2). 

http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1970s/op05560.htm
https://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/2020s/op10397.htm
https://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/2020s/op10397.htm
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accommodation in order to fully participate in a meeting as a board or commission 
member or as a member of the general public.78 

Timing of Public Comment 

A public body has discretion under the OMA when to schedule public comment 
during the meeting.79 Thus, scheduling public comment at the beginning80 or the 
end81 of the meeting agenda does not violate the OMA. The public has no right to 
address the commission during its deliberations on a particular matter.82 

Taping and Broadcasting 

The right to attend a public meeting includes the right to tape-record, videotape, 
broadcast live on radio, and telecast live on television the proceedings of a public 
body at the public meeting.83 A board may establish reasonable regulations 
governing the televising or filming by the electronic media of a hearing open to the 
public in order to minimize any disruption to the hearing, but it may not prohibit 
such coverage.84 And the exercise of the right to tape-record, videotape, and 
broadcast public meetings is not be dependent upon the prior approval of the public 
body.85 

Sound Recordings of Public Meetings 
Every meeting of a public body that is a state licensing board, state commission 
panel, or state rule-making board, except a meeting or part of a meeting held in 
closed session, must be recorded in a manner that allows for the capture of sound, 
including, without limitation, in any of the following formats: 

a. A sound-only recording. 
b. A video recording with sound and picture. 
c. A digital or analog broadcast capable of being recorded. 

The recording made under this provision must be maintained for a minimum of one 
year from the date of the meeting in a format that can be reproduced upon a request 
under the Freedom of Information Act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246. 86 

 
 
 
 

78 See OAG, 2021-2022, No 7318. 
79 MCL 15.263(5). 
80 Lysogorski, 256 Mich App at 302. 
81 OAG, 1979-1980, No 5716, p 812 (June 4, 1980). 
82 OAG, 1977-1978, No 5310, p 465, 468 (June 7, 1978). 
83 MCL 15.263(1). 
84 OAG, 1987-1988, No 6499, p 280 (February 24, 1988). 
85 MCL 15.263(1). 
86 MCL 15.269a. This Section is effective as of 91 days after adjournment of the 2022 regular session. 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-263
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1980s/op05716.htm
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1970s/op05310.htm
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-263
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1980s/op06499.htm
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-263
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xs0nadgzggfdppnetohusrfr))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-269a-added
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MINUTES 
 

What Must be in the Minutes 
At a minimum, the minutes must show the date, time, place, members present, 
members absent, any decisions made at a meeting open to the public, and the 
purpose or purposes for which a closed session is held. The minutes must include all 
roll call votes taken at the meeting.87 The OMA does not prohibit a public body from 
preparing a more detailed set of minutes of its public meetings if it chooses to do 
so.88 

When Must the Minutes be Available 
Proposed minutes must be made available for public inspection within eight days 
after the applicable meeting. Approved minutes must be made available for public 
inspection within five days after the public body’s approval.89 

When Must the Minutes be Approved 
Minutes must be approved at the board’s next meeting.90 Corrected minutes must 
show both the original entry and the correction (for example, using a 
“strikethrough” word processing feature). 

Closed Session Minutes 
A separate set of minutes must be taken for closed sessions. While closed session 
minutes must be approved in an open meeting (with contents of the minutes kept 
confidential), the board may meet in closed session to consider approving the 
minutes.91 

Closed session minutes shall only be disclosed if required by a civil action filed 
under sections 10, 11, or 13 of the OMA.92 The board secretary may furnish the 
minutes of a closed session of the body to a board member. A member’s 
dissemination of closed session minutes to the public, however, is a violation of the 
OMA, and the member risks criminal prosecution and civil penalties.93 An 

 
 

 
87 MCL 15.269(1). 
88 Informational letter to Representative Jack Brandenburg from Chief Deputy Attorney General 
Carol Isaacs dated May 8, 2003. 
89 MCL 15.269(3). 
90 MCL 15.269(1). 
91 OAG, 1985-1986, No 6365, p 288 (June 2, 1986). This, of course, triggers the need for more closed 
session minutes. 
92 MCL 15.270, 15.271, and 15.273; Local Area Watch v Grand Rapids, 262 Mich App 136, 143; 683 
NW2d 745 (2004); OAG, 1985-1986 No 6353, p 255 (April 11, 1986). 
93 OAG, 1999-2000, No 7061, p 144 (August 31, 2000). 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-269
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-269
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-269
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1980s/op06365.htm
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-Act-267-of-1976
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/2000s/op10136.htm
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audiotape of a closed session meeting of a public body is part of the minutes of the 
session meeting and, thus, must be filed with the clerk of the public body for 
retention under the OMA.94 As part of the closed session minutes, the audiotape 
may also only be disclosed if required by a civil action filed under sections 10, 11, or 
13 of the OMA.95 

Closed session minutes may be destroyed one year and one day after approval of the 
minutes of the regular meeting at which the closed session occurred.96 

Inadvertent Omissions from the Minutes 

The OMA does not invalidate a decision due to a simple error in the minutes, such 
as inadvertently omitting the vote to go into closed session from a meeting’s 
minutes.97 

 

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES 
 

Core Principle 

For the actions of a public body to be valid, they must be approved by a majority 
vote of a quorum, absent a controlling provision to the contrary, at a lawfully 
convened meeting.98 

Quorum 
A quorum is the minimum number of members who must be present for a board to 
act. Any substantive action taken in the absence of a quorum is invalid. If a public 
body properly notices the meeting under OMA, but lacks a quorum when it 
convenes, the board members in attendance may receive reports and comments 
from the public or staff, ask questions, and comment on matters of interest, but may 
not make any decisions.99 

 
 
 
 
 

 
94 Kitchen v Ferndale City Council, 253 Mich App 115; 654 NW2d 918 (2002). 
95 MCL 15.270, 15.271, and 15.273; Local Area Watch v Grand Rapids, 262 Mich App 136, 143; 683 
NW2d 745 (2004); OAG, 1985-1986 No 6353, p 255 (April 11, 1986). 
96 Kitchen v Ferndale City Council, 253 Mich App 115; 654 NW2d 918 (2002). 
97 Willis v Deerfield Twp, 257 Mich App 541, 554; 669 NW2d 279 (2003). 
98 OAG, 1979-1980, No 5808, p 1060 (October 30, 1980). Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised 
(RRONR) (10th ed), p 4. We cite to Robert’s Rules in this Handbook as a leading guide on 
parliamentary procedures. This is not to imply that public bodies are, as a general rule, bound by 
Robert’s Rules. 
99 OAG, 2009-2010, No 7235 (October 9, 2009). 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-Act-267-of-1976
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hs2h5gnxvgtfwump0tbpj2uo))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-267
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What is the Quorum? 

To determine a quorum for any given board, look to the statute, charter provision, 
or ordinance creating the board in question. On the state level, the Legislature in 
recent years has set the board quorum in the governing statute itself. The statute 
will often provide that “a majority of the board appointed and serving shall 
constitute a quorum.” For a 15-member board, that means eight would be the 
quorum, assuming there are 15 members appointed and serving. Without more in 
the statute, as few as five board members could then decide an issue, since they 
would be a majority of a quorum.100 But recent statutes often provide that “voting 
upon action taken by the board shall be conducted by majority vote of the members 
appointed and serving.” In that instance, the board needs at least eight favorable 
votes to act.101 The Legislature has a backstop statute, which provides that any 
provision that gives “joint authority to 3 or more public officers or other persons 
shall be construed as giving such authority to a majority of such officers or other 
persons, unless it shall be otherwise expressly declared in the law giving the 
authority.”102 

Losing a Quorum 
Even if a meeting begins with a quorum present, the board loses its right to conduct 
substantive action whenever the attendance of its members falls below the 
necessary quorum.103 

Disqualified Members 
A member of a public body who is disqualified due to a conflict of interest may not 
be counted to establish a quorum to consider that matter.104 

Expired-term Members 

Absent a contrary controlling provision, the general rule is that a public officer 
holding over after his or her term expires may continue to act until a successor is 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
100 See OAG, 1977-1978, No 5238, p 261 (November 2, 1977). 
101 See OAG, 1979-1980, No 5808, p 1061. 
102 MCL 8.3c. Wood v Bd of Trustees of the Policemen & Firemen Retirement Sys of Detroit, 108 Mich 
App 38, 43; 310 NW2d 39 (1981). 
103 RRONR (10th ed), p 337-338. 
104 OAG, 1981-1982, No 5916, p 218 (June 8, 1981). But see MCL 15.342a, which provides a 
procedure for disqualified public officials to vote in some limited circumstances where a quorum is 
otherwise lacking for a public body to conduct business. 

http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1970s/op05238.htm
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http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1980s/op05916.htm
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1970s/op05606.htm
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appointed and qualified, and so could be counted for quorum purposes and be 
permitted to vote.105 

Resigned Members 
The common law rule in Michigan is that a public officer’s resignation is not 
effective until it has been accepted by the appointing authority (who, at the state 
level, is usually the governor). Acceptance of the resignation may be manifested by 
formal acceptance or by the appointment of a successor.106 Thus, until a resignation 
is formally accepted or a successor appointed, the resigning member must be 
considered “appointed and serving,” be counted for quorum purposes, and be 
permitted to vote. 
Voting 

• Abstain – To “abstain” means to refuse to vote. Thus, a board member does not 
“vote” to abstain. If a vote requires a majority or a certain percentage of the 
members present for approval, an abstention has the same effect as a “no” 
vote.107 

• Adjourning the meeting – A presiding officer cannot arbitrarily adjourn a 
meeting without first calling for a vote of the members present.108 

• Chairperson voting – Unless a contrary controlling provision exists, all board 
members may vote on any matter coming before a board.109 If a board’s presiding 
officer votes on a motion and that vote is tied, the presiding officer cannot then 
vote again to break the tie unless explicitly authorized by law.110 

• Expired-term members – To determine when a member’s term expires, look first 
to the statute, charter provision, or ordinance creating the public body. Many 
statutes provide that “a member shall serve until a successor is appointed.” 
Absent a contrary controlling provision, the general rule is that a public officer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

105 OAG, 1979-1980, No 5606, p 493 (December 13, 1979), citing Greyhound Corp v Pub Serv Comm, 
360 Mich 578, 589-590; 104 NW2d 395 (1960). See also, Cantwell v City of Southfield, 95 Mich App 
375; 290 NW2d 151 (1980). 
106 OAG, 1985-1986, No 6405, p 429, 430 (December 9, 1986), citing Clark v Detroit Bd of Educ, 112 
Mich 656; 71 NW 177 (1897). 
107 RRONR (10th ed), p 390-395. 
108 Dingwall v Detroit Common Council, 82 Mich 568, 571; 46 NW 938 (1890). 
109 See OAG, 1981-1982, No 6054, p 617 (April 14, 1982). 
110 Price v Oakfield Twp Bd, 182 Mich 216; 148 NW 438 (1914). 
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holding over after his or her term expires may continue to act until a successor is 
appointed and qualified.111 

• Imposing a greater voting requirement – Where the Legislature has required 
only a majority vote to act, public bodies can’t impose a greater voting 
requirement, such as requiring a two-thirds vote of its members to alter certain 
policies or bylaws.112 

• Majority – The term “majority” means “more than half.”113 For example, on a 15- 
member board, eight members constitute a majority. 

• Proxy voting – The OMA requires that the deliberation and formulation of 
decisions effectuating public policy be conducted at open meetings.114 Voting by 
proxy effectively forecloses any involvement by the absent board member in the 
board’s public discussion and deliberations before the board votes on a matter 
effectuating public policy.115 Without explicit statutory authority, this practice is 
not allowed.116 

• Roll call vote – There is no bright line rule for conducting a roll call vote.117 

However, the following may be helpful in conducting such a vote. One, when a 
voice vote reveals a divided vote on the board (i.e., more than one no vote), a roll 
call vote should be conducted to remove doubt about the vote’s count. Two, if 
board members are participating by teleconference where permitted by law, a 
roll call will permit the secretary to accurately record the entire vote. Three, 
when the board is acting on matters of significance, such as, contracts of 

 
 

 
111 OAG, 1979-1980, No 5606, p 493 (December 13, 1979), citing Greyhound Corp v Pub Serv Comm, 
360 Mich 578, 589-590; 104 NW2d 395 (1960). See also, Cantwell v City of Southfield, 95 Mich App 
375; 290 NW2d 151 (1980). 
112 OAG, 1979-1980, No 5738, p 870 (July 14, 1980). OAG, 2001-2002, No 7081, p 27 (April 17, 2001), 
citing Wagner v Ypsilanti Village Clerk, 302 Mich 636; 5 NW2d 513 (1942). 
113 RRONR (10th ed), p 387. 
114 Esperance v Chesterfield Twp, 89 Mich App at 464, citing Pranger, 83 Mich App 197; 268 NW2d 
344 (1978). 
115 Robert’s Rules concur: “Ordinarily it [proxy voting] should neither be allowed nor required, 
because proxy voting is incompatible with the essential characteristics of a deliberative assembly in 
which membership is individual, personal, and nontransferable.” RRONR (10th ed), p 414. The 
Michigan House and Senate do not allow proxy voting for their members. 
116 OAG, 2009-2010, No 7227, p (March 19, 2009). OAG, 1993-1994, No 6828, p 212 (December 22, 
1994), citing Dingwall, 82 Mich at 571, where the city council counted and recorded the vote of 
absent members in appointing election inspectors. The Michigan Supreme Court rejected these 
appointments, ruling that “the counting of absent members and recording them as voting in the 
affirmative on all questions, was also an inexcusable outrage.” 
117 “The fact that the Open Meetings Act prohibits secret balloting does not mean that all votes must 
be roll call votes.” Esperance, 89 Mich App at 464 n 9. The OMA does provide that votes to go into 
closed session must be by roll call. MCL 15.267. 

http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1970s/op05606.htm
http://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/1980s/op05738.htm
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substantial size or decisions that will have multi-year impacts, a roll call vote is 
the best choice. 

• Round-robin voting – This term means approval for an action outside of a public 
meeting by passing around a sign-off sheet. This practice has its roots in the 
legislative committee practice of passing around a tally sheet to gain approval 
for discharging a bill without a committee meeting. “Round-robining” defeats the 
public’s right to be present and observe the manner in which the body’s decisions 
are made and violates the OMA. 

• Secret ballot – The OMA requires that all decisions and deliberations of a public 
body must be made at an open meeting, and the term “decision” is defined to 
include voting.118 The OMA prohibits a “voting procedure at a public meeting 
that prevents citizens from knowing how members of a public body have 
voted.”119 Because the use of a secret ballot process would prevent this 
transparency, all board decisions subject to the OMA must be made by a public 
vote at an open meeting.120 

• Tie vote – A tie vote on a motion means that the motion did not gain a majority. 
Thus, the motion fails.121 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

118 See MCL 15.262(d) and 15.263(2) and (3). 
119 OAG, 1977-1978, No 5262, at p 338-339. 
120 Esperance, 89 Mich App at 464. 
121 Rouse v Rogers, 267 Mich 338; 255 NW 203 (1934). RRONR (10th ed), p 392. 
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