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THE 2010 CENSUS
The U.S. Census counts every resident in the United States, 
and is required by the Constitution to take place every 10 years.

The 2010 Census will help communities receive more than 
$400 billion in federal funds each year for things like:

•	 Hospitals
•	 Job	training	centers
•	 Schools
•	 Senior	centers
•	 Bridges,	tunnels	and	other-public	works	projects
•	 Emergency	services

The data collected by the census also help determine 
the	number	of 	seats	your	state	has	in	the	U.S.	House	of 	
Representatives.

“We can’t move forward until you mail it back.”

In March of  2010, census forms will be delivered to every 
residence in the United States and Puerto Rico.  When 
you	receive	yours,	just	answer	the	10	short	questions	and	
then	mail	the	form	back	in	the	postage-paid	envelope	
provided.  If  you don’t mail the form back, you may receive 
a visit from a census taker, who will ask you the questions 
from the form.  For more information, you may visit 
www.2010census.gov.

FirEFigHTEr oF THE iSSUE
The Ada Township Fire Department is staffed by 25 
dedicated	firefighters.		One	of 	these	firefighters	will	be	
highlighted	in	this	and	upcoming	issues	of 	the	Ada	View.	

Deputy Chief  Daryl Anderson has been a 
member	of 	the	Department	for	32	years.	His	
father, Ken Anderson, who served as the 
Township Clerk and Supervisor, was an early 
member of  the Department and with his 
guidance	Daryl	joined	the	Department.	“One	

of 	my	proudest	moments	was	when	my	son	Brian	joined	
the Department and now serves as a Lieutenant.” 

	“I	have	enjoyed	working	with	all	the	excellent	and	well	
trained	firefighters	over	the	years	and	will	continue	to	do	
so	with	the	support	of 	my	wife	Barbara.	I	have	been	proud	
to have helped people in and around the area.  See you at 
the	Station.“

SNoW rEmoval
A reminder that owners and occupants of  property 
adjoining	public	sidewalks	in	Ada	Township	are	required	to	
keep	sidewalks	abutting	their	property	free	of 	ice	and	snow,	
within	24	hours	following	a	snowfall	event	of 	three	inches	
or more.  

An	owner	or	occupant	may	be	exempt	from	the	ordinance	
if  the Township Supervisor determines that compliance 
with the ordinance would result in a physical or economic 
hardship.		Any	person	wishing	to	claim	an	exemption	can	
submit a written request to the Township Supervisor in 
advance of  an accumulation of  snow.  

Any questions or concerns can be directed to Steve Kushion, 
ada Township Zoning administrator at  
676-9191, Ext. 24 or skushion@adatownshipmi.com.  

WaNTED:  ElECTioN iNSPECTorS!
Are	you	interested	in	working	the	elections?		The	
Clerk’s	Office	is	accepting	applications	for	Election	
Inspectors	(Poll	Workers),	for	the	May,	August	and	
November	elections	in	2010.		Election	Inspectors	will	
be fully trained, will work in a precinct on election day 
and	are	paid	for	a	full	day	of 	work	and	for	their	training.		
Applications are available at the Clerk’s office, or online at 
www.adatownshipmi.com. Should you have any questions, 
please	contact	the	Clerk’s	Office	at	676-9191,	ext	20	or	21.			

aND THE WiNNEr iS…
The	winner	of 	the	$250	gift	certificate	to	Forest	Hills	
Foods	is	Gloria	Ann	O’Betts	of 	Stoneybrook	Ct.	SE.		The	
winner was selected from over 400 “Hi-Speed internet 
for ada”	survey	responses!		Congratulations	Gloria!		
Thank	you	to	all	the	residents	who	sent	us,	or	brought	in	
their	surveys.		The	committee	that	is	working	on	making	
hi-speed	internet	available	for	the	unserved	portions	of 	
the township continues to meet, and will report to the 
community in the near future.
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a NoTE From THE TrEaSUrEr…
You	should	have	received	a	tax	bill	at	the	beginning	of 	
December.		If 	you	did	not	receive	a	bill,	please	give	our	
office a call.

Since	the	normal	due	date	for	the	winter	taxes	of 	
February	14,	2010,	falls	on	a	weekend	and	the	next	
business	day	is	holiday	for	the	Township,	all	tax	payments	
this year are due in our office by 5:00pm, Tuesday, 
February	16,	2010.	Remember	PoSTmarKS arE NoT 
aCCEPTED as date receipted.

The usual payment options still apply; by mail, in person, by 
credit card (see the reverse side of  your tax bill).  Credit cards 
are NoT accepted at the Township.  Additionally, you may 
sign	up	for	ACH	electronic	payments.		Please	contact	our	
office	for	more	information	about	ACH.

Due	to	delays	at	the	County	level,	dog	licenses	will	not	be	
available	until	after	January	1,	2010.	You	may	obtain	your	
dog	license	at	the	Township	from	Monday,	January	4,	2010	
through	Monday	March	1,	2010.	The	State	of 	Michigan	
requires	all	dogs	age	4	months	and	older	to	be	licensed.	
In order for a 2010 license to be issued, a current rabies 
certificate	must	be	presented.		If 	your	dog(s)	has	been	
spayed/neutered, a written proof  of  spay/neuter must also 
be	presented.		You	can	receive	a	copy	of 	these	through	your	
veterinarian.  

Norm rhoades,	Treasurer	616-676-9191,	Ext.	23	 
nrhoades@adatownshipmi.com.

gina olszewski,	Deputy	Treasurer	616-676-9191,	Ext.	27	
golszewski@adatownshipmi.com.

a grEaT CHriSTmaS giFT For THE 
ENTirE FamilY
An	ongoing	problem	for	all	emergencies	service	agencies	
is the lack of  visible street numbers at the road, and on 
driveways with more than one residence.

Use this checklist to help determine if  the Fire Department, 
or	other	emergency	responders,	can	find	your	home:

•	 Is	your	house	number	at	the	street	and	easily	visible	day	
or	night?

•	 Is	it	obvious	that	the	numbers	at	the	street	are	for	your	
house?

•	 If 	you	live	on	a	drive	with	more	than	one	residence	are	
your house numbers posted on the public roadway and 
also	posted	at	the	entrance	to	your	driveway?

A	good	test	of 	the	visibility	of 	your	street	numbers	is	to	
ask a friend if  they could readily locate your address.

Fires	double	in	size	every	minute.	CPR	should	be	started	
within four minutes. A delay of  one to two minutes in 
locating	your	residence	can	have	dramatic	consequences.	

Ada	Township	has	a	Street	Address	Number	Ordinance	
which also must be complied with.

The	Fire	Department	can	make	green	reflective	address	
signs	for	$15	each	and	will	be	happy	to	advise	you	on	the	
placement	of 	your	house	numbers.		Call	during	office	
hours,	8am	to	5pm,	to	order	an	address	sign	or	to	make	an	
appointment.	Our	non-emergency	number	is	676-2376.	

PUmPKiNS aND lECTUrES aND WrEaTHS—oH mY!  
The	Ada	Historical	Society	has	been	busy	celebrating	the	end	of 	2009.	We	
want to thank all the children who entered their unique creations in our 
annual	Pumpkin	Carving	Contest.		Awards	were	given	for	the	top	three	
entries	in	each	of 	the	Scariest,	Funniest	and	Most	Creative	categories.		

Two	lecturers	provided	insight	into	two	Ada-area	landmarks,	our	rivers	and	
bridges.		Ron	Yob,	a	member	of 	the	Grand	River	Bands	of 	Ottawa	Indians,	
presented The Rivers and local lecturer, Nancy Smith, spoke about Covered 
Bridges.  We rounded out the year with participation in Ada’s Tinsel, Treats 
and	Trolley	night,	the	Santa	parade,	our	annual	Holiday	Wreath	Sale	and	
Cookie	Decorating	for	Kids.

We are so thankful for the many volunteers—who donated more than 1,000 
hours this year—and the visitors who make our events possible.  Please stop 
by	the	Forest	Hills	Community	Expo	at	Ada	Christian	School	on	March	
20th	for	a	listing	of 	our	2010	programs	and	events.
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ExPoSiNg aN iNviSiblE KillEr: THE DaNgErS oF CarboN moNoxiDE
National Fire Protection association (NFPa) and Underwriters laboratories (Ul) urge families to 
inspect, protect and detect to safeguard loved ones from the “Silent Killer” 
Bitter	cold	weather	can	bring	more	than	just	frosty	
mornings	and	runny	noses.	Along	with	the	winter	chill	
come	the	dangers	of 	deadly	carbon	monoxide	(CO),	whose	
odorless	reach	extends	into	household	living	spaces	as	more	
families turn to alternative methods—such as a fireplace, 
wood stove or portable heater—to heat their homes and 
save a few dollars. 

A new survey* released by Underwriters Laboratories 
(UL),	an	independent	product	safety	testing	organization,	
revealed that while many Americans claim they have some 
familiarity	with	the	dangers	of 	CO,	many	others	admit	
their	knowledge	is	shallow,	a	red	flag	considering	CO	is	a	
significant	problem	in	the	U.S.,	sending	more	than	15,000	
people	to	the	emergency	room	each	year	(according	to	
a 2008 study by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention). The survey also revealed only half  of  
Americans	actually	have	a	working	CO	alarm	installed	
in	their	home	and	a	whopping	seventy-seven	percent	of 	
American	seniors	believe	CO	can	be	easily	detected	by	
human senses. 

Because	you	cannot	see	it,	smell	it	or	taste	it,	you	or	your	
loved	ones	could	be	exposed	to	CO	without	even	knowing	it.	
The	symptoms—headaches,	fatigue,	nausea,	dizziness	and	
shortness of  breath—are often mistaken for the flu. 

Municipal	fire	departments	respond	to	an	average	of 	seven	
calls	an	hour	where	CO	is	present,	according	to	a	2005	
NFPA	report	on	Non-Fire	Carbon	Monoxide	Incidents.	
“Each	day,	first	responders	are	called	upon	to	help	people	
who	have	unknowingly	been	exposed	to	carbon	monoxide	
and	are	suffering	from	CO	poisoning,”	says	James	Shannon,	
president	and	CEO	of 	the	National	Fire	Protection	
Association.	“It	is	vital	for	people	to	learn	how	to	keep	
themselves	and	their	families	safe	from	CO	before	they	are	
exposed	to	it.	When	it	reaches	a	dangerous	level,	its	effects	
may	leave	them	unable	to	make	that	life-saving	call	for	help.”	

According	to	the	Centers	for	Disease	Control	and	
Prevention,	more	non-fire	CO	incidents	occur	in	the	
month	of 	January	than	at	any	other	time	of 	year.	UL	
and the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), an 
authority on fire and life safety, have teamed up to increase 
awareness	about	the	dangers	of 	carbon	monoxide	and	
urge	families	to	INSPECT,	PROTECT	and	DETECT	
when	it	comes	to	CO	safety.	

Have a qualified technician iNSPECT fuel-burning 
appliances once a year 

•	 Fuel-burning	appliances	such	as	furnaces,	hot	water	
heaters	and	stoves	require	yearly	maintenance.	Over	
time,	components	can	become	damaged	or	deteriorate.	
A qualified technician can identify and repair problems 
with	your	fuel-burning	appliances.	

•	 Avoid	placing	your	CO	alarm	directly	on	top	of 	or	
directly	across	from	fuel-burning	appliances.	

ProTECT your home by purchasing and installing a 
Co alarm 
•	 Purchase	and	install	UL-LISTED	CO	alarms	outside	
each	sleeping	area	and	on	every	level	of 	the	home,	
including	the	basement	and	be	sure	to	read	the	
manufacturer’s	instructions	carefully	before	installing	
the alarm. 

•	 If 	you	already	have	CO	alarms	installed	in	your	home,	
test them monthly and replace the battery at least once 
a year. 

be prepared should your Co alarm DETECT a problem 
•	 If 	your	alarm	sounds,	immediately	open	windows	and	

doors for ventilation and move to a fresh air location 
outdoors. Make sure everyone from inside the home is 
accounted	for.	Call	911	from	a	fresh	air	location	and	stay	
there until the Fire Department arrives. 

•	 If 	anyone	in	the	home	is	experiencing	symptoms	of 	
CO	poisoning—headache,	dizziness	or	other	flu-like	
symptoms—immediately	evacuate	the	house,	and	call	911.	

•	 Be	alert	to	some	of 	the	danger	signs	that	signal	a	CO	
problem: 

■	 Streaks of  carbon or soot around the service door of  
your	fuel-burning	appliances	

■	 Moisture	collecting	on	the	windows	and	walls	of 	
furnace rooms  

■	 Fallen soot from the fireplace or small amounts of  
water	leaking	from	the	base	of 	the	chimney	

A	CO	alarm	should	not	be	confused	with	a	smoke	alarm.	A	
smoke	alarm	tells	you	to	get	out	immediately.	A	CO	alarm	
warns	of 	a	potential	poisoning	risk,	usually	long	before	
symptoms are apparent, which allows you adequate time to 
get	help.	You	need	both	life-safety	devices	in	your	home.

If  you have any questions about Smoke Alarms or Carbon 
Monoxide	Alarms	contact	the	Ada	Township	Fire	
Department	at	676-2376		Monday-Friday	 
8:00	a.m.-5:00	p.m.	
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ToWNSHiP SEEKS oPEN SPaCE CaNDiDaTE SiTES
Ada	Township	has	voter-approved	funds	to	use	for	the	acquisition	and	
permanent preservation of  important open space lands in the community. 
All	property	acquisitions	are	on	a	voluntary	basis	with	willing	property	
owners. 

For property owners who wish to keep their land undeveloped and also 
wish to retain private ownership, the Township will consider the option 
of 	purchasing	a	conservation	easement	on	the	property,	a	permanent	
deed restriction that requires the land to be kept in a natural, undeveloped 
condition. 

The	Open	Space	Protection	Plan	establishes	priorities	for	the	types	and	
locations	of 	open	lands	the	Township	would	like	to	protect.	High	priority	
lands include:

•	 Land	along	the	Grand	River	corridor.

•	 Agricultural	lands	in	the	northeast	quadrant	of 	the	Township.

•	 Wetlands	surrounding	Chase	Lake	in	the	northeast	part	of 	the	
Township.

•	 Other	lands	with	sensitive	natural	features,	including	wetlands,	mature	
woodlands and stream corridors.

Property owners may apply to have their property considered for 
acquisition, or may nominate other properties for consideration. Donation 
of 	property	to	the	Township	is	encouraged.

The	9-member	Open	Space	Preservation	Advisory	Board	reviews	and	
recommends	properties	for	acquisition.	The	Advisory	Board	meets	
regularly,	and	its	meetings	are	open	to	the	public.

For	more	information,	contact	the	Planning	Department,	at	676-9191,	Ext.	
31. Information is also available on our web site: www.adatownshipmi.com.

PErSoNal ProPErTY 
STaTEmENTS DUE  
FEbrUarY 1, 2010

Personal property statements will be 
mailed	in	mid-December.	This	form	is	
issued under authority of  the General 
Property	Tax		Act.	Filing is mandatory. 
Failure to file will result in an estimated 
assessment for 2010.

Failure to file this form by its due date 
will	jeopardize	your	right	to	appeal	
and to file a Section 154 with the State 
Tax	Commission.	All	sections	must	me	
completed.

mCl 211.19 States those personal 
property statements must be completed 
and delivered on or before February 1st 
of  each year.

2010 CPi iS rElEaSED
The numbers are in and the calculations 
have been made, it is now official: inflation 
for the last year was in the red. The State 
Tax	Commission	has	announced	that	
the official inflation factor to be used for 
calculating	taxable	values	for	the	coming	
year	is	-0.3	percent.	A	negative	inflation	
factor has never been used before in 
calculating	the	value	of 	property	for	
purposes	of 	taxation.		

The	negative	number	means	that	the	
taxable	value	on	every	individual	piece	
of  property in the state must be reduced 
by a minimum of  0.3 percent.  The only 
exception	to	this	scenario	would	be	pieces	
of  property that transferred ownership 
in the past year and that still had a 
difference	between	the	taxable	value	and	
state	equalized	value	or	property	where	
construction has occurred. 
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aDa ToWNSHiP ParKS & rECrEaTioN 
DEParTmENT 
ada Township Parks & recreation Department 
Contact information:
Office	located	in	Ada	Township	Park,	1180	Buttrick	Ave,	
Ada,	MI	49301.	Office	open	daily	9-5. 
Mailing	address:		P.O.	Box	370,	7330	Thornapple	River	Dr.,	
Ada,	MI	49301

Phone:	616-676-0520			Fax:	616-676-5870			 
E-mail: mfitzpatrick@adatownshipmi.com  
Web site: www.adatownshipmi.com 

mission: “To provide all community members with diverse 
recreational opportunities including access to premier natural, 
historical and cultural areas that enhance our quality of  life and 
inspire the preservation of  nature.”

ada Township Parks:
ada Park & locke arboretum		1180	Buttrick	Ave.,	57	acres. 
Softball & soccer fields, tennis courts, basketball court, 
playground,	fishing	pond,	trails,	picnic	tables,	grills,	pavilion,	
gazebos,		Les	Craig	Learning	Center	and	the	Bud	Locke	
Arboretum. 
leonard Field & ada Covered bridge   
7490	Thornapple	River	Drive,	2	acres.		Softball	field,	
bike path, Thornapple River overlook deck, Ada Covered 
Bridge	and	winter	ice	rink. 
grand river Natural area			Grand	River	Drive	SE,	 
enter via Ada Park or McGraw Park , 110 acres.  Nature area, 
trails, bike path, woodlands, wetlands, Grand River shoreline.  
roselle Park		1010	Grand	River	Dr.	NE,		247	acres. 
Bike	path,	trails,	picnic	area,	observation	decks,	natural	
areas, wetlands, prairie, woods, Grand River shoreline.

Christmas Tree recycling
Ada residents may drop off  their Christmas trees to the back 
parking	lot	in	Ada	Township	Park	until	Monday	January	11th,	
2010 for them to be recycled into wood chips.  Please remove 
any	decorations,	wires,	strings,	ribbons	or	other	items	that	might	
interfere with a chipper. 

For your information:
Park Hours:		Park	grounds	are	open	to	the	public	dawn	to	
dusk, seven days a week. 
Dog Policy:		Township	ordinances	require	dogs	to	be	on	a	
leash and cleaned up after in all parks. 
Snowmobiles	and	other	motorized	recreation	vehicles	are	
not allowed in the parks. 
E-News:  To receive newsletters or announcements from 
the	Ada	Parks	&	Recreation	Department	via	e-mail	send	a	
request to: mfitzpatrick@adatownshipmi.com.

Facility Use for Winter and beyond
ada Park Shelter & gazebo rentals and reservations: 
The	Shelter	and	Gazebo	at	Ada	Township	Park	are	available	
on	a	first-come,	first-serve	basis	April	through	October.	To	
reserve	the	Shelter	or	Gazebo	for	your	event	there	is	a	fee	
which	varies	by	residency,	type	of 	organization	and	event.	
For reservation availability, rates and use policies, contact 
the	Park	office	at	616-676-0520	or	via	email	 
mfitzpatrick@adatownshipmi.com.  

The	Ada	Covered	Bridge	is	not rented out for private use.  
It must remain open to the public at all times.

athletic Fields: 
Athletic fields (baseball & soccer) at Ada Park and Leonard 
Field	are	used	in	the	spring,	summer	and	fall	for	area	
leagues	and	instructional	programs.		Contact	the	park	office	
for information, schedules or reservations.  

ice rink at leonard Field 
An ice rink is maintained in the winter at Leonard field 
for	general	use	as	weather	allows.		Note	this	is	entirely	
dependent	on	the	weather	so	check	before	using.		It	is	open	
to	the	public	for	general	skating	at	your	own	risk.		Children	
need	to	be	supervised	by	a	parent	or	guardian.

Cross Country Trails
Cross Country Ski trails are set up at Roselle Park. They 
are available as weather allows.  The trails start near the 
silos	and	extend	through	the	north	section	of 	the	park.	
Please	do	not	walk	on	or	allow	dogs	on	the	x-c	ski	tracks.

Walking & bike Paths
Most of  the paved paths in the parks will be plowed within 
24	hours	after	each	major	snowfall.		Note	that	conditions	
may	be	wet	and/or	slippery	throughout	the	winter.		At	
Roselle Park, only a section of  the paved path will be 
maintained	for	the	winter,	allowing	for	x-c	ski	in	the	north	
section.  Sections of  the trails will be closed when flooded.

Winter Programs with  ada Township Parks
Youth/Children’s Programs

Discovery Days  ages 3-5   10:00 a.m.-12 noon 
ada Park learning Center    $4/youth

Designed	especially	for	Pre-Schoolers	along	with	a	parent	
or	guardian	to	have	a	fun,	educational	adventure	out	in	
Ada	Park.		Each	session	is	on	a	theme	with	an	indoor	
hands-on	activity	and	nature	craft,	plus	a	guided	discovery	
experience	outdoors.		Come	dressed	to	be	walking	outside.	
Pre-registration	requested	by	calling	676-0520	or	email	
mfitzpatrick@adatownshipmi.com. 

Wonderful Winter 
Wednesday, January 20 10:00 a.m.   ada Park
build a bird feeder 
Wednesday, February 17 10:00 a.m.   ada Park
Signs of  Spring 
Wednesday, march 17 10:00 a.m.   ada Park
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Junior Naturalist   Days & locations vary
Outdoor	environmental	education	and	recreation	programs	
with	special	presentations,	hands-on	science	activities,	
crafts,	games,	snacks	and	adventure	based	outings.	
Programs	will	have	inside	and	outdoor	activities	so	come	
dressed to be outside. Parents may attend or drop of  
youth	participants	with	completion	of 	a	guardian	contact	
information	form.	Pre-registration	requested	by	calling	
676-0520	or	email	mfitzpatrick@adatownshipmi.com. 

Winter Survival  
ages 7-12       Saturday, February 20       ada Park 
10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon      $4/youth

Starting	inside	the	Learning	Center	with	tips	and	tricks	
on	how	to	prepare	for	winter	outings.		Followed	by	an	
outdoor	winter	adventure	where	youth	will	be	challenged	
to	“survive”	out	in	the	park	by	making	a	shelter,	fire,	finding	
food	and	signaling	for	help.		Come	dressed	to	be	outside	in	
the	woods.	Pre-registration	requested	by	calling	676-0520	
or email mfitzpatrick@adatownshipmi.com.

Snipe Hunting  
ages 7-18 Friday, march 19  6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 
roselle Park        $2/child        graC members free 

Sponsored	and	coordinated	by	the	Grand	Rapids	Junior	
Audubon	(GRAC)	program.		We’re	not	really	hunting	
at	Roselle	Park,	but	we	will	be	gathering	to	watch	the	
Wilson’s	snipe	as	they	do	their	fancy	air	dancing.		Just	
before	dark	the	chunky,	medium-size	shorebirds	put	on	a	
swooping	display	flight	as	they	try	to	attract	a	mate	for	
the	season.		Dress	to	be	walking	outside.		Pre-registration	
requested	by	calling	676-0520	or	email	 
mfitzpatrick@adatownshipmi.com.

For	more	information	on	Junior	Audubon	programs	contact:	 
517-886-9144	or	wendy@michiganaudubon.org  or  
www.michiganaudubon.org.

Summer Day Camps
Ada	Parks	&	Recreation	Department	will	be	offering	
another season of  summer day camp adventures in 2010.  
Information	fliers	and	registration	materials	should	be	
available late winter.  Contact the Park office for more 
information or forms.

Schools based Programs 
Field Trips, rentals, Service learning
Schools	may	reserve	programs	or	facilities	for	the	winter	or	
spring	by	contacting	the	Park	office.

*Field Trips:	K-12	Environmental	and	Outdoor	Education	
Field Trips are available at Ada Park & Arboretum, Leonard 
Field	and	Covered	Bridge	and	the	new	Roselle	Park.		These	
are	naturalist	guided,	outdoor	programs,	1-2	hours	in	
length,	tailored	to	your	curriculum	needs.	There	is	a	fee	of 	
$2/student.   
*Shelter rentals: The Shelter at Ada Park is available on a 
reservation	basis	for	self-guided	programs	by	schools	April,	
May	and	June.	$25	rental/reservation	fee. 

*Service learning Projects in the Parks are available 
without a fee. Contact the Park office for details. 
*outreach programs into schools or at other properties 
are set up by individual requests.

boy and girl Scout Programs: 
*badge Work in the Parks:	Guided	&	instructed	programs	
are	available	for	Scouts	after	school,	some	evenings	and	
occasional	weekends.	Contact	the	park	office	for	program	
options,	scheduling	and	fees. 
*Shelter rentals: The Shelter at Ada Park is available on a 
reservation	basis	for	self-guided	programs	by	Scouts	April	-	
October.	$25	rental/reservation	fee. 
*Service Projects: A variety of  conservation and 
stewardship	projects	are	available	for	Scouts	in	Ada	Parks.	
Contact the park office for details. No fee.

other Youth groups:
*Contact	the	Park	office	for	facility	use,	guided	program	
opportunities	or	volunteer	service	projects.

Family Programs/Events
Cross Country Skiing 101—The basics    Saturday, 
January 31       10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.      roselle Park       
$3/adults $2/youth

Introductory	lessons	on	cross-country	ski	equipment	and	
techniques	followed	by	a	guided	ski	outing	in	the	park	with	
personalized	coaching.	Program	is	targeted	for	beginners	
and	intermediates.		Open	to	all	ages,	youth	should	be	with	
an	adult	guardian.		Pre-registration	is	appreciated	by	calling	
676-0520	or	email:	mfitzpatrick@adatownshipmi.com.  Pay 
on	site.		Bring	your	own	skis	or	rent	from	area	vendors.		
x-C skis & snowshoe rentals	available	locally	at	Bill	&	
Paul’s	Sporthaus:	1200	E.	Paris	SE,	Grand	Rapids	49546,	
616-458-1684,	$17/day	$34	/weekend.

birds of  a Feather—Part 1: observation and feeders 
Saturday, February 6      10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 
ada Park      $3/adults $2/youth

A	two	part	event	about	supporting	local	birds	in	the	winter,	
starting	with	an	indoor	presentation	about	our	common	
birds	that	stay	around	for	the	winter,	and	a	make-and-take	
birdfeeder	craft.		Followed	by	a	short,	guided	outdoor	walk	
to observe birds in the park.  All materials and binoculars 
supplied.		Dress	to	be	both	inside	and	outside	(layers).	Pre-
registration	is	appreciated	by	calling	676-0520	or	email:	
mfitzpatrick@adatownshipmi.com. Pay on site.  

birds of  a Feather—Part 2: nesting boxes 
Saturday, march 6      10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 
ada Park      $3/adults $2/youth

Meet	in	the	Learning	Center	to	learn	how	different	birds	
need	different	types	of 	nesting	sites,	habitats	and	materials.	
Then	work	as	a	“team”	to	build	your	own	nesting	box	(bird	
house) suitable for local birds.  Materials and tools supplied. 
Pre-registration requested by Wednesday, march 3 by 
calling	676-0520	or	email:	mfitzpatrick@adatownshipmi.com.  
Pay on site. 
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Trail CoNSTrUCTioN UPDaTE
Work	on	the	latest	phase	of 	Ada	Township’s	non-
motorized	trail	construction	has	wound	down	for	the	
winter. Last summer and fall, the base layer of  asphalt 
was	completed	on	nearly	all	of 	the	trail	length	between	
the	north	parking	lot	in	Seidman	Park	and	the	McCabe	
Ave./Bailey	Dr.	intersection.	

Work	will	continue	through	the	winter	on	several	
sections	of 	boardwalk	located	along	Conservation	St.,	
between	Honey	Creek	Ave.	and	McCabe	Ave.

The top coat of  asphalt will not be installed until asphalt 
production	resumes	again	in	the	Spring	of 	2010.	This	
work	will	include	ensuring	a	smooth	transition	with	
existing	driveways	that	are	crossed	by	the	trail.	Final	
work	will	also	be	completed	next	Spring	on	landscape	
restoration	along	the	trail	route,	and	repair	of 	any	
problems	created	during	the	winter	months.

The	Township	Board	will	address	budgeting	of 	funds	
for	completion	of 	the	trail	down	Bailey	Dr.	as	it	prepares	
and	adopts	the	Fiscal	Year	2010-11	budget	in	January-
March of  2010.

The	planned	replacement	of 	the	M-21	bridge	across	
the	Grand	River	has	been	postponed	by	the	Michigan	
DOT	until	2011.	Additional	information	regarding	the	
estimated	start	and	completion	dates	for	this	project	
and	plans	for	management	of 	traffic	are	expected	to	be	
provided	by	MDOT	soon.	

adult Programs 
The ada Softball program 
Ada	Parks	&	Recreation	Department	will	start	taking	team	
applications	for	the	adult	summer	softball	program	in	February.		
Contact	the	Park	Office	at	676-0520	or	 
rmccormick@adatownshipmi.com for an application.

Project Wild Workshops for Educators 
Friday, January 29th     WWC, lowell
Presented	by	and	held	at	the	Wittenbach/Wege	Agriscience	
and	Environmental	Education	Center	in	Lowell.	For	teachers,	
interpreters,	non-formal	educators	and	youth	leaders.		Project	
WILD	is	a	supplementary	curriculum	and	activity	guide	using	
wildlife	as	the	motivator	for	students.		Each	workshop	will	cover	
one	of 	the	new	guides,	demonstrating	many	of 	the	activities	in	
them.		Participants	will	receive	copies	of 	the	guides.	Please	bring	
your own lunch.  

morning workshop: 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon     $15 fee

Flying WilD:	An	Educator’s	Guide	to	Celebrating	Birds	for	
grades	K-12.

afternoon workshop: 12:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m.     $35 fee

growing Up WilD:	Builds	on	preschool	children’s	sense	of 	
wonder about nature and Wildlife.

To	register	or	for	more	information,	contact	Meggan	Johnson	at	
616-987-1002	or	MJohnson@lowell.k12.mi.us    
www.lowellschools.com. 

volunteer opportunities
Ada	Parks	&	Recreation	Department	is	recruiting	Volunteers	to	
assist	in	the	following	areas:	grounds,	gardeners,	odd	jobs,	trail	
monitors,	habitat	stewards,	program	instructors	and	clerical.	
Similar	volunteer	opportunities	are	available	for	high	school	
students	and	youth	groups	as	well.	Contact	the	Park	office	at	 
676-0502	for	an	application,	interview	or	schedule	of 	events.

grand rapids audubon Club (graC)  
Christmas bird Count

Saturday, January 2, 2010     7:30 a.m. start time 
WWC Center in lowell

Bird	counts	are	fun	and	valuable	for	tracking	bird	
locations	and	species	abundances.	Meet	at	7:30	
a.m.	at	the	Wittenbach/Wege	Agri-science	and	

Environmental	Center	in	Lowell	to	get	organized,	
then	head	out	to	area	parks	to	record	sighting	of 	birds.		

Then return around noon for lunch, prepared ($5.00) or 
brown	bag.	At	5:00	p.m.	we	gather	to	tally	section	findings.	You	can	
participate part or all day. GRAC members and youth 18 and under 
are	free.	For	Non-GRAC	members	there	is	a	$5.00	participation	fee.	
For	more	information	contact	Steve	Mueller	at	616-696-1723	or 
http://www.glsga.org/graud/grac_bird_count.htm.
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CalENDar {2010}
January
1	 New	Years	Day	-	Office	Closed
5	 Zoning	Board	of 	Appeals	-	4:30	p.m.
11	 Board	Meeting	-	7:30	p.m.
14	 Open	Space	Preservation	Advisory	Board 
 4:00 p.m.
18	 Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	Day	-	Office	Closed
18	 Ethics	Board	Meeting	-	6:15	p.m.
21	 Planning	Commission	-	7:30	p.m.
25	 Board	Meeting	-	7:30	p.m.

February
2	 Zoning	Board	off 	Appeals	-	4:30	p.m.
8	 Board	Meeting	-	7:30	p.m.
11	 Open	Space	Preservation	Advisory	Board 
 4:00 p.m.
15	 Presidents	Day	-	Office	Closed
18	 Planning	Commission	-	7:30	p.m.
22	 Board	Meeting	-	7:30	p.m.

march
2	 Zoning	Board	of 	Appeals	-	4:30	p.m.
8	 Board	Meeting	-	7:30	p.m.
11	 Open	Space	Preservation	Advisory	Board 
 4:00 p.m.
18	 Planning	Commission	-	7:30	p.m.
22	 Board	Meeting	-	7:30	p.m.


