




























 
Crane Dance Farm, LLC 
4601 N Johnson Road 
Middleville, MI 49333 
cranedancefarm@gmail.com 

 

July 1, 2018 

 
ADA TOWNSHIP OFFICE 

7330 Thornapple River Dr.  
Ada, MI 49301  
 

Dear Ada Township Downtown Development Authority, 

 
We are incensed at the lackadaisical concern for the health and future of the Ada Village Farmers Market, its 
farmers and vendors, as well as the local people who support it.  To cancel a market fewer than 5 days prior 
because of an event that was planned a long time ago is either a huge oversight in planning or simply a lack of 
understanding of what it takes to build a healthy and strong farmers market.  Or both. 

Farmers have planned to have product for this market for months and, in some cases, years or decades.  Yes, 
farmers are business people managing cash flow, infrastructure, labor, product development, marketing, finance, 
etc., just like every other business.  Except that farmers have an inherent risk of volatile weather, over which, 
obviously, we have no control.  For some of the Ada Village Farmers Market farmers, their products will rot.  For all 
of us, we will have a blip in cash flow and sales that will never be recovered and will directly impact our survival.   

Oddly enough (and you would have to be a vendor to understand this), any interruption in the market schedule 
results in confusion to the patrons, who will wonder if the market is over for the season and will stop coming.   
Historically, this market suffers from a lack of shoppers, which is why farmer participation continues to dwindle 
within the season, as well as year to year.    Continuity is vital! 

Holiday markets most often result in higher traffic and sales for vendors, so to eliminate such a market on the spur 
of the moment is a double whammy!  Rather than push your struggling farmers market to the curb during a holiday 
event when it seems likely that more residents will be in the downtown area, it makes better sense to include the 
market as part of the planning and promotion, to help build awareness and support of your market.   

Please accept our feedback as an earnest attempt to illuminate (and eliminate) a serious problem about which the 
DDA should be highly concerned.  No one wants to be treated with total disregard by the people they are seeking 
to support and the community they are working hard to enhance.   

 

Sincerely and with warm regards, 

Jill Johnson and Mary Wills 

Crane Dance Farm, LLC 
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